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One little finger, three little joints, so 
many permutations. Vue Weekly’s self- 
appointed resident vulgarologist Darren 

Zenko investigates the world favourite 
obscene gesture in all its rich and 
splendid diversity, from the Plank to the 
Winch to the dreaded Limpy ¢ 13 


Slasher’s snakepit: 
life at a Halloween 
convention ¢ 14 


media 
jungle 


By JAY SMITH 


The never-ending 
storytelling 


The art of storytelling isn’t something 
you generally think about when you're 
out with friends recounting “The Inci- 
dent of the Crazy Cabbie” or “The Co- 
worker Who Finally Lost It at Her Boss” 
or “The Last Disastrous Dinner With the 
Family.” And yet we all secretly admire 
those friends who can transform the 
most banal of quotidian happenstance 
into epic narratives. The conversation, 
like that dab of dish detergent in the oily 
pot of polite social exchanges, clears a 


MORDAY.DECEMBER.08.2003 


Shushan musician: 
Jane Siberry gets 
spiritual ¢ 44 


centre stage. The speaker's shoulders are 
pressed together and the story issues 
forth. All ears are listening. That flair for 
holding an audience's attention is per- 
haps what should have been divulged in 
How to Win Friends and Influence People. 
I'm not kidding. A while back, | wit- 
nessed an acquaintance suspend con- 
versation for a full 45 minutes as he 
described getting thrown in jail in Cali- 
fornia, as a Canadian citizen, for some 
two dozen charges that were never 
revealed to him. | think the debacle 
started with some drunken encounter 
with /a policia. Anyway, | can’t do the 
story justice in print. But suffice it to say 
that when his tale was over, the guy 
had the air of a celebrity. Something 
about human nature compels us to 
esteem those who make our bellies ache 
with laughter, who can fashion from 
forgettable discourse a memorable tale. 
Prompted by the recent re-release of 
the successful book Telling Tales: Story- 
telling in the Family, | spoke with one 
of its authors, Edmontonian Merle Har- 
ris. She likens storytelling to an onion. 
“Storytelling has so many layers,” she 


ay ach 


Not-so-shallow 
HAL: 2007 returns 
to the big screen 
59 


explains. “It’s very much a part of 
humanity and being human. We tell sto- 
ries all the time; we just don’t think of 
them as being stories.” Excuses, movies 
and television programs, Harris says, are 
all unrecognized manifestations of the 
craft that features in our everyday lives. 
According to Telling Tales, story- 
telling can be traced back 5,000 years 
and is often thought of as a healing 
force. As an example, the book cites 
Boccaccio’s Decameron, in which 10 
young people tell stories for 10 days in 
order to keep the Black Death at bay. It 
works. This new edition of Telling Tales is 
a collaboration between Harris, Gail de 
Vos and Celia Barker Lottridge. The three 
women are established storytellers, 
although the original edition involved 
only Harris and de Vos. Given the grand 
scope of (mostly unacknowledged) sto- 
rytelling in our society, the authors chose 
to focus on its function in the family. 
“Storytelling has many roles,” Harris 
says. “In families, it [relieves] pressure 
and it’s a communication-bonding tool. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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The third 
installment in Vue’s 
series of A-Channel 
strike stories goes 
inside the station 


By JOHN VANDENBELD 


strike is 72 days old and counting. 

For me, personally, it’s also been 63 
days of defying the union. Quite lit- 
erally, I “crossed the line.” 

It hasn’t been easy. The creative 
department, where I work on local 
advertising as a writer/producer, is 
always a busy place. When you effec- 
tively strip it to one-third its former 
size, well, adjustments must be made. 
But we’ve survived... no, thrived, in 
this new reality. That’s the story in 
every department, really—one of peo- 
ple persevering and succeeding. 
We've all had to make changes and 
pick up the slack, but it’s been done. 
And done with a smile. 

Despite what the union would 
have you believe, some of us count 
ourselves lucky to be working at A- 
Channel. I know that I do. You see, I 
haven’t been in the business all that 
long. Just three short years ago I was 
studying broadcasting at Mount 
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You can do it all the time and it doesn’t 
cost anything. It gets you through a lot 
of ups and down with child-rearing.” 

In accordance with the principles of 
storytelling—i.e., that you should 
demonstrate a point in narrative rather 
than explicitly state it—Telling Tales is 
replete with anecdotes from the three 
authors as they apprehended the craft 
for themselves. Harris's moment of initia- 
tion occurred in a crowded shopping 
mall in Hamilton when her toddler son 


Royal College in Calgary, where the 
instructors made it very clear that we 
graduates had two to five years in 
small-market purgatory to look for- 
ward to. Naturally, when I was hired 
on here (after only a year in small- 
town Saskatchewan) I was ecstatic. 
Sure, I'd heard about some union dif- 
ficulties looming on the horizon, but 
I never imagined that would have 
any bearing on my life or career. 

Then I started attending union 
meetings. 

I must admit that at first, and 
taken completely out of context, their 


arguments sounded pretty good. It’s 
nice to be told that you’re worth 
more. Surely, | thought, the company 
could afford it. I didn’t look at things 
rationally in those early days; I just 
bought into the emotional side of the 
argument. There were some contra- 
dictions, but I thought they’d work 
themselves out somehow over time. 
Plus I was led to believe that striking 
was a last resort, a remote possibility. I 
was okay with that. But then storm- 
clouds appeared on the horizon. 

I heard that the union planned to 
contact our clients and ask them to 
“suspend” their advertising for the 
duration of the strike (in the unlikely 


threw a temper tantrum. “| had never 
realized the impression these carefree 
days [growing up in Southern Rhodesia, 
now Zimbabwe, with African families as 
friends] had until many years later,” she 
writes. “I stood there, not knowing what 
to do... when | heard Samson [the father 
of one of her childhood friends] speaking 
in my head: ‘Nkosisane (little madam), 
why don’t you tell him a story?’” So she 
began the story of Rumpelstiltskin; when 
she was finished, both of her children 
were quiet, mesmerized by “the magic 
of story.” | bring up the incident in our 
conversation. “It’s mouth-to-ear resusci- 
tation,” Harris laughs. 
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event that it should ever occur, of 
course). For me, that presented quite 
a problem, since suggesting to adver- 
tisers that they leave the station tem- 
porarily opens yourself up the 
possibility that they won’t come 
back, something I felt would be cata- 
strophic for all involved. The idea 
didn’t make a lot of sense to me from 
a tactical or financial standpoint, 
either: the less the company made, 
the less it’d be willing to give the 
union at the negotiating table. In 
addition, should the plan succeed, 
my position (and maybe my entire 
department) would become obsolete. 
It just didn’t make sense. 


1 ALSO CAME TO SEE that many on 
the union side really didn’t like the 
company and seemed to relish the 
opportunity to work against it. I sus- 
pected that the union executive was 
dishonest and I didn’t like the exagger- 
ated stories I was hearing about some 
co-workers who were not supporting 
us. Increasingly, it was becoming “us” 
against “them”—and the executive 
made it very clear that if you weren’t 
for “us” you were against “us.” Anyone 
who was deemed to be “against us” 
apparently deserved any abuse they 
received. The hatred I saw was unbe- 
lievable. In my gut I knew that I could- 
n’t continue to support such a group 
but was extremely fearful of what they 


could do to my career, because they 
made no secret of the fact that scabs 
would be dealt with by any means nec- 
essary. I was in crisis. My heart and 
head told me to cross the picket line, 
but my feet were reluctant to move. I 
agonized over it for a week, called 
everyone I knew and prayed for some 
resolution that would magically make 
it all go away. It didn’t happen. 

Eventually I felt that I was left 
with one of two choices: accept the 
union line or cross it. I decided to 
cross. I haven't looked back. 

Since I made my decision to go 
back to work, things have been great. 
The atmosphere around the station 
has never been better and everyone, 
for perhaps the first time, is working 
as a team. The company brings in 
lunch for us every day; we sit, share 
stories and talk to colleagues in other 
departments we might never have 
talked to in the past. Sure, it’s been a 
bit of a hassle, but everyone here 
seems up to the challenge. Creatively, 
our department—despite the lack of 
warm bodies—is doing fantastic work. 

I don’t regret what I did. I feel a 
tremendous amount of-pride in the 
quality of work the station is putting 
out and a deep and abiding knowl- 
edge that I did the right thing, now 
and for the future. I’m proud to be 
an A-Channel employee. And | 
know that I made the right choice. O 


The benefits of storytelling in the 
family, however, surpass its ability to calm 
the temperamental child. “It leads into 
reading,” Harris explains. It emphasizes 
that “what they see when they read the 
words is valid. So much of reading for 
children today is, ‘Did you understand it? 
Answer these questions.’ If they listen to 


Even with folktales, archetypal and 
uncopyrighted material, you should read 
or listen to enough versions to be sure 
you're not appropriating the style devel- 
oped by another. (For me, this principle is 
akin to the rule of thumb | learned from a 
poet in Vancouver a few years back: any 
drunken or off-the-cuff line of spoken 
verse has a six-month 


stories, they imagine.” 
That’s because there 
are no pictures, no 
formulaic meaning 
they are meant to 
take away from the 
script. In other 
words, when children 
listen to stories, they 
learn that their imagi- 
nations are as valid as 
anyone else's. 

Harris's first story 
demonstrates another 
important aspect of 
our Westernized oral 
tradition—storytelling 
forges intergenera- 
tional connections. 
Telling Tales proposes 
that “family lore” is vital because it reveals 
the universality of human fallibility: “It is 
important that our children know that, 
like them, we misbehaved, made mis- 
takes and got scolded and grounded. 
Face-to-face communication... allows chil- 
dren to realize that making a mistake is 
not the end of the world.” 

One of the most interesting themes 
in Telling Tales is the moral code inherent 
in the recounting of anecdotes. “Once 
someone has taken a memory and 
shaped the tale, that way of telling it 
‘belongs’ to the teller,” the book argues. 
Accordingly, one must obtain permission 
from the “characters” involved in the 
story before retelling it. If their permission 
is withheld, then the story cannot be told. 


shelf life in the speak- 
er’s creative archive. If 
that stunning line has- 
n't appeared in print 
by this time, the listen- 
er is free to claim artis- 
tic license.) 
Although her 
involvement with The 
Alberta League 
Encouraging Story- 
telling is limited, Harris 
appreciates the work it 
has done to have sto- 
tytelling recognized as 
a legitimate artform. 
Formed more than 20 
years ago, TALES has 
branches throughout 
the province and holds a yearly celebra- 
tion at Fort Edmonton over-the Labour 
Day long weekend. Other organizations 
promoting storytelling are listed in the 
resource section of Telling Tales. Story- 
tellers involved in these organizations 
practise their art in multifarious locales, 
from preschools to senior citizens’ homes. 
"This is the one thing about storytelling,” 
Harris says. “There is a great variety of 


- people who tell stories, and it’s good for 


everyone from birth to death.” © 
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Gunter and Salutin to 
debate nature of welfare 


EDMONTON—In an effort to stimulate 
public discussion about social welfare 
in Alberta, the Edmonton Social Plan- 
ning Council has organized an unusual 
debate. In one corner, wearing Tory 
blue trunks, Edmonton Journal and 
National Post columnist Lorne Gunter. 
In the red shorts, Globe and Mail 
columnist Rick Salutin. (Alas, the likeli- 
hood of the debaters wearing tradi- 
tional political colours is about as good 
as the chances of them wearing short 
pants in prairie December.) 

The debate will ask whether welfare 
is a basic human right or a temporary 
support between jobs. “My position is 
that welfare is a human right,” says 
Salutin. Gunter, of course, will take the 
other point of view. “I think need is 
much better addressed personally, on 
an individual level,” he says. 

“Welfare is not part of Canada’s lexi- 
con,” explains Nicola Fairbrother, execu- 
tive director of the ESPA, a 64-year-old 
education and advocacy group. “We 
don’t talk about how we help our less- 
fortunate neighbours, except within the 
context of charity. We like to help poor 
children, but we don’t have a consistent 
investment in helping poor families... 
We do kind of hit-and-run poverty allevi- 
ation and do little in the way of poverty 
reduction. So it’s important on a public 
level to engage in a discussion about 
what real reduction means.” 

In Fairbrother’s view, there’s been a 
shift in North American attitudes 
toward welfare. The notion of welfare 
as a right, she feels, is being replaced 
by the idea that welfare is a way to 
alleviate financial woes during times of 
unemployment. “You have to under- 
stand that in Canada, we measure a 
person’s success or worth by whether 
they work or not,” she says. 

Fairbrother argues that the Klein era 
has seen a steady erosion of social wel- 
fare. “In 1993, when Ralph Klein institut- 
ed radical welfare reform in Alberta, he 
cut the rates by 20 per cent and he made 
it known that fewer people would be on 
welfare,” she says. “Since that time, 
we've seen three-quarters of the people 
who were [receiving] welfare come off 
welfare.” She stresses that because there 
hasn‘t been a meaningful increase in wel- 
fare rates, Albertans on welfare now live 
on 40 per cent less money than they did 
10 years ago. Add in the increase in the 
cost of living and Alberta’s “hand-up” 
welfare strategy is leaving a number of 
struggling Albertans in the cold. 

The province’s new Income and 
Employments Supports Act, which was 
Passed last spring, is a more recent con- 
cern for Fairbrother and the ESPC. The 
act, which will be implemented in Janu- 
ary, aims to offer more customized sup- 
Port services for recipients and replaces 
Supports for Independence, the Widow’s 
Pension and the Skills D t Pro- 
gram. “When you create a catchall act to 


encompass a number of programs, it is 
difficult to craft an act that covers all the 
things that more individual acts would,” 
Fairbrother warns. The act, which does 
not contain set welfare rates, leaves too 
many questions unanswered for her lik- 
ing. “From my perspective,” she says, 
“the devil will be in the details. | want to 
see what the regulations say; | want to 
know what the rates are.” 

Fairbrother also doubts that govern- 
ment has the resources to administer the 
act properly. “| don’t believe that the Min- 
istry of Human Resources and Employ- 
ment will have sufficient money allotted 
to do the work that they are hoping to 
do. That’s my worst fear—that we talk 
about giving them a hand up but we 
don’t invest enough in people, in human 
services and in money to make it so that 
people are gonna be able to work.” 

“| don’t ever recall [welfare] ever 
being a social right,” counters Gunter. 
“Maybe that the people who are in the 
business once thought it was. But cer- 
tainly, if it had been described that way 
at the time, [that] it was a universal right, 
to voters, our voters wouldn’t have swal- 
lowed that, | don’t think. | think that’s a 
misnomer. While | think there is probably 
a personal obligation to assist people less 
fortunate, | don’t see how it’s served by 
massive state programs.” 

Salutin expresses polar-opposite 
sentiments. “I think it’s a really useful 
argument to have,” he says, “because | 
don’t think it gets made enough. It’s 
strange how healthcare and medical 
care seem to be acknowledged as a 
human right, but a basic, minimal level 
of existence is not acknowledged as a 
basic right. | just think that’s strange. 
And | think it’s only because you can 
get away with it with poor people. So | 
think it raises a lot of questions about 
how human beings see other human 
beings and whether they grant them 
full human recognition in this society.” 

The free public debate will be held 
on Tuesday, December 9 at the Sacred 
Heart School (9624-108 Ave). For 
more information, phone 423-2031. 
—CAITLIN CRAWSHAW 
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Traffic is up at Edmonton 
Int'l, down everywhere else 


OTTAWA—A report released this week 
by Statistics Canada reveals that air 
traffic is way down across the country 
from 2002 levels—but Edmonton is 
bucking the trend. 

The study shows that national air 
traffic in October 2003 was 7.3 per cent 
lower than it was in October 2002. Octo- 
ber is also the seventh month in a row 
which has shown significant decreases 
over last year’s levels, with 30 of the 42 
airports with NAV CANADA control tow- 
ers reporting traffic decreases. Eight of 
the country’s 10 largest airports reported 
drops in traffic over last year’s October 
figures, but Edmonton International is 
not affected by the downward trend. The 
airport had more than 10,000 aircraft 
movements in October 2003, up 9.5 per 
cent over this time last year. Meanwhile, 
the City Centre Airport’s air traffic 
declined by 10 per cent. 

Much of the increase at Edmonton 
International and the decrease at City 
Centre can be attributed to the consol- 
idation of air service. The drop in traf- 
fic at the City Centre is almost 
mirrored by the increase in traffic at 
the International. While the Edmonton 
Airport Authority has taken heat from 
northern communities, city council 
and the province over continuing to 
consolidate services in Nisku, the Inter- 
national Airport’s own study on con- 
solidation indicates that the majority of 
Passengers are benefiting from being 
moved away from the old Muni. 

The EAA’s study shows that air traf- 
fic between Edmonton and the north 
has increased by 49 per cent since the 
consolidation plan went into effect and 
that the added flights have resulted in 
“reductions of between 15 per cent 
and 30 per cent on average lowest air 
fares to most northern destinations.” 

Why the decrease? Increased com- 
petition and consumer choice. Accord- 
ing to EAA, since 1996 the number of 


carriers serving the north has increased 
from three to 11 and the number of 
nonstop destinations available to 
Edmontonians has jumped from 16 to 
40. —STEVEN SANDOR 


LABOUR 


Quebec union 
gives self black eye 


MONTREAL—Union workers in Que- 
bec protesting what they feel are 
union-busting tactics by the provincial 
Liberals sure didn’t drum up a lot of 
public sympathy with a rampage 
through the speaker's office and a chil- 
dren’s hospital last Monday. 

Yes, a children’s hospital. Why? 
Maybe they were trying to rally the 
important “sick child” demographic. 
Regardless, they did a heck of a lot 
more for Quebec premier Jean Charest’s 
camp than their own in the public eye. 

The protest—a response to the 
government's month-old plan to slow 
Quebec's growing deficit by minimiz- 
ing the role of unionized workers in the 
government's labour pool by allowing 
for more private contracting and merg- 
ing some unions in the healthcare sys- 
tem—should hardly come as a surprise. 
Quebec has one of the largest union- 
ized labour forces in Canada, especially 
when it comes to its provincial govern- 
ment. The group (whose union affilia- 
tion was not reported) first stormed the 
office of Speaker Michel Bissonnet, 
shredding and scattering papers while 
plastering pro-union stickers on the 
walls. They then took their cause to the 
lobby of a children’s hospital, where 
they got in a few scuffles with resident 
security guards. 

Naturally, Charest vehemently 
denounced the protesters’ disgraceful 
tactics. “The government has no 

vintention of yielding to intimidation 
or blackmail,” he told the Globe and 
Mail. "| don’t feel the social peace is 
fragile. | see people who are in charge 
of unions who have gone too far.” — 


- Cris Bouter _ 
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By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


A sound thrashing 


‘After a decade of listening to CDs on 


an increasingly temperamental ghet- 
to blaster, my wife and | took the 
plunge and purchased a grown-up 
stereo last weekend. We didn’t want 
anything fancy: anything with speak- 
ers would’ve been an improvement 
over the tinny bustbox in our living 
room. Our first stop was one of 
those inconveniently-located chain 
outlets known for its low, low prices. 
But the first salesman we encoun- 
tered, a friendly, very knowledgeable 
young man, gave us the hard sell. 

After telling him that we had 
many discs at home—mostly review 
copies from the office—the refrain 
“for people like you guys, guys who 
really like your music” became his 
most popular line of attack. People 
like us, who really like our music, 
apparently aren’t allowed to buy any- 
thing less than top-of-the-line com- 
ponents. There seemed to be a good 
selection of speakers, receivers and 
CD players in the store. We only saw 
two of each, however: the expensive 
ones and the really expensive ones. 

Under a barrage of technobab- 
ble about sound waves, the impor- 
tance of high-end wiring and how 
putting a bag of sand in the speak- 
er will improve its performance 
exactly 15 per cent, he put on Pink 
Floyd’s “On the Turning Away.” 
Amongst a pre-Christmas crowd of 
Saturday shoppers, over lyrics like 
“No more turning away/From the 
weak and the weary/No more turn- 
ing away/From the coldness 
inside/Just a world that we all must 
share/It’s not enough just to stand 
and stare,” we nodded and agreed 
that the tower speakers truly were 
vastly superior to the bookshelf set. 

Fleeing the store shortly there- 
after with our friend’s price quote 
on his business card, we pulled off 
the street randomly, in a daze, right 
in front of another audio-visual 
shop. Inside, we got the soft sell: 
sure, you can get the five-disc play- 
er, but that’s just more breakable, 
moving parts; sure you can get the 
bigger speakers—if you think they 
sound better. Granted, this guy was 
a salesman too. But his method — 
worked. And considering how often 
we exchange money for goods and’ 
services whether we want to or not, - 
it even offered relief. 

November 29, the day of our 
purchase, happened to be Buy Noth- - 
ing Day. Oops. But in a land of ”Pre- 
Boxing Day Blitzes” in 
world where Dell is my “! 
for the holidays” and 
“Christmas: 
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by Jonathan Ball, Registered Fraud, www.jonathanball.com 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


{some conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 
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DIPLOMA PROGRAMS: 


@ Office Administration 

@ Business Admin & Management 
@ Business Admin & E-Commerce 
@ Medical Office Assistant 


Call Now! 990-1650 
Edmonton Campus: 620 - 10310 Jasrp / 
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+ Start in January 

+ You may be eligible for funding 

+ Improve your high school grades 

+ Fast track your way to admissibility 

+ Receive a personalized plan for success 
+ Complete high school in a college 
environment 


Contact: (780) 497-4029 


25% off clothing (denim excluded) 
15% off footwear (blundstone excluded) 
25% off bags 20% off jewellery and access 


mu Grant 
MacEwan 
College 


.-- to point you in 
the right direction. 


+ Start in January 

* Improve your grades 

> Earn your admission requirements 

+ Earn program credits while upgrading 
* Take university/college courses at the 
same time 


Contact: (780) 497-4156 


www.MacEwan.ca 
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infinite 
lives 


By DARREN ZENKO 


The siege of Toy 


Whenever a weird new peripheral 
device for a game console hits the 
streets, it’s temptingly easy to just kind 
of sit back and let your mind drift back 
through all the weird controllers of yes- 
teryear—starting with Nintendo’s mis- 
begotten and useless (but 
unit-shiftingly cool-looking) robot pal 
R.O.B. and going on down the endless 
roster of disappointing gimmick 
devices that never came close to induc- 
ing in real life the totally gnarly and 
radical laser-beam ecstasies they 
seemed to provoke in the kids on TV 
commercials. This is videogame histo- 
ry, and we recite it for the sake of the 
young ones, that they may walk wise 
in the ways of U-Force and Power 
Glove, of Activator and... that headset- 
mounted light gun. What was it called 
again? You know, the one where you 
got to yell really loud into a boom mic 
to make your weapon go? 

All these were cheap cash-ins prey- 
ing on the universal dream of gamers 


save our troglodytic eyes from the 
hateful GE glare. The Toy couldn’t 
deal with it at first; Sony rightly 
assumes most gamers’ dens will be lit 
by stock college-guy halogen floor 
lamps and dual 120-watt Phillips 
Bright Whites in ceiling fixtures. But 
once we found the menu that lets you 
tell the Eye Toy you're in a “dim 
room”—witness the birth of a new 
pothead euphemism—everything was 
cool. Clearly defined, though a bit 
night-visiony, our onscreen images 
were ready to sample the hands-free 
wonderland of the Play gameset that 
comes packed with the unit. 

Play is for the most part a collec- 
tion of minigames, little funlets whose 
common theme is “Hey; I’m making 
things happen by moving my hands!” 
Whether you’re swatting at soccer 
balls, swatting at ninjas, swatting at 
spinning plates or swatting at UFOs, 
Eye Toy delivers a batting-things-away 
experience that gives me a new under- 
standing of the play habits of cats: it’s 
fun for a while, but you soon feel like 
taking a nap. There are a couple of 
dance-mimic games and music 
minigames, including an okay little 
scratch-D] thing, but there’s just not 
enough variety to justify the 60-plus 
bucks you’ve blown on a dinky little 
webcam. If they were going to fill a 
disc with five-minute diversions, they 
should have at least taken a page from 
Nintendo’s insane WarioWare: Mega 
Microgame$ and given us hundreds of 
the things in boredom-preventing 
rapid fire. 


After about 10 minutes of this, we came to the 
realization that we were sitting there stoned, 
using a computer program that simulates being 
stoned, and that was pretty damn lame 


everywhere: the dream of controlling 
videogame action in some manner 
other than twiddling your thumbs on a 
tethered hunk of plastic. To bust out 
the kung fu and have your little dude 
mimic your moves onscreen to ass- 
kicking effect, to wave your hands and 
arms in delicate yet muscular gestures 
like a symphony maestro and have 
Mario make that perfect chain of 
koopa-stomps. Sony’s new Eye Toy 
camera hopes to feed off these dreams 
as well—but unlike every other gesticu- 
lation-based game interfaces in history, 
the Eye Toy actually sort of works. 

It didn’t seem so at first, though, 
when we took it out for its first test 
drive. We could kinda see our images 
on the screen, but the software would- 
n’t recognize the input of our frantical- 
ly waggling hands. Shades of the 
Activator, or of hours spent in front of 
the Dreamcast’s “groundbreaking” 
Seaman, bent over the little micro- 
phone futilely imploring the babyfaced 
little fish brat to show any response 
whatsoever: “Seaman. Hey, Seaman. 
Seaman? Seaman? SEAMAN! Se-e-ea- 
ma-a-a-a-an. Seaman?” until your 
voice gave out and the controller was 
passed to the next dude eager to wake 
the tadpole. That old familiar disap- 
pointment was at the front desk of my 
heart, asking for its usual room. 

Turns out we’d just forgotten the 
one thing every camera needs to 
operate: light. We’re stoners, see, 
moody and light-sensitive. Our living 
rooms are soothing, shadowy glooms 
of coloured bulbs, tiny Christmas 
lights, candles and lamps screened to 


The other perennial gamer’s fantasy 
Eye Toy trades on is the dream of 
games as some kind of party. Game ads 
are full of crowds of people gathered 
around glowing TVs, expressions of 
pure bliss and enjoyment of their faces 
as they point at the screen in wide-eyed 
amazement. Eye Toy, like all empty pop 
entertainments, wants a piece of this 
fantasy very badly, and from the joy- 
filled pictures on the box to the 
astoundingly terrible “funky” music it 
blares at all times, Play jackhammers 
the message that this is FUN! Have 
FUN! It’s a PARTY! It actually succeeds 
in provoking smiles and physical anima- 
tion in players, but not for the reasons 
it states: faced with your image on the 
screen, you realize what a zombielike 
mask of unfeeling your “game face” is, 
and desperately try to make yourself 
look nice for the camera. Ugly folks, 
Play isn’t going to help your denial. 

Before you can say “I'm really feel- 
ing it in my delts!”, the novelty of the 
games wears off and gamers will wan- 
der into the “Playroom” section of 
Play’s offerings, a series of modules 
that make weird special effects happen 
on screen. There are strange funhouse 
warpings, disturbing stutter-and-blur 
effects, time lapses, creepy-crawly spi- 
ders and rainbow traces that follow 
your motions. After about 10 minutes 
of this, we came to the realization that 
we were sitting there stoned, using a 


- computer program that simulates 


being stoned, and that was pretty 
damn lame. So we shut it off and 
instead watched Tank Girl, which isn’t 
nearly as good as I'd remembered. © 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Road to Cape Town 


| have a soft spot for Zimbabwean pho- 
tographer Herb Klein, whose work | dis- 
covered alongside his contemporaries 
Herb Ritts and Bruce Weber in David Led- 
dick’s great 1998 compendium The Male 
Nude. Mostly | love Klein because the gay 
gaze of his best photography and 
pornography is a thorn in the side-of Zim- 
babwe’s iron-fisted dictator Robert 
Mugabe, who has famously called gays 
and lesbians “worse than pigs and dogs.” 
Last week Klein, who's spent the last 
five years based in Montreal, returned to 
his homeland, where his family’s 5,000- 
hectare cattle farm was seized after 
Rhodesia became Zimbabwe in 1980. As 
recently as the mid-’90s Zimbabwe was 
the granary of Africa, but today the nation 
is debilitated by AIDS, corruption, poverty 
and drought and is teetering on the edge 
of ruin. Klein’s mother now divides her 
time between neighbouring Botswana 
and the city of Bulawayo in northem Zim- 
babwe. (When | drove through Bulawayo 
years ago | was jubilant to see the city 
finally had an ice cream parlour.) 
“Bulawayo is Matabele for ‘place of 
slaughter,” Klein says, without a trace 


of irony. (He speaks Matabele fluently.) 
“My family’s farm was stripped under 
Mugabe. We had to leave because all 
our neighbours were murdered. But 
basically all material things in life can 
be replaced. You have to move on.” 

Klein, 50, no longer mourns the 
loss of his family’s farm. But he’s travel- 
ing and working in Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and South Africa through 
next spring because he loves the land. 
“I've always been a people photogra- 
pher,” he says. “| picked up a camera 
when | was six because Dad was too 
drunk to take a photo.” 

He's been snapping ever since. Klein 
moved to South Africa in 1987 and 
began shooting male-physique calendars 
and mail-order photo sets in a region 
where erotica—especially homoerotica— 
was ruthlessly crushed. “I shot the first 
full-colour gay nude magazine on the 
continent, I’ve launched the modeling 
careers of many black men in South 
Africa,” says Klein, whose first-ever gay 
porn. movie, Here Comes Santa, was 
filmed in Montreal this past summer and 
has just been released. (Herb’s porn direc- 
tor alias is the suitably cheesy Flash Con- 
way.) “Now I’m going back to shoot films 
of South African guys because there’s no 
decent gay pom films from out of there.” 

There was a time when many 
American outlets wouldn’t buy Klein’s 
photos. “I tried to sell pictures of black 
men to The Advocate years ago,” he 
says, “and [my contact] said the pho- 
tography was beautiful but the models 
were too National Geographic. That 
was the way he put it.” 

Today Klein is much in demand and 
is ready to expand his horizons to film. 
“It’s my calling card, it’s opening doors 


os =ateeE 
and allowing me*to travel and shoot 
more pictures,” he says. “The problem 
with porn today is when people focus on 
volume they get a checklist: blowjobs, 
rimming, 15 strokes‘and the cum shot. 
There are over 1,000 porn movies pro- 
duced every month. It’s a billion-dollar 
industry. They just churn them out. 
They're okay but nothing special.... You 
need the element of chemistry. If they 
wouldn’t give each other a second look 
in the real world, they won’t have that 
look—unless they’re hardened hookers. 
So | try to partner them up with people 
they want to have sex with.” 

All said, it’s a long way since the pio- 
neering 1971 gay porn Boys in the 
Sand—the last time | spoke with its 
director, Wakefield Poole, he was a chef 
for Calvin Klein. Even Chi Chi LaRue’s 
big-budget masterpiece Lost in Vegas 
(which he made for $75,000 and loosely 
based on Oscar-winner Leaving Las 
Vegas) came out in 1996. “If a film is 
well-made—Chi Chi LaRue still sells films 
he made five or six years ago— you can 
sell your back catalogue,” Klein explains. 
“So | retain my rights. They revert back 
to me after a couple of years. | will have 
a back catalogue so one day you can 
download digital DVD-quality video 
from broadband. That's coming.” 

As for all the anti-porn moralizers, 
Klein says, “You’ve been to Pompeii, 
you've seen all the art in the bathhous- 
es and brothels from 2,000 years ago. 
It’s the same with porn today. Viewers 
are voyeurs. Anyone who looks at a 
video is to some degree. It’s human 
nature—we like to watch.” © 
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Essential buttplug: You can purchase Here 
Comes Santa at www.flashconway.com. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


Give a loved one to 
a loved one. 


There are few gestures that are more meaningful than 
giving a book as a gift. These timeless classics never 


seem to lose their relevance and manage to touch our 


souls again and again. Don’t forget your inscription. 
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Fred Stenson’s 
writing relies on 
meticulous research, 
not flash and dazzle 


By BARRY HAMMOND 


| cee fiction writing is a 
witnessing of what you can’t 
itness,” Fred Stenson says 
during a conversation about his new 
novel, Lightning, the follow-up to 
the best-selling The Trade. 

We're discussing research over 
coffee and tea while seated in large, 
comfortable chairs next to a warm 
fireplace in an Edmonton coffee- 
house. It’s an interesting remark 
because Stenson’s work so vividly 
conjures up other places and times 
and gives the reader the thrilling 
sense of vicariously participating in 
those bygone worlds—the Canadian 
fur industry in The Trade and the 
subsequent era of open range ranch- 
ing in Lightning. 

It’s not a sequel. Writing one 
would have been impossible, Sten- 
son says. “The way Alberta changes 
economies is always sudden and bru- 
tal,” he explains, “and one group of 
people has very little regard for who- 
ever they’re stepping over. As the fur 
trade declined, the open range 
rancher sailed in over it. There was a 
whole new crop of people. Then the 


lager 


homestead ranch happened over top 
of that. Then the oil industry has 
avalanched the second generation of 
the farming or homesteading crowd. 
What does the oil industry care 
about farmers? They’re just trouble. 
When it’s the oil industry’s turn, 
they'll be scrubbed under by some- 
thing else and they won’t feel so 
high and mighty as they do now.” 
Lightning is an epic western, and 
as such has earned comparisons to 
Larry McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove. It’s 
a comparison that doesn’t bother 
Stenson. “Lonesome Dove is patterned 
on the lives of Charles Goodnight 
and Oliver Loving, whom the Good- 
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night Loving Trail is named after,” 
Stenson says. “I was amazed to stum- 
ble across that. | wondered why that 
isn’t more often said. I guess the 
original story is just too obscure... 
unless people have that specialized 
interest. No less a wonderful novel 
for being based on that. Probably 
the best novel about the old west 
I’ve ever seen. 

“The first book of [McMurtry’s] 
I’d ever read,” he continues, “was 
The Last Picture Show. | probably read 
it in my 20s. I think to this day it’s a 
wonderful, wonderful novel. It’s the 
novel that reminded me most of the 
town I went to school in [Pincher 


Se al ee a 


Lightning in a novel 


Creek]. The people and the town 
reminded me very much of home 
and it seemed kind of strange, and it 
still does in a way, that a Texas small 
town depiction would feel so much 
like home to me because I really 
don’t think of Alberta and Texas as 
being that synonymous.” 


LIGHTNING TELLS THE STORY of 
(fictional) Texas cowboy Doc Wind- 
ham, who joins a large cattle drive 
headed north into Canada to the 
(real-life) Cochrane Ranch. The ex- 
Mountie in charge of Cochrane’s 
drive is also a real-life historical 
character—Major James Walker. 
Intercut with that story is the tale 
of Doc’s background, which 
includes a rough childhood with an 
alcoholic father, an uncle murdered 
by vigilantes, a stint in early bowl- 
ing saloons, secret Masonic conspir- 
acies, a doomed love affair with a 
sexy pool hustler and an encounter 
with a deranged murderer who has 
vowed to track Doc down and kill 
him. It’s a grand adventure that 
encompasses life, love, friendship 
and the nature of evil. 

What separates Stenson’s western 
most from its American counterparts 
is his unique view of evil and vio- 
lence—especially his uncompromis- 
ing portrayal of the effect the 
tremendous bloodletting of the Civil 
War had upon the entire country. 
“The Indians paid the price for that 


in the brutality of people like 
Custer,” Stenson says. “I think the 
brutality and violence in the boom- 
towns of Montana was again 
deferred Civil War-type violence, as 
if it had unleashed a matter-of-fact 
violence... as if you couldn’t have 
certain things without violence. You 


couldn’t have gambling without vio- 
lence, you couldn’t have sports with- 
out violence, you couldn’t have 
commerce without people feeling 
cheated and killing each other. It’s a 
sort of combat; everything has to be 
fought out—American capitalism 
personified as a gunfight at a corpo- 
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rate level.... | wanted to deal with 
the idea of a serial killer, a real sick 
individual, unleashed in the frontier, 
then coming across into Canada as a 
kind of symbolic progression... and I 
also wanted Doc to weigh this whole 
matter. Does it justify such a vain- 
glorious word as evil?” 

In Stenson’s books, women are 
not just girlfriends or decoration. 
They're powerful characters in their 
own right, whose treatment, or lack 
of it, is usually a crucial aspect of the 
story. In Lightning there are two 
strong women—Doc’s lost love Pearly 
and ranch wife Esther Prieston. 

“There was a good prototype for 
Esther in a woman named Ella 
Inderwick,” Stenson says, “who 
lived in the Crow’s Nest area, west 
of Pincher Creek. She was an unhap- 
py rancher’s wife and felt very cut 
off. She did have an English hus- 
band and she was very bored with 
him and his pals extolling the 
virtues of England all the time and 
was lonesome for female company. 
She was arare_ case of a woman con- 
fiding her thoughts very directly to 
a diary that survived.” 


STENSON TAKES PRIDE in doing his 
own research precisely because of 
the way unexpected discoveries like 
Inderwick’s diary help spark his 
imagination. “It’s not about what 
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Our field 
vulgarologist dissects 
the many species of 
The Finger 


By DARREN ZENKO 


MBpcnees me the finger.” A 


stranger, she responds to my 

jout-of-nowhere request with a 
withering half-sneer. The other half 
of her reaction is a kind of stunned 
gape, a little jaw drop on account of 
the lameness of it all. This is the Mod- 
ern Young Woman’s first line of 
defence against a world of creeps des- 
perate to beg, borrow, steal or even 
buy her saturation-marketed charms. 

“Um... excuse me?” she asks. 

“Give me the finger,” I say. “Flip 
me off.” 

Shoulders of no earlier than ’82 
vintage shrug beneath their post-retro- 
NewWaveabilly wrappings, a cotton- 
denim Busy Box of straps, studs, 
buttons and layers. Eyebrows arch 
over a disdainful “whatever” smirk 
and she presents me with the loose, 
effortless, knuckles-forward finger style 
of a picture-perfect Casual Curl. 

I knew she had it in her. After a 
few weeks of running around asking 
people to shoot you the bird, you 
start to read the types. We’re dealing 
with The Finger here, a millennia-old 
gesture that’s the culmination of 
one’s cultural history, individual 
psychology and momentary emo- 
tion. We may be simply taking a 
casual—slack-ass, even—survey of its 
common permutations, but you 
can’t joke around with the universal 
and personal symbolic dynamite of 
the middle finger. Its message beams 
straight from the id and a field vul- 
garologist learns his jungle lore 
quick if he wants to stay in one 
piece. Asking to be flipped off can 
unlock a whole complex of violent 
dissonance in the wrong subject. 

But this girl and her punk-rock 
Casual Curl? She’s okay. Hipsters usu- 
ally have far better things to do with 
their bioenergy than cause trouble; 
even the microjoule expenditure 
required to get that finger up bores 
and annoys them. Knuckles loose, 
thumb in place but unanchored, mid- 
dle finger extended but not locked 
into rigidity, wrist supple enough for 
the heel of the hand to be seen, arm 
raised only as high as necessary to 
bring the bird into the target’s line of 
sight—the Casual Curl is the coolest, 
if not the most elemental, of fingers, 


a pure gesture of contempt verging 
on total disinterest. 


1 HAPPILY REPORT, though, that 
most folks around Edmonton seem to 
be sticking to the Gold Standard, 
the classic flip-off that requires no 
explanation. I say “happily” because, 
as cool and sexy as the Casual Curl 
may be, it’s nice to know people still 
give enough of a shit to tighten their 
digital muscles when they want to 
say, “Up yours.” If we all Casually 
Curled, it would represent defeat of 
the human spirit. The day a late-for- 
work oilfield-supply salesman gets cut 
off in traffic and responds with noth- 
ing more than rolled eyes and an 
ironic little waggle of his middle fin- 
ger is the day the dream dies. 

It’s possible to go too far, of 
course. In fact, it’s probable. Let the 
blazing adrenaline rush of your rage 
at that goddamn asswipe bastard take 
over and, next thing you know, your 
individual (or national, or regional) 
brand of finger has been deformed 
into the universal shame of the Rag- 
ing Loser. This is the tight, scream- 
ingly impotent “fuck you” of the 


desperate and defeated. Your arm is 
rigid or gesticulating spastically. The 
knuckles of your bird, which should 
be relaxed yet resolute, instead clench 
back into a fist as you press fingertips 
to palm, making your hyper-extend- 
ed middle finger even more ridicu- 
lously prominent. Your jaw is 
clamped hard—hell, you might as 
well bare your teeth while you’re at 
it, since you’re being a subhuman 
caveman anyway. Yeah, maybe one 
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day you'll channel that rage. Maybe 
you'll win out or get even or other- 
wise come out on top of the terribly 
traumatic situation that caused you 
to spaz so badly. But here, now, in 
this moment? Sorry, you've lost. 

If this happens to you too often, 
you must take steps. There's a certain 
finger style floating around out there 
that looks kind of ridiculous and is 
awkward at first, but it’s so rigid and 
formalist that taking it into Raging 
Loser-land is practically impossible. 
I’m referring to the Plank, also 


known as the Fletch, the preferred 
bird of legendary funnyman Chevy 
Chase. The key to the Plank is to 
keep your forearm, the back of your 
hand and your finger in as near-per- 
fect alignment as possible. The tight 
curl of the unflipped fingers starts at 
the second knuckle, the thumb sticks 
way out to the side and the arm 
bends sharply at the elbow, ensuring 
that the inflexible Plank is presented 
close to the body. I’m not really into 
this one, though people back East 
seem to be big fans. It’s best served 
with a blank, unflinching stare. 


SPICING UP the workaday fuck- 
youtility of the general-purpose fin- 
ger is a limitless parade of novelty or 
gag fingers, most of them too fussy 
or elaborate for situations where a 
quick flip is needed. Sneaky, subver- 
sive maneuvers like the Glasses 
Push or the Itchy Eye are excep- 
tions. Some people prefer the popu- 
lar Winch and the Can You Hear 
This? There's the tender Bouquet— 
holds up four fingers: “What's this? A 
bouquet of these!”—and its second 
cousin, the three-fingered Read 
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the Pocket and other “Voila” les 
seem to gaining popularity too; Trail- 
er Park Boys might be a factor. 

A quick aside. Although it’s not 
technically a “finger,” I should men- 
tion the robust southern European 
fist, in which the crook of the elbow 
is slammed up into the bar of the 
off-hand. I call it the Trebuchet 
and while I like it I don’t use it; it 
just looks too out-of-place on those 
of non-Latin extraction. Far worse, 
though, is the two-fingered British 
Vee. Non-Brits who use this gesture 
are of a kind with those who habitu- 
ally say “shite” and “wanker” and 
“bollocks.” Pretentious jerks. 

Anyway... novelty fingers. The 
best thing about these tiny gems isn’t 
their utility—they’re too precious to 
really make the point—but their role 
as a vibrant form of folk slapstick, dis- 
crete little packets of physical humor 
disseminated like knock-knock jokes. 
In fact, some of them are knock- 
knock jokes. And it’s easy and fun to 
make more, too. Any physical 
motion or human activity can be 
converted into a brand-new fuck-you 
with the simple addition of one (or 
two—go ahead and Double Barrel, 
you saucy rascal!) little finger. This is 
how winners like the Hula and the 
Shaolin Fuk-Yu came to be. 


WHO KNOWS? Maybe your R&D 

will result in the development of a 

powerful new weapon like the devas- 

tating Limpy. It might not even be 

responsible of me to unleash this 

one. Basically, it’s a homophobe-bait- 

ing combination of the limp-wristed 

“pansy hand” and a non-rigid dan- 

gling middle finger. With its com- 
bined implications of sexual 
impotence, homosexuality and “fuck 
off,” it could be incredibly dangerous 
if deployed at the wrong time toward 
the wrong person. In fact, I’m too 
frightened of its ass-kick-generating 
power to even field test it. 

This is all-just the finger’s tip, of 
course. Take a walk through our inter- 
national cosmotropolis—or, better 
yet, drive badly through it—and 
you'll see an encyclopedia of flip-offs. 
Each one is a fingerprint, a snowflake, 
a unique and personal invitation for 
the viewer from that harried sales- 
man, that cab driver, those adorable 
ragamuffins in the back window of 
some ratty old Crown Vic wagon. 

The middle fingers of humanity 
are speaking in a thousand exotic 
accents. And they're all telling you 
to cram it. © 


Trudeau, Klein and God: 
the middle finger’s holy trinity 


On August 8, 1982, in the bustling whistle stop of Salmon Arm, 
B.C., Pierre Elliott Trudeau added to our store of uniquely Canadian 
euphemisms when he firmly and methodically told an angry crowd 
of unemployed yahoos where they could shove their policy criti- 
cisms and the placards they were printed on. That long, lean finger 
became a lightning rod for Western dissatisfaction. The “Trudeau 
salute,” outraged commentators fumed, only showed the depth of 
the prime minister's disdain. Well, duh—that’s what it’s for. 

The phrase “Trudeau salute” will probably soon pass into 
extinction unless handsome young Justin wigs out and starts flip- 
ping people off all over the place. But having a piece of our nation- 
al fuck-you heritage fade away naturally is better than having it 
ripped from us. That’s what nearly happened when the shadowy 
tentacles of The Man and his money tried to suppress the photo- 
graph of then-Environment Minister Ralph Riein giving the shee! 


to environmental protesters at a—no, the—Al-Pac press conference 
a dozen years ago. Lord, he looks young in that picture, all shaggy- 
haired and... well, not so much firm as less doughy. There was a pile 
of pulp money to be made and Klein was inviting everything else— 
animal, vegetable or mineral—to sit on it. 

| don’t see why they bothered trying to hide the infamous 
photo, since this is exactly the kind of thing that only boosted Klein’s 
conservative folk legend. Flipping off a bunch of hippies went over 
big with Alberta’s crucial jerk constituency. That snap is pure gold 
and 20 bucks says it makes it into the sentimental slideshow they 
Py a Fits etreariert inne 7700. HA ie rn ees 
when his third and final android body finally gives out, to collec 

Speaking of high office, why not go all the way to the top? H 
ble telescope photographs of the Keyhole Nebula not only prove 
that God exists, but also that he’s really choked. In Genesis BAe 
God said, “This is the sign of the covenant | am m between me 
and you and every other living creature with you,” In other words, 
fucheyou ed Ge’ ions yeti tie ec — aaa Zea 
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Hit me with the digits 


In their book The Finger: A Comprehensive Guide to Flipping Off, 
Los Angeles writers M.}. Loheed, Matt Patterson and Eddie 
Schmidt catalogue and chronicle everything you ever wanted to 
know about the Finger. Turns out, the gesture apparently dates 
back more than 2,500 years. It made its first recorded appear- 
ance, according to www.ooze.com (a website launched by the 
three fingerologists), in the work of the ancient Greek playwright 
Aristophanes, who “made a crude joke mixing up the middle fin- 
ger and the penis.” The Romans adopted it—"Caligula, a pioneer 
in perversity, frequently shocked his citizens by forcing them to 
kiss his middle finger instead of his hand”—and the Catholic 
Church, no surprise, pushed it underground in the Middle Ages. 
But with the loosening of moral codes in the late 19th and early 
20th century, plus new technologies such as photography and 
the automobile, the Finger poked back into our culture and con- 
sciousness. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 
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Halloween 
convention is like 
Christmas vacation 
for horror fans 


By STEFAN HUTCHINSON 


PASADENA, CALIFORNIA—“When 
people watch Halloween films, they 
don’t watch them for the right rea- 
sons,” says 17-year-old Heather 
Bowen. “They don’t understand 
Michael Myers like I do.” 

Bowen is one of many hopefuls 
who've handed in audition tapes 
hoping to appear in the new Hal- 
loween movie—Part Nine, no less. For 
those of you not in the know, 
Michael Myers is neither Austin 
Powers nor Garth’s buddy Wayne; 
he’s the unstoppable serial killer 
from the series of sequels that began 
in 1978 with director John Carpen- 
ter’s horror classic. This-past Hal- 
loween weekend, a commemorative 
convention took place in Pasadena, 
the location for the original film, to 
mark the amazingly durable fran- 
chise’s 25th anniversary. 

“We realized that 
there was nothing 
planned for this year,” 
convention organizer 
Anthony Masi tells me 
when I arrive. “No cel- 
ebration, no new film 
or anything, so we 
thought this would be 
the perfect tribute.” 
What you think of this 
decision doubtlessly 
depends on what you 
think of the film itself. 
For better or for worse, 
very few horror films 
have had as significant 
an impact as the con- 
stantly-imitated Halloween. The film 
is not only critically acclaimed for its 
strong visual style and minimalist 


Watchers and Myers 


music score, but it’s also one of the 
highest-grossing independent films 
ever made. Not bad for what was 
supposed to be a no-budget exploita- 
tion flick. Seven sequels on, roughly 
3,000 people from around the world 
have gathered to celebrate. 


FOR THOSE OF US at the conven- 
tion with a job to do, however, it’s 
absolute chaos. I’m here along with 
a multinational film crew that 
includes Edmontonians Will Minsky 
and’ Des Shaw of Wasteland Produc- 
tions, who are also here to promote 


OCCULT TRAVEL 


their fan-film Halloween Inferno. 
Somehow, between the three of us, 
we're trying to shoot a documentary 
about the Halloween phenomenon. 
We're inexperienced, unorganized 
and, thanks to U.S. immigration, 
without a sound engineer. He’s cur- 
rently being given a unique form of 
love and affection in a Los Angeles 
jail cell, his deportation still two 
painful days away. 

We're panicking as we wade into 


the convention. We’re surrounded 
by rabid horror fans greedily trying 
to get close to genre celebrities 


charging exorbitant prices for auto- 
graphs and photos of themselves 
back when they were still young and 
beautiful. Most of these devotees are 
decent, but some of them are just 
scary. “The Halloween films are based 
on truth,” intones one of the scary 
specimens, the light flickering eerily 
from his eyes. “They are in fact a 
cover-up and have signs that are 
there to tell us about the real mur- 
ders and evil that the authorities 
keep from us.” I’m scared too, 
because there’s no sense of irony in 
his face, only a delirious smugness. 
It's as if we are the lucky ones here, 
being made privy to life-shattering 
revelations of a secret darkness lurk- 
ing in the falling autumn leaves. 
Thankfully, these disturbing 
types are few and far between. 
Instead, it seems that most Hal- 
loween fans are not only normal, but 
also extremely nice and accommo- 
dating. This fact is a double-edged 
sword—as a fan myself, it’s reassur- 
ing to see any signs of normalcy, but 
when it comes to observing and 
filming, I want the psychotic freaks 
and the dangerous weirdos. 
Pasadena resident Tom Markey is 
convinced all Hal- 
loween fans are 
“ghouls.” Nobody 
sees him over the 
weekend, but his dis- 
dain for the conven- 
tion-goers is often 
mentioned. What sets 
Markey apart from 
other townsfolk is 
that he’s one of the 
owners of the Myers 
House—the home of 
the series’ silent 
killer. If any fans step 
onto his property, 


the police and 10 
hairy men with baseball bats will be 
called instantly. But the house's co- 
owner, David Margraves, a local 


rumour has it that © 


councilman, is far more rational. He 
saved the house (a former brothel) 
from demolition in 1986 for the 
price of one silver dollar. For him, 
the fans aren’t a problem and he 
even opens the door to them. 

Margraves is one of the people 
on the periphery of this event who 
feel a mixture of bewilderment and 
excitement over it. Because the 
majority of locations in the film are 
real and not studio sets, one of the 
main highlights of the convention is 
a bus tour. The film takes place in 
the fictional town of Haddonfield, 
Illinois, so it’s strange to see this 
epitome of middle-American subur- 
bia juxtaposed with the distinctly 
Californian palm trees that lurk at 
the end of the streets. 

Most of these of these streets no 
look different than they did in Hal- 
loween, and that in itself is surreal. 
As the bus travels through these 
neighbourhoods, fans and cast 
members alike cheer as they see the 
local high school students re-enact- 
ing key scenes from the film. These 
kids are quick to speak of how the 
convention has got them interested 
in the film and independent film- 
making. Sure, they may be saying 
exactly what we want to hear, but 
the fact that they’re turning this 
into a fundraiser is a very positive 
sign, because ultimately it’s all about 
creative ambition. 

Well, not necessarily “creative” 
for everyone. One of these students is 
the aforementioned Heather Bowen 
and the following words flow from 
her gloss-covered lips with- 
out discretion: “Who do I 
have to sleep with to get my 
part in Halloween 9?” 


EVEN THOUGH we cannot 
possibly provide an answer 
for Bowen, she’s only too 
quick to bare her dis- 
turbingly young breasts to a 
shocked member of our 
crew. The resulting video 
footage will no doubt 
ensure that she at least gets | 
five minutes of fame... if it’s 
legal. For many of the 
actors and actresses here, 
the convention has provid- 
ed an extended 15 minutes 
in the spotlight. Many of 
them are retired from the 
profession now or occasion- 
ally receive quality bit parts 
in insurance commercials. } 
The one thing that unites 
them is surprise. All of them are 
astonished that they’re here, 25 
years later. 

“I have no idea why the films are 
so popular,” says Tawny Moyer, 
who’s known to fans with astonish- 
ing attention to detail as “Nurse Jill” 
from Halloween II. Cult actor Charles 
Cyphers is too busy selling his 
clothes from the film to care, while 
another fan-favourite actress is 


drinking too much Chardonnay and > 


prowling for cocaine. Brian Andrews, 
a child actor in the original film, 
believes the villain is at the root of 
this long-term appeal—Michael 
Myers is an immortal serial killer 
with unexplained supernatural pow- 
ers and the ability to scare audi- 
ences. Andrews expands upon this 
point with details of real serial killers 
accompanied by random and bizarre 


usage of the word “existential.” It’s a 
strange and not very convincing 
tangent, but I take some small joy in 
the fact he’s obviously thought long 
and hard about it. 

The various actor and stuntmen 
types who’ve played Michael Myers 
over the years are especially popular 
with the crowd; their numbers 
include Canadian stuntman Brad 
Loree, the most recent performer to 
portray the knife-wielding maniac. 
At the VIP party where the alcohol is 
flowing freely, he’s one of the main 
targets of the groupies. We lay down 
our cameras for a while and start to 
drink, indulging in candid conversa- 
tion with many of the bigwigs, 
including legendary cinematograph- 
er Dean Cundey. Edmonton graphic 
artist Peter Fielding, here to promote 
the new Halloween comic book he 
and I worked on, is deeply unim- 
pressed, despite the free cocktails. “I 
hate big fish parties,” he says. 


THE CLIMAX of the convention 
comes the next day with the appear- 
ance of the Halloween godfather, 
series producer Moustapha Akkad, 
and the announcement of various 
contest winners. First up is the fan- 
film contest. Des Shaw bites his 
knuckles, wondering if Halloween 
Inferno will receive the rapturous 
reception it was tragically denied in 
Edmonton when it screened at the 
Metro Cinema in late October. 

And the winner is... well, there 
isn’t one. We find out later that this 
award was canceled when the hahdi- 


- = 
capped brother of one aspiring film- 
maker stuffed the ballot box. People 
will indeed draw fanboy blood for 
success and, in a plot twist that 
seems to support this statement, the 
winner of the second contest—“Be 
in Halloween 9”— is none other 
than... Heather Bowen. 

As the last jack o’lantern of the 
weekend fades and I set off for home 
with a bag full of (odeue Pit myself 
why I’m a Halloween fan. I don’t 
know. I can easily explain the reasons 
why I admire the film, but ask me 
why I’m interested to this extent and 
I’m not sure I have an answer. In 
some ways, it’s like Michael Myers 
himself. He doesn’t die. Bullets, fire, 
even decapitations won’t stop him. 
And that’s fine—just don’t try to 
explain it. You'll fail miserably and 


only disappoint yourself. O 
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Fred Stenson 

Continued from page 12 
you find,” he says. “Somehow it’s 
about the process of finding it. It’s 
about making the connections 
between things. I let the research 
reveal the story—I don’t think up a 
story and then try to find the 
research to justify it.... Who else 
could have found the western fasci- 
nation for bowling? I didn’t know I 
was interested in that detail, or that 


it was even out there to be discov- 
ered, until I discovered it. And then I 
found it in a couple of other places, 
so I knew that it wasn’t just an isolat- 
ed occurrence.” 

All that hard work has paid off, 
Stenson thinks, in a freer, less 
locked-in writing style. “My books 
used to be heavily introspective,” he 
says. “They were monologue-ish and 
heavy on psychology and I would 
get praise for that... but I found that 
the writers | admired were writers 
that were writing not so much from 
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the inside out but more from the 
outside in. They were writing about 
the perceptual world and had a great 
eye for detail—the details that tell 
you what a room is really like and 
that really click with experience. | 
very consciously started to work to 
try to become that kind of writer in 
the mid-’80s and this is a kind of 
breakout product of some effort.” © 
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Erik Guay is calmer 
than the crowd 
after a memorable 
second-place finish 


By COLIN CATHREA 


face shot. Then another. And 
another. And another. No, I’m not 
in the ring with Mike Tyson—it’s 


Saturday, November 29 and I’m blast- 
ing down the Grizzly Bowl at Lake 


Louise. It’s our first run in a heavenly 
50 centimetres of light, dry Alberta 
champagne. The roads are bad today, 
so skiers and boarders are showing up 
later than normal. Usually the lift line 
here is hundreds of people long before 
they even start loading the quads. 

We get to the top and can see the 
downhill course covered in snow. 
Can they get the World Cup race off 
today? According to race officials, the 
snow is hard underneath, but there’s 
a crapload of powder to remove. That 
doesn’t matter so much to us—Walter 
and I jump into the best snow I’ve 


seen this time of year. Hell, it’s the 
best snow as far back as I can remem- 
ber (which, at my current level of 
exuberance, is not a very long time). 
Lake Louise has covered the 
majority of its hill with a mix of 
manmade and natural snow to get a 
good base. Add 50 centimetres of the 
fresh stuff and presto—skiing perfec- 
tion. I can’t help but think of how 
many untracked runs we might be 
able to squeeze in before the powder- 
eating snowboards and skis of the 
highway travellers arrive. We do a 
couple of excellent runs and decide 
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to head over to the race course and 
ski the edge to get a good look at 
what turns out to be one of the best 


races we've ever witnessed. 

The snow fence along the side 
provides a perfect place for the snow 
to pile up and it’s so deep I can’t 
breathe. No lie. It’s over my head; 
between laughing and screaming, 
I'm drowning in delight. But we feel 
a shred of guilt as we watch workers 
scraping, shovelling and doing all 
they can to prepare the course for 
the biggest race of the season. Then 
we get on the lift with a broker 
whose company has insured the race. 

“What kind of insurance is 
that?” I ask as we head up. 

“Tt’s like a cancellation insurance 
in case they have to cancel,” our 
new friend explains. “The sponsor 
companies and the resort invest 
huge amounts to pull off something 
this big. If they can’t put the race 
on, we compensate them.” 

“So how did you sleep last 
night? I ask. 

“I didn’t. I watched snow falling 
in copious amounts all night and 
felt my ulcer developing.” 


WE PUSH OVER to the course and 
run into an old pal of Walter's, affec- 
tionately nicknamed Ozzy. He's the 
chief of course for the event and he 
looks stressed. Ozzy tells us that the 


Di Rock 
BREWERY 


Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski. 


snow is coming off the steep sections 
okay but the flats and midsections are 
still covered. We decide to help out 
and are soon in a crew of about 40 
guys side-slipping, snow-plowing and 
pushing off the heaps of powder we’d 
been enjoying moments earlier. After 
two hours of hard work, the course is 
ready and the race begins. We watch 
the best in the world scream past in 
front of us. The thunder of their skis 
gives me goosebumps. 

After watching the first 30 guys, 
we head to the finish area. It’s a story- 
book finish. We’ll remember Erik 
Guay’s pumping arms forever. There 
weren’t as many cheering fans as 
you'd find in Austria or Italy, but that 
shortfall was more than made up for 
by the enthusiastic cheers the 22-year- 
old from Mount Tremblant, Quebec 
received for his second-place finish. | 
don’t think anyone cared that Austri- 
an Michael Walchhofer won the race. 
Young Erik beat Hermann Maier, Bode 
Miller and Stephan Eberharter. Guay 
jumped, twirled, kissed his skis—and 
then he kissed his mom. 

After the race, the Canuck was 
trapped in his first major media 
scrum. Reporters and photographers 
pulled him in every direction. He 
handled it well, remaining calm and 
soft-spoken, if not a little shy. Later, 
at a press conference at the Chateau 
Lake Louise, he seemed relaxed and 
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restraints « Keyless entry * Cruise control # Alt Conditioning « AM/FM/CD * Embroldered 
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- 2004 OUTBACK ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


» Symmetrical full-time AWD » 3,0L DOHC, 6-cylinder 212hp * 4 speed automatic transmission 

(standard) ¢ ABS » Heavy-duty ralsed suspension ¢ Dual front airbags * Cruise control * Air Conditioning 

© Fog lights * Roof rack systems ¢ 16" aluminum alloy wheels * AM/FM weather band CD « 6-way po 
adjustable driver's seat ¢ Heated front seats * Rear seats (60/40 split) « And much more 
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Free to shi, you and me 


“We could’ve had 
barrel slats strapped 
to our feet and it 
would’ve been 

the same” 


By COLIN PATON 


rowing up on the outskirts of 
Frrents in working-class-poor 

Scarborough, I never knew any- 
thing about skiing. In Grade 3, a 
vanilla kid was imported to our 
school from Calgary. He was my first 
exposure to the world of skiing and 
fashion. He didn’t really fit in. In 
class, when asked to draw pictures of 
our sports heroes, all 40 of us (yes, 


40—these were overcrowded class- 


rooms, 1982-style) drew either stal- 
wart, floppy Maple Leafs goalie Mike 
Palmateer or Argo quarterback Con- 
dredge Holloway. The new kid drew 
a picture of Steve Podborski. A skier. 
Anyway, Kevin from Calgary was 
busting out styles previously unseen 
in our Bargain Harold/Bi-Way dis- 
count store world. He wore a Sun Ice 
jacket with a bunch of little metal lift 


-{ANTI-STYLE 


tickets on it, tags that informed every- 
one how many times the wearer had 
gone skiing. Not that this status sym- 
bol meant anything in our hood; we 
hardly had grass, let alone ski hills. 
We picked on Kevin merciless- 
ly—everyone else because he was 


somewhat humble. “I knew I was ski- 
ing well, but this is incredible,” Guay 
said. “I always want to improve each 
race. This second place is going to 
make it very hard to do that.” 

I asked Guay if it had sunk in yet 
how big a deal his performance was. 
“Probably not at all,” he answered 
calmly. “It feels kind of surreal. When 
you beat the heroes you grew up idol- 
izing, it doesn’t feel real.” He shrugged 
his shoulders. “I guess it went better 
than I expected. The run was good. 
The important thing about downhill 


is don’t try to do more than you're 
able to do or you'll just end up in the 
nets. I tried to just take it easy and do 
what I had to do and it worked out.” 
(Yeah, right. Go downhill at 120 kilo- 
metres an hour and relax?) 

I asked Eric if he felt any addi- 
tional pressure in front of a home 
crowd. “If I didn’t want pressure or 
nervous feelings,” he said, “I would- 
n’t race downhill.” Wise words for a 
virtual infant on the podium. Then, 
as if to prove that he’s no fluke, Guay 
finished in sixth place on Sunday. © 


DRAG YOUR ASS ~ 
BACK TO YOUR ROOM 


DRAG YOUR ASS 
BACK TO YOUR ROOM 


REPEAT AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE - ALL FROM ONE LOGATION 


plus we'vexot 9 CHEAP SKI PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 


from Calgary, me because of the Sun 
Ice jacket and tags. I didn’t know 
much about the brand name or the 
cultural relevance of the jacket and 
tags, but it must have meant some- 
thing... and I didn’t like it. With Sun 
Ice emblazoned all over his jacket, 
Kevin “Sun Ass” Cooney was thusly 
named. Not too catchy, but hey, we 
were eight years old. 

Four years later I was in a new 
school and surrounded by a whole 
new demographic of kids. Much 
richer kids. For a school trip, they 
decided to take us skiing for the day. 
There aren’t many ski hills close 
enough for a day trip from Scarbor- 
ough, so we went to Dagmar, a 
bump an hour and a half away. 

I had already formed a posse of 
five, proletariats in a sea of bour- 


geoisie. We were the skids adorned 
in tight grey jeans, leather jackets 
and shitty rental skis—Heads, which 
got laughs for hours—grouped 
beside the banana-yellow, Sun Ice- 
suited, UV-goggled kids. I had those 
shitty knockoff Michael Jackson 
shades with the elastic cord and the 
weird faux-leather coverings on the 
sides, and no gloves, just white and 
red knuckles holding on for dear life. 

The Chads and Jennifers of the 
class were ripping up the slope with 
their lift tickets jangling, complain- 
ing about the lack of powder and 
moguls. Our posse were just trying 
to stay upright after fucking up the 
T-bar for the umpteenth time and 
picking crusted snow from the cuffs 
of our jean jackets. Even though we 
had no skill, experience or skiing 


fashion sense, not only did we sur- 
vive—we really enjoyed it. Nothing 
but laughs all day long. We could’ve 
had barrel slats strapped to our feet 
and it would’ve been the same. 

Skiing and, now, snowboarding 
fashion was and still is about brand- 
name, cookie-cutting-edge styles, I 
feel. “I’ve been skiing 40 times this 
season and have the tags to verify it! 
I see you have only 12 tags... peas- 
ant!” It’s all about fluorescent suits 
and matching gloves, or fashionably 
unmatched gloves for the slacker 
snowboarder. Like the evil skiers in 
‘80s movies, with their white teeth 
and neon headbands. It’s really like 
that. But this winter, after nearly 20 
years, I’m going back to the hills 
with my jeans and shades. It's all 
you need. © 
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Snow logo 


Look your best when going downhill 


@ Hailey’s Vulcom Puzzled jacket from Easy Rider, Arnette 
Stance sunglasses from Easy Rider; @ Grayson’s NFA Eshelon jacket 
from Easy Rider, Arnette Catfish sunglasses from Easy Rider, Burton 
toque from Easy Rider; @ Grayson’s Bonfire Kinetic T10 jacket from 


Pacesetter, Bonfire toque from Pacesetter, Bonfire gloves from Pace- 
setter; @ Hailey’s Orage FR-V1 jacket from Pacesetter, Orage LP1 
pants from Pacesetter, Bonfire Sherpa toque from Pacesetter; (5) 
Hailey’s Special Blend Brista detached-hood jacket from Easy Rider, 
Burton cargo pants from Easy Rider, Blend toque from Easy Rider 


Photos and styling; Francis Tétrault (www.blacklabphotography.com) * Photo assistant: Lisa * Models: Grayson and Hailey * Agency: Mode Models ¢ 


Miranda Watson and Doug from Pacesetter 


Location: Snow Valley * Additional styling: Easy Rider's Mike Ethier, 
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Repetition is the key to 
comedy, not learning 


Years ago, when | was one of the most 
senior ski instructors at Fernie’s ski 
school, it was policy to assign us the 
“private” lessons—often groups or hus- 
band-and-wife pairs. This, for some 
reason, was thought to be a perk. 
Beginner private students were usually 


Ski 
tios 


By COLIN CATHREA 
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mountain village caso 


RIDERS - SNOW SAFARI PACKAGE 


Includes return motorcoach transportation, lodging in the Pinelnn 


or Silver level lodging, lift tickets, professional tour guide & 


12th to 14th, 2004. Call 489-SNOW to book today!. 


after skiing on January 2nd or 3rd. 
Call 489-SNOW to book today!. 


access to Panorama Springs hot pools and more! Valid December 


°S - NEW YEAR'S PACKAGE 


Includes return motorcoach transportation, lodging in the Pineinn 
or Silver level lodging, lift tickets, professional tour guide, New 
Year's Party, New Year's souvenir, additional events & access to 
Panorama Springs hot pools and more!. Valid December 30th to 
January 2nd and 3rd, 2004. Four-day tours depart on December 
30th. Five-day tours depart on December 30th. All tours return 


* Conditions may apply to packages, rates and programs 
subject to availability and may change without notice. 


fine since they had few preconceived 
notions about ski instruction. But 
sometimes, when | walked out of the 
ski school and saw my students, | 
wanted to run. 

Oh God, This is going to be tough 
to steer through—a couple that wants 
to learn to ski powder so they can go 
heli-skiing. One small problem: there's 
not much untracked snow left and 
what's there is known as Fernie Fudge 


from 


$139 


per person 


“Based on quad occupancy 


biceyan) 


$439 


per person 


“Based on quad occupancy 


(i.e., cement) 

Bill and Wanda unload at the top 
of the chairlift. They stand stern-faced 
as | tell them to follow me. After a 
couple of slow round turns, | look 
back and see two of the worst inter- 
mediate skiers on the mountain 
Shoot me now! | speed up and get 
ahead so | can watch the two of them 
break almost every general rule of ski- 
ing as they approach. “Okay,” | say 


THERE ISA 
DIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN LIVING 


“We should work on a few basics 
before the powder phase of the les- 
son begins. First, body position. 
When we finish our turns, | want to 
see you facing down.” 

“Hang on there,” Bill blows, out of 
breath. “We've taken lessons before 
and heard about facing down the hill 
and balancing over the skis and all 


SEE PAGE 24 
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JASPER’S By marmot basin 
JAPANESE josper, alberta, canada 
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410 CONNAUGHT DRIVE «+ 852-3780 


WINTER ’03 -’04 
Book now to take advantage of 
these great new offers! 
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program ... 
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* 2 DAY EARLY BIRD SKI PACKAGE FROM $198.00 pop. ance: 
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Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


Self-Serve 
Galley 


Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
Beverages 


1.800.232.1958 » 


several departures daily: 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
Edmonton 

Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 


NEW 
SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


By AMANDA FORTIER 


off the bat. I realize that shuffling 

around on two planks of wood 
and slugging across snow that some- 
times feels like sandpaper doesn’t 
exactly sound like an ideal winter 
sport—especially when, with every 
gasping breath, your lungs fill with 
piercing shots of dry, petrifyingly cold 
air. However, I do beg you to read on. 

This article isn’t meant to plug a 
sport I spent 19 years competing in 
and training for day in and day out; 
think of it merely as a wilful attempt 
to pique the interest of the average 
hockey-honed Edmontonian and 
hopefully widen their scope of win- 
ter-sport awareness beyond the cir- 


| let me clarify something right 


#1 Resort in North America for Powder 


Free Skiing & Snowboarding 


SKIING Magazine 


Powder Pass $49.99 setore pec 24 


1st & 4th Day Free 90% off all other days 


Receive a Rocky Mountain Savings Guide 
coupon book with purchase 


Available at Pacesetters & Sundance Ski & Snowboard 


cumference of a puck. Why, you may 
ask, should you care about an activi- 
ty whose very nature is to induce 
work and demand effort? Well, here’s 


_{X-COUNTRY 


a non-exhaustive list of 10 reasons. 
Take it or leave it, but at least read it. 


1. Beckie Scott 

Practically a household name in 
Alberta since her medal-winning per- 
formance at the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City, Scott was 
born and raised only a few ski strides 
west of Edmonton. The 29-year-old 
Vermilion native is one of a handful 
of world-class cross-country ski racers 
to emerge from these parts. Followed 
in age by my sister Jaime, myself, Tara 
Whitten, Madeleine Williams, Aman- 
da Amar and biathletes Paul and Ger- 
hardt Klann, Edmonton has 
produced more top international 
Nordic ski racers over the last decade 
than any other city in Canada. It’s 
enough to make you wonder if there’s 
something special in the air around 
here other than the odours emanat- 
ing from the sewage treatment plant 
down by the Goldbar Park ski trails. 

2. River valley 

Face it: we live in the prairies. “P” 
as in “pancake.” How many Edmon- 
tonians actually know how extensive 
a trail system we have down by the 


Tracks are fine one-stop shopping 
venues that specialize in cross-coun- 
try affairs. They have the goods, the 
knowledge and the deals. Walk in a 
Nordic nerd, walk out a svelte Sven. 

5. Rocky Mountains 

So maybe you're looking to chal- 
lenge your ability on a few more ups 
and downs? A mere four-hour cruise- 
control drive and you're surrounded by 
some of the world’s most spectacular 
and varied terrain. Jasper, Banff, Can- 
more, Kananaskis, Peter Lougheed— 
the list goes on. These places bring new 
meaning to the phrase “outdoor beau- 
ty,” a beauty that’s best appreciated 
from beyond the chairlift or ski lodge. 

6. Exercise is meant to be 
done outdoors 

The old saying is true: the hardest 
part is getting out the door. So after 
you put yourself on autopilot to get 
to the trailhead, just think of all those 
weary souls waiting in line to sweat 
on revolving rubber mats at the gym. 

7. Vancouver Olympics 

2010 is just around the bend and 
we have a growing list of contending 
Canadian racers who are set to light 
the tracks on fire at these Olympics, 
many of them medal prospects. 
Keeping an eye on some of the up- 
and-coming local skiers might prove 
interesting. 

8. Birkebeiner 

By now, most Edmontonians have 
heard of this Norwegian loppet; heck, 
many are even capable of pronounc- 


e Highest Vertical in the 
Canadian Rockies (4133 Ft) 

¢96 runs on 2750 acres 

e Canada's most elevated 


river? You can easily travel from the __ ing it. This annual ski festival takes 
weaving forest trails at Terwillegar _ place in February just outside the city 
Park all the way out to the open field —_ at the Cooking Lake/Blackfoot Recre- 
at Strathcona Science Park without _ ation Area and is the only one of its 
stopping for a single traffic light. kind in Canada that commemorates 


KICKING 


dining experience 


saa RetTiOUs its ils POWCeh 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 


Geew Britith Columbia 


With more than 75 kilometres of 

tracked and untracked trails, our 

river valley is a wanderer’s paradise. 
3. It’s a long, long, ever-so- 


the tale of the Vikings’ 58-kilometre 
excursion to save their baby king. 
Tales don’t get much better. 

9. Cheap, cheap, cheap 


endlessly long winter Got the gear, got the grub, now 
To avoid turning pasty-white dur- you're set. No $50 lift tickets on the 
ing the winter months, it’s important | mountain, no $15 booking fees at the 
to get outside. AndI don’t mean the gym and, best of all, no lukewarm 
mad dash from house to car, car to $10 cheeseburgers at the lodge. —— 
office and office to home. For at least ~ 10. Scandinavian counterparts 


five months of the year the white stuff 
floods our driveways. This is more 
than an occasion for shoveling back- 
aches or miserable glares from the liv- 
ing room window. Trust me: one little 
jaunt on the ol’ skinny skis and your 
cheeks will be glowing for days. 

4. Kickass ski shops 

Edmonton boasts two of the best 
ski shops I’ve set foot in on my 
international skiing and racing trav- 
els. Both Track and Trail and Fast 
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Edmonton is located on the 
same latitude of many of Europe and 
Scandinavia's prime ski meccas. A 
kid without skis on in these parts is, 
well, probably a kid who spends 
most of the winter indoors.O 


Best Western Fernie 
Mountain Lodge 


Features: 95 Deluxe Guest Rooms, Kitchenettes, Jacuzzi 
Suites, Fireplaces, Indoor Pool & Hot Tub and much more. 


SPECIAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
Call for reservations today (250) 423-5500 
www.bestwesternfernie.com 


\ Ptarmigan | 


All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 
Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff's 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 
the Caribou Snow School, which provides 
Private ski and snowboard lessons from 
some of Canada's best instructors. 
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1-800-563-8764 ‘ope 7 
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Local 


ASYRIBER 


Rabbit Hill: 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, 40% of runs in operation 


Snow Valley: 60cm base, 0 cm of new snow, All lifts open 


Alberta 


Castle Mt.: 65-135cm base , 27cm of new snow 
C.0.P: Opening TBA, 80cm base, 0cm of new snow 


Fortress: Opening Dec 12 


Lake Louise: 120-164cm base, 58cm of new snow, all lifts open 
Marmot Basin: Opening Dec 4, 43cm base, 18cm of new snow 


Mt. Norquay: Opening Dec.12, Snowmaking in full operation 


Nakiska: Opening Dec 5, 73cm of new snow 


Sunshine: 107cm base, 53cm of new snow, 80 runs open 


B.C. 


Apex: 127cm base, 2cm of new snow 


Big White: 106cm base, 2cm of new snow 


Chrystal Mt: 68cm base, 1/3 lifts open 
Fernie: 137cm base, 60cm of new snow, 3/10 lifts open 


Fairmont: Opening TBA 


Kicking Horse: Opening Dec 12, 128cm base, 50 cm of new snow 


Kimberley: Opening Dec 18, 70cm base, 32cm of new snow 


Mt Washington: Opening Dec 6 


Panorama: Opening Dec 12, 78cm of new snow, 34cm base 


Powder King: Opening Dec 18 


Powder Springs: Opening this weekend, 60cm base, 2cm of snow 
Red Mountain: Opening Dec 13, 2cm of new snow, 93cm base 
Silver Star: 2cm of new snow, 86cm base 


Sun Peaks: 78cm base, 9/9 lifts open, 


Whistler Blackcomb: 63cm of new snow, 106cm base, 60/200 trails open 


Whitewater: Opening Dec 6, 57cm of new snow, 152cm base 


U.S.A 


Big Mt: 55cm of new snow, 112cm base 
Big Sky: 53cm base, 15 inches of new snow 
49 Degrees: 40cm base, 6cm of new snow 


Great Divide Ski Area: 76cm base, 0cm of new snow 


Lookout Pass: 91cm base, 6cm of new snow 
Mt Spokane: 60cm base, 4cm of new snow 
Schweitzer Mt: 86cm base, Ocm of new snow 


Silver Mt- 76cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 
Sun Valley: 61cm base, 4cm of new snow, 5/20 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of December 3, 2003 
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By RICK OVERWATER 
Put that in your halfpipe 


The learning curve for halfpipe riding is 
almost as steep as the halfpipe walls 
themselves, so there are a few things 
you should know and do before you 
drop in for that first time. 

First, make sure you're an interme- 
diate rider with your turns down pat 
and maybe a little experience at taking 
straight airs off small jumps. “Novice 
riders shouldn’t be in the pipe,” says 
James Radke, the co-ordinator for recre- 
ational programs and services at Cana- 
da Olympic Park in Calgary. If you feel 
you're ready, observe the action for a 
while first. “It’s always good to just sit 
and watch for a bit,” says Radke. 

Before you really go for it—assum- 
ing it’s not super-busy, which it often 
is—take a run through the pipe back 
and forth along the flat-bottom. Check 
out the conditions—whether it’s soft or 
ultra-icy, if the pipe walls are all 
chewed up and so on—and you'll 
reduce the number of surprises waiting 
for you. Then hike back to the top 
where the walls are a little lower— 
don’t start in the middle where the 
walls are at peak height. 

Now it’s time to take a crack at it. 
The first time through, just ride partway 
up and down the walls and practise 
keeping your base flat. Stay off your 
edges until you're back into the transi- 
tion of the pipe. If you need to check 
your speed, lay in an edge and carve 
slightly uphill. When you’re ready for 
some air, pop slightly off the lip—but 
not too much or the transition won't be 
there to absorb your impact and you'll 
land in the flat bottom. Considering 
that the average pipe wall these days is 
around 15 feet high, that’s a sizable fall 
to take. Inversely, don’t pop out of the 
pipe either. You'll land on the top. Sure, 
it’s not as far to fall but every bit as 
abrupt and possibly just as painful. 


That simplified explanation of the 
mechanics of pipe riding ought to be 
enough to get you started, but it’s 
probably advisable for you to find a 
quiet time at the pipe. Try an hour 
before closing time on weeknights and 
early mornings. Chances are the pipe 
will be busy most of the time so 
observing the following rules will help 
things go smoothly and reduce the 
chances of arousing more experienced 
riders’ wrath: 

* Respect the “drop in” order. Wait 
your turn and give time for the person 
ahead of you to get farther down. 
Announce your intentions by shouting 
“dropping in!” 

¢ If you fall, get up as quickly as 
possible. “You could be in someone 
else’s way,” says Radke. “Garbage that 
run, get out, get back up to the top 
and do it again.” 

e “Never check your speed on the 
wall,” says Radke. “Too much edge on 
the wall can carve it out and chew it 
up.” This quickly deteriorates the quali- 
ty of the pipe—which is at its best 
when the walls are perfectly vertical 
and smooth as glass—and creates one 
more sketchy part you'll have to con- 
tend with on your next run. 

© Know your limits, what you can 
and can’t do. There’s plenty of peer 
pressure at the top of the pipe, but 
resist the urge to overstep your abili- 
ties. 

© Don’t be afraid to seek outside 
advice on your pipe skills, either. “Ulti- 
mately,” says Radke, “the best thing 
you can do is take a lesson from a cer- 
tified freestyle coach.” © 


This is the last Board Zone column Rick 
Overwater will be writing for Snow Zone. 
He'll still be filing features for the 
section, but look for a few different 
voices to fill this space in the weeks 
ahead—including certified snowboard 
experts like James Radke. 


Ski lps 


Continued from page 19 


that crap.” 

We traverse through the trees and 
head out into Currie Bowl. This 
should’ve taken two minutes, but 15 
minutes later we’re in some untracked 
snow that’s going to require unweight- 


ing techniques the likes of which Bill 
has never seen. | explain the impor- 
tance of getting the weight off the skis 
so they can come around the turn. 

Bill crashes on the first turn. It’s one 
of those falls that takes about 20 sec- 
onds. He tries to start his first turn 
crouched like a guy taking a dump and 
leans over. This takes him just off-bal- 
ance enough for him to proceed with 
one ski in the air for around 50 metres 
before he faceplants and cartwheels a 
few times. | stifle a laugh 

The point I’m getting to is this: if 
you repeat bad habits over and over, 
it’s hard to break them. Skiing in the 
proper position feels unnatural. | know 
this. | did it. | skied with my hips way 
out of place and, with the persistence 
of a good coach, finally learned the 
right stance. | even practised in a 
swimming pool! It can be tough to 
teach people who already know how 
to ski, so keep an open mind. © 
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Waxing poetic 


Tips to keep you gliding eloquently... 
er, elegantly across the snow 


By CAROL MIYAGAWA 


WU ope: waxing,” says Norm Per- 
son, a 20-year veteran of the 


retail cross-country ski busi- 
ness in Alberta, “is hugely impor- 
tant. A lot of people have snippets of 
information from 10 to 20 years ago 
and end up mixing different schools 
of thought. They end up waxing 
synthetic skis the way their parents 
were told to wax wood skis.” 

And this, of course, gets them 
into trouble. 

When Person’s customers com- 
plain about having used the wrong 
colour of wax on their skis—colours 
being the code for 


waxes that work 
best in various con- ky 


ditions—he knows 
they probably need to a clinic to 
learn more about the mechanics and 
basic concepts of how waxes work. 
“And,” he adds, “learn more about 
wax before you blame your skis.” 
Good waxing technique is not 
rocket science. When it comes to kick 
and glide waxing, two things need to 
be considered: the nature of the snow 


and the nature of the waxes that are 
available. Don’t just take temperature 
into account; read the fine print on 
the wax container. There, according 
to Person, you'll see terms such as 
“fresh or fine grain” snow. 

“Each snow crystal has knife 
edges,” he says. “The wax must be 
soft enough to allow the sharp edges 
or points of snow crystals to make 
minute impressions in the wax. If the 
wax is too hard, edges won’t make 
indentations. Also, when you glide, 
snow must release itself from the wax 
or the snow will stick to the skis. This 
is why it’s very important to match 
snow hardness with wax hardness. 
Cold snow is very hard snow.” 

As you ski over the course of a day, 
you get less and less grip. The reason 
for this is threefold: the snow warms 
up and becomes softer, losing its ability 
to push into the wax; at the same time, 
the wax wears off your skis; plus, you 
get more and more tired as the day 
progresses. This is the time when you 
need to apply more wax—and it must 


be softer wax. (You can apply progres- 
sively softer wax over harder wax. The 
analogy Person likes to use is that you 
can apply jelly over peanut butter.) 


YEARS AGO, Person says, when peo- 
ple skied on wood skis, they would 
apply a kicker wax in the middle that 
was matched to temperature and snow 
conditions. Then they would apply 
the hardest grip wax to the whole ski 
so it would slide. Today, glide wax and 
grip wax are part of entirely separate 
waxing systems. Over the years, for- 
mulations for glide wax have been 
vastly improving. 
Even if you ski on 
waxless skis, glide 
wax should be 
applied to two-thirds of your ski for 
better glide, while kicker wax should 
be applied to the other third. Person 
recommends that skiers get their tips 
and tails hot waxed in a shop every 50 
kilometres for maximum performance. 

“High humidity and wet snow— 
when you can make a snowball out of 
the snow—can prove the trickiest con- 


ditions to wax for,” Person says. “These 
are good conditions for waxless skis, 
but you’re more likely to find these 
conditions in the Vancouver area or 
areas in Ontario than in Alberta.” Wax- 
less skis are also good for variable or 
unusual snow conditions. However, 
nine days out of 10, waxable skis will 
work better than waxless ones, provid- 
ed they're properly waxed. 


IN KICK WAXING, the aim is to 
develop traction. You can do this in 
two ways. The first method employs 
regular kick waxes; the second uses 
klister. This second method is similar 
to the way waxless skis work. Klister is 
basically glue. It causes the ski to stick 
to the snow surface, which gives you 
traction when you push off. Person 
recommends using klister when tem- 
peratures are in the 5°C to 10°C range. 
Under these conditions, the snow 
melts then glazes over and turns to ice 
throughout the day. “Nothing else 
will work over refrozen snow or really 
wet, sloppy snow,” he emphasizes. 


Today, all good skis have what is 
called a sintered base, a very porous 
form of polyethylene or P-Tex that 
absorbs wax well. So when you shop 
for skis this winter, be sure to ask for 
sintered bases. And then quickly sign 
up for a waxing clinic. You'll thank 
yourself later when you're out on 
the ski trail. © 


For more information on waxing, go to 
www.rideandglidebizland.com or 

www. tokous.com/manuals/nordicbasicm 
anual.htm. 


LADIES TOPS 


BUY 1 GET 1 1/2 PRICE 


PRICES IH EFFECT UNTIL DEC.24/03, WHILE QUANTITIES LAST, STYLES MAY VARY. 1 


Canadian Rockies 


Savings G aide 


WWW.sSavingsguide.ca 


1-403-678-5980 


50% OFF SKIING, GOLFING, 
ACCOMODATIONS, DINING, 
ATTRACTIONS & MUCH MORE! 


SAVE THOUSANDS IN THE ROCKIES! 


BANFF - CANMORE -: JASPER - LAKE LOUISE 
GOLDEN - KANANASKIS - FERNIE - KIMBERLEY 


PRICEAPPUES TOAGWESI PRICED ITEM 


four rooms 


restaurant and lounge 


VY RORRSAITIS = 102 ave. - 100a st. 
137 edmonton city centre east 


426-4767 


restaurant 
PY lounge 


ris 
casual...) 


egante 


DOWNTOWN JAZZ 


dec 04 john goodwell trio 


dec 05 & 06 dino dominelli 
dec 1] ¢ 12 rhonda withnell 
dec 13 & 14 craig giacobbo 


| ARGTLL PLAZA | 


6 F EAs 
WEST EBMONTON MALL Packages Available 


1-800-737-3783 


DOWNTOWN EDMONTON 
10041-1006 St. 423-1925 


1-800-267-2191 


YELLOWHEAD 
MOTOR INN 


Across from Yellowhead 
Casino and Costco 


Minutes to West 
Edmonton Mall 


1-800-556-4156 
(Econo Lodge) 


Downtown Edmonton 
Complimentary Parking 


In-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 


Toll- bd 1-000" 613-7043 


15004 Yellowhead Trail 
Edmonton, Alberta 


1-800-343-8533 


Price per person, before tax and tip 
— Less than $10 
— $10 to $20 
— $20 to $30 
— $30 and up 


BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. * 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in the 
background makes me feel as though 
I’ve been suddenly transported to the 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to 
describe the dining area, a compact 
section featuring artistic depictions of 
fish and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. 
Then it hits me: "rustic oceanic atmos- 
phere." (Okay, so that’s what it says on 
the menu. So sue me.) Speaking of 
menus, I’m loving the Lighthouse’s 
lunch edition. The level of sophistica- 
tion is greater than I'd anticipated, 
what with the red Peruvian trout and 
Cajun prawn pizza. And the dinner 
menu is even more in-depth, featuring 
a list of stuff that makes my mouth 
water—paella, Hawaiian bigeye tuna, 
bouillabaisse and California striped bass 
with a mandarin fennel glaze. Very nice. 
And the wine list seems reasonably 
priced, too—l see a bottle of Australian 
Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is $23 and | 
know the same bottle will run you 


about $14 or so in the liquor store, so 
Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie 
that | am, | start off with a small bowl of 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mix- 
ture is described as having been pre- 
pared in the traditional French style, 
with cognac, cream and rich lobster 
broth. Topped with some finely 
chopped fresh parsley, it’s incredibly 
flavourful. Rich yes, but it doesn’t weigh 
me down at all, which is good because 
| have a pickerel fillet on the way. 
(Note: you can get a bigger portion of 
the bisque as a meal. | saw one come 
out of the kitchen. Huge.) "That's a 
good choice," the server tells me as | 
order the fish, prepared in a tangerine 
butter and served with green apple rel- 
ish. The large, colourful plate features 
the northern Alberta pickerel, a side of 
tice and a medley of vegetables. Not 
just your cheap, run-of-the-mill veggies, 
either, but a mix of red pepper, snow 
peas, zucchini, cauliflower, broccoli, 
carrots and squash. The pickerel is good 
and tender, the white meat flaking 
apart as you gently prod it with the 
fork. I’m missing something, though. 
And unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on 
me until later that there was no green 
apple relish on the side. Damn. It 
would’ve tasted great with the picker- 
el... which is probably why it appears 
on the menu in the first place, right? 
Still, | douse the fish with some lemon 
and it’s just fine. Average Price: $$$ 
(Reviewed 11/13/03) 


THE BLUE NILE ETHIOPIAN CUISINE 
10875-98 St » 428-5139 

As | walk up to the front door of the 
Blue Nile, | feel like I’m entering some- 
one’s home. Colourful flowers line the 
walkway and the tiny patio out front is 
like the stoop of a house. Blue Nile’s 
menu has just 10 items (none of them 
costing more than over $10) so it’s 
easy to make a decision and feel good 
about it. | consider the doro wat, a tra- 
ditional Ethiopian chicken stew, and 
the ritfo, very rare chopped beef with 
spiced butter, mitmita (a special red 
pepper sauce) and homemade cottage 
cheese, but the combo platter makes 
the most sense since it offers a wide 
assortment of dishes to explore. There’s 
a beef dish (named either kay wat or 
alicha wat, and I’m afraid I’m not sure 
which), shiro wat (a ground pea mash 
with onions, tomatoes and green pep- 
pers), tikel gomen (cabbage, potato 
and carrots simmered in a mild sauce 
with ginger, garlic, onion and green 
pepper), yeabesha gomen (steamed 
spinach) and a small portion of the 
Blue Nile house salad. We also ordered 
some ye bag wat, lamb braised in the 
common red pepper sauce. Everything 
is placed in a mesob, a large woven 
basket that partitions all the items into 
small servings. The bottom of the 
mesob is lined with injera and the food 
is carefully placed atop it. Our server 
brings the lamb out in a separate bowl 
and spoons it into the centre of the 
basket, creating a layout that resembles 


Café O”’ Bistro 


Gen ne Newest Fine Dining Bistro 


2208 JASPER AVENUE 
452-. 3160 
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Grabbing a post- 
lunch, pre-supper 
sandwich at the 
Mill Creek Café 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


‘m staring directly at the small 

menu board at the Mill Creek 

Café and all I can think of is a line 
from the matinee of Bruce Almighty 
that the woman and I saw half an 
hour earlier. Morgan Freeman, play- 
ing the Big Man Upstairs, says to Jim 
Carrey, “Since when does anyone 
know what they want?” 

You know, Morgan was right. 
(Educational stuff—but then again, 
would you expect anything less from 
a guy who got his start on Electric 
Company?) There are only a few 
sandwich choices, yet for some rea- 
son I feel on the spot. I was a little 
surprised, to be honest with you. I'd 
driven by Mill Creek Café on a num- 
ber of occasions and I guess I figured 
the menu would’ve been a little 
more extensive. But no matter—we 
were simply looking for a late after- 
noon snack, which Kate argues 
should be called “lupper”—that meal 
between lunch and supper. 

Other than a bevy of nice-look- 
ing sweets and baked goods, sand- 
wiches are pretty much the staple at 
the café. Kate orders the Montreal 
smoked meat sandwich, while I 
eventually get around to choosing 
the salmon salad. Then come the 
questions. “Swiss, cheddar or cream 
cheese?” the counter girl asks. Kate 
says Swiss, I say cream. “Tomato, 
cucumber and sprouts?” Yup. “Pick- 
les?” Sure. “Hot, honey or Dijon 
mustard?” Kate says yes to the for- 
mer and after a bit of deliberation, I 
pass, figuring there’s no need for 
mustard on the salmon. “Mayo and 
butter?” Neither. 

Phewww—I'm spent. 

I order a small cup of turkey rice 


DEAR CUSTOMER... 
Future Shop 
PlayStation®2 System 
10035228 - The product 
description for this item 
in our November 27th 
flyer incorrectly 
indicates that a network 
adapter is included 
with the system. No 
adapter is included. 
We sincerely apologize 
for any inconvenience 
this may have caused our 
valued customers. 


soup on the side and we make a bee- 
line for the coziest spot in the joint, a 
table for two with wicker/wood chairs 
off in the corner. Kate makes me 
proud—she searches vigourously 
through the pile of nearby newspa- 
pers, not satisfied until she locates a 
copy of Vue. That’s loyalty, man. She 
sips on her café au lait and | take a 
swig of my Stewart’s black cherry 
pop as the counter girl brings over 
the hearty sandwiches. Mill Creek 
bakes everything fresh each day and 
as I attempt to wrap my mouth 
around the massive slices of grainy 
whole wheat bread with pieces of 


| |RESTAURANTS 


carrot in it, I think to myself that it 
looks awfully inviting. I had taken 
note of the fact that Kate asked for 
hot mustard on hers and I patiently 
watch for her reaction. Sure enough, 
it comes. “Whoa,” she says after the 
first or second bite. It’s actually real- 
ly hot stuff—I try a nibble and some 
of the mustard actually burns a 
small nick on my lip. Potent. 


THE SANDWICHES ARE HUGE and 
because baked goods are in our 
immediate future, we pack up the 
remainders and head back to the 
counter. This time, I’m only slight- 
ly more decisive—a piece of choco- 
late cherry loaf (a mere buck and 


i i e4) 


change) and a slice of lemon 
meringue pie, though the chocolate 
peanut butter bars are crying out at 
me. Again, it’s all homemade. As 
we walk out to the car, I take.a taste 
of the red, syrupy concoction on 
the loaf. “It’s like something very 
familiar,” I say. 

“Yeah, cherries,” Kate says with a 
typical dose of sarcasm. 

“No, I mean a specific product.” 

“Yeah, cherry sauce,” she says, 
still prodding me. But after trying 
some herself, she nails it. “It tastes 
like cherry Certs,” she proclaims. 

Bingo. Wow—Certs. You don’t 
see people chomping on stuff like 
that anymore. Or Tic-Tacs, for that 
matter. Whatever happened to them? 

Anyway, just before we leave Mill 
Creek Café, the server mentions 
they’re in the midst of an ownership 
change. After it’s completed, it'll 
apparently be business as usual at the 
comfortable little neighbourhood 
spot, give or take a few small changes. 
I gather that it’ll remain more of a 
destination for nearby regulars 
because of its location farther down 
Whyte, as opposed to a place that 
gets a ton of walk-in traffic. I’d go 
back. And next time, I might even 
have a better idea of what I want. 
Hello, chocolate peanut butter bars. 

Take that, Mr. Freeman. © 

MILL CREEK CAFE 
9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 


GINSENG 


RESTAURANT 


9261-34 Avenue 
450-3330 


Daily 5:00 pm 10:00 pm 
M-F 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Weekend Reservations Recommended 


-EDMONTONS.MOST. UNIQUE 
KOREAN CUISINE; 


"* SPECIAL 


UNCH BUFFET « 
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www.zenoris.com 


from large parties of 40 


to small ones for 2 


we invite you to 
celebrate the 
holiday season 


december 16-19, 22, 23 

enjoy a traditional turkey dinner 
lunch buffet or join.us for a 
christmas moming brunch 
reservations 780.945.4747 


SS Thornton 
(@eltin as s (ec 


One Thorton Court, 99th & Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta Carada 15] 3B7 
Phone: 780.423.9999 

Fax: 760.423.9998 

Emad: hovel@thormtoncourt.com 


8pm til 
Midnight* 


* a minimum charge 
will apply 


Friday, December 5"... 
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an artist’s palette. Just as colourful, too. 
The ye bag wat is especially tasty, with 
a fiery kick that doesn’t overpower. We 
also really like the ground pea, which 
looks like a glob of yellow humus, and 
the steamed spinach, which reminds 
me of how my mother would cook 
greens like Swiss chard—it’s bitter but 
very tender and nicely complemented 
by the pieces of injera. Average Price: 
$$ (Reviewed 09/25/03) 


LEMONGRASS CAFE 

10417-51 Ave + 413-0088 

| was driving around aimlessly for a 
good hour, spotting nothing but 
"CLOSED" signs, before pulling up to 
the Lemongrass Café, a tasteful little 
Vietnamese place. Thankfully, it was 
open—the better half in the passenger 
seat gets awful grumpy when she’s real 
hungry. We were seated in a deuce up 
against the camel-coloured walls and 
dove right into the menus. | consid- 
ered choosing something from the 
interesting drink menu, be it a green 
tea-laced martini or a Nhau vo sake 
Caesar but we didn’t have the time. 
Need food—now. Kate and | figured 
we,d pick one main dish each, while | 
made the executive decision to start 
with some spicy kimchee and a special 
Southwestern Vietnamese noodle soup. 
Our capable waiter laid down the dish- 
es—a plate of lemon chicken and a 
neat-looking vegetarian option, tofu 
with mango and apple in a spicy red 
curry. Oh, and some perfectly cooked 
fluffy rice. The crispy pieces of chicken 
were topped with a sweet, lemony 
glaze. Nothing fancy, but it sure hit the 
spot. And | really loved the vegetarian 
dish. The tofu still had some texture to 
it despite swimming in the lovely, rich 
curry. It included a few different types 
of apple chunks, though | didn’t find 
much mango in it—just a little bite 
every now and then. I’m assuming the 
sweetness of the fruit was designed to 
counteract the fire of the curry and it 
all worked wonderfully together. (It 
was just fantastic spooned over the 
rice.) Our dessert, chocolate and pecan 
spring rolls, arrived atop a white, shell- 
shaped plate with three balls of lichee, 


a small dollop of whipped cream. with 
a mint leaf and a tiny bowl of ginger 
coconut caramel glaze for dipping. 
This was a small masterpiece. I'd never 
seen a dessert like it and the taste was 
incredible—rich chocolate, melded 
with the pecans and paper-thin layers 
of the crispy spring roll, still hot. Aver- 
age Price: $$ (Reviewed 08/28/03) 


PAT ‘N MIKE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT 
17732-102 Ave (Westgate Business Park) 
° 484-7673 

However long it’s been since Pat ‘n’ 
Mike’s got started, | figure not much 
has changed. And that’s good. As | sit 
at the diner-style counter in my spa- 
cious, swiveling double seat, | gaze 
around the noisy room and find all 
sorts of cool stuff. There’s a rack filled 
with those mini-boxes of cereal and 
nearby is a couple of pies awaiting 
their call to duty. | smile when | see the 
circular, revolving chit-holder that the 
open kitchen utilizes for new orders 
from the “veteran” waitstaff. And Mike 
himself is making the rounds, keeping 
an eye on things during the controlled 
chaos of the lunch rush. | decide on 
the cutlet sandwich with some fries 
and coleslaw on the side. Almost 
everything that | see coming out of the 
kitchen has gravy on it so | join in and 
get a scoop for the fries. Now, I’m not 
going to pretend that my sandwich is 
one of the best things I’ve ever ingest- 
ed—it was zapped in the deep fryer 
just a little too long for my liking—but 
for $5.75, | didn’t really expect the 
world. | was eagerly anticipating the 
“special sauce” but can’t help but 
crack another smile when | find relish 
and mayo on my bun. The chunky 
slaw is pretty good, though. The two 
pies available for dessert are pineapple 
coconut cream and an apple crumble. 
| choose the latter, which costs me a 
mere toonie—half a buck more to have 
it 4 la mode. How sweet is that? The 
piece of apple crumble is huge, so I’m 
guessing Mike doesn’t make all his 
profit from the pie counter. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 06/26/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St * 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than 
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the track, there’s not a bigger caval- 
cade of problem gamblers anywhere.” 
How prophetic. Just as we sit down in 
front of one of the many massive TV 
screens with the game on (they have 
the sound up for the NFL tilt as 
opposed to the CFL playoff game, 
which in a way is too bad), | can’t help 
but notice the freakshow going on one 
table over. The guy in question is wear- 
ing a leather tricoloured Miami Dol- 
phins hat, his dirty jeans are wide open 
and his ample gut is hanging out, and 
in between nervously sipping coffee, 
hauling on cigarettes and choosing 
plays on his QB1 machine, he appears 
to be rubbing himself down, head 
included, with a bottle of Absorbine Jr. 
But I’m more chuffed about the mea- 
ger order of hot, boneless wings that 
we start out with. Nine bucks and 
there’s nothing more than a handful of 
overdone, deep-fried chicken chunks 
with some hot sauce and a side of 
ranch. Luckily, one my superstars has 
already scored a touchdown so I’m in a 
good mood, just like the hardcore 
Canadian fans celebrating 
Saskatchewan’s route of Winnipeg. The 
quality slightly improves with the next 
round of eats. | go with the pepper- 
corn Jack burger, while Steve tries the 
spolumbo submarine sandwich. | 
haven’t had a burger in a while, so it’s 
a treat to sink into the big patty, which 
was seasoned with—get this—"course" 
pepper and a Jack Daniels barbecue 
sauce. | wonder for a second if the 
typo was on purpose. Nah. My mixed 
greens on the side have about as much 
spring as the Blue Bombers offence, 
but the crispy order of kettle chips 
makes up for it. The homemade chips 
are nice and hot, served with a bowl of 
a real spicy onion, cream cheese dip. 
It’s definitely the "play of the day" in 
this highlight package. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 11/06/03) 


TERRY VAUGHN’S SPORTS LOUNGE 
10136-100 St (The MacLeod) * 428-3399 
If you know anything about stalwart 
Eskimo wide receiver Terry Vaughn, 
then you know he’s a class act who 
always looks good on the football 
field. It’s no surprise, then, that the 
establishment that bears his name 
should have the same characteristics. 


next week 


the best parties ° the best music 


To advertise call Rob Lightfoot ©426-1996 
To send listing email <listings@vue.ab.ca 


=> 


DECEMBER 4-10, 2003 


DISHWEEKIY = 


The space is big (okay, that’s where 
the similarity to TV ends) and bold, 
with stained wood chairs/accents, a 
beautiful long bar, comfy leather 
couches and a super-high ceiling left 
over from the bank that was housed 
in the space some 20 years ago. I’m 
starving when we walk through the 
door and in time, a healthy serving 
(in quantity, not cholesterol) of hicko- 
ry smoked chicken dip is placed in 
front of us. The rich portion of dip—a 
tasty combo of jack cheese and ten- 
der chunks of chicken topped with 
melted cheddar—is pretty large. 
Served with fresh tricoloured corn 
chips and salsa, it’s a great starter. | 
know it will fill us up but | can’t stop 
dunking the chips until every last bit 
of the concoction is scraped from the 
sides of the bowl. 

We split a house salad, a standard 
mix of greens and veggies, but the 
tangy mango vinaigrette we chose 
sets it apart from similar items on most 
menus. Even though the dip has bird 
in it, the slow-roasted jerk chicken 
with rice and beans jumps off the 
page at me. One problem: no beans in 
the rice. Oh well. The chicken is 
incredibly tender and man, the jerk 
coating hits me harder than Terry’s 
teammate Singor Mobley in the open 
field. This was serious heat. | really like 
the dish, but for a few shaky 
moments, | feel like I’m in a sauna. 
Our server, a friendly lass from Nova 
Scotia, recommends the cheesecake 
for dessert and we like the sound of a 
strawberry and chocolate combo for 
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topping. Really good stuff and nicely 
presented, with a few fresh mint 
leaves on the side. We're filled up big 
time by this point and ready to get 
outta Dodge. The tab comes and I’m 
fairly impressed that we've only racked 
up a bill of about $60, despite what 
seemed like a substantial amount of 
food and drink. Average price: $$- 
$$$ (Reviewed 08/14/03) 


TROPIKA MALAYSIAN CUISINE 
6004-104 St * 439-6699 

As we meet up in the front entrance 
of Tropika and I’m amazed by how 
packed it is this jumping Friday night. 
I've been here before and | loved it— 
but that visit was quite some time 
ago. Years, in fact, and it seems Tropi- 
ka’s gotten a lot more popular since 
then. And why not? With the straw 
awning over the bar, the big woven 
‘chairs reserved for VIPs and the 
Hawaiian shirts on the waitstaff, it’s 
like island party central in here. Before 
we even look at the tantalizing food 
menu, we giggle at the depth and 
variety of the drink list. Doctor Funk 
(and Doctor Funk’s Sun, made with 
151 rum), Bellini, Scorpion—they all 
look good. Birthday boy John finds his 
groove when he orders a Tropikolada, 
a drink that apparently comes from 
heaven. “You couldn’t come up with 
anything that would make me happi- 
er,” John says after slurping up the 
last bit of what one table member 
calls “an Orange Julius with alcohol.” | 
figure food will make.us even happier. 
Right out of the gate, we try some 
starters: a dozen satays (pork, beef, 
chicken and lamb), five Indonesian 
spring rolls and two bowls of Singa- 
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pore Laska, a hearty soup with vermi- 
celli noodles. The crunchy peanut 
sauce goes well with the satays and 
the spring rolls are incredibly neat, 
stuffed with pan-fried pork, Chinese 
mushrooms and shredded jicama, 
then deep-fried extra-crispy with 
peanuts on the outer shell. The Singa- 
pore Laska is a feast with shrimp, tofu 
and fish cakes all married together in 
a tasty broth. My favourite, however, 
is the Kari Lembu, a sensational dish 
of melt-in-your-mouth curry with 
beef. We also ordered something 
known as Nasi Goreng, a local recipe 
of Malay fried rice and a few delec- 
table side dishes, including steamed 
spinach and Sambal Bunchies, firm 
green beans with prawns and Sambal 
sauce. While each of these creations 
rocks (very spicy stuff), the most 
memorable item is the Sayur Lemak 
hot pot, which comes to the table in a 
small kettle filled with vegetables and 
prawns simmered in a Malay coconut 
sauce. Oh, it was awesome, the broth 
so rich and colourful—by far the piéce 
de résistance. Average Price: $$ 
(Reviewed 10/09/03) 


6402-118 Ave. Gy 


Pree Pool Sundays 


Drink Specials & 
Excellent Food 


260 wings 

mame that tune 8-1 

arate ee 9-1 
Open jam 


PRI/SAT 


live bands 


DPCOMING 
BYaM aS 


DECEMBER 5 &6 


WATKINS 
GLEN 
Book your holiday parties with ug 


hone 474-5554 
wi 490-0997 


NEW AT DUSTERS 
MONDAY NIGHT DJ 


8 OY 


CSL 


4926-98th Ave ) 
440-2233 (S\ 


“Just 10 minutes ‘SS 


from anywhere!" ~~ 
orag& 
Sports Bar 


] THE MICHAEL 
-». EDWARDS BAND 
<a 


{ex 
» DEC 12-13 


P> KINGMUSKAFA 


igsvel ellen 


sunday nights 9-12 


december.07th 


Trumpet: Bob Tildesley 
Bass: RUbim de Toledo 
Keys: Chris Andrew 
Drums: Lyle Molzan 


the black dog freehouse 
10425.whyte ave 
no cover charge 


. improvisational . alternative . jazz . funk . 


SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 


Call to make reservatons 


EastBowlmd 


New Re Pea Pub / Lunch, 11248 104 AVE 
Dinner & Late Night Snack 428 2448 


funky new, 
& modern, 


4 Steak Seafood Sushi Awesome! 


ORIGINAL & 
AUTHENTIC 


al heahiggh socal May] 


-L— ® 
pO ay mg ig eed eel ies alin a 


AMPLE PARKING Bigs woe EGY 
F on - Thu Openjuntil;72:00am 
SMOKING AVAILABLE Bee Fri’&tSat!Opentuntill2:00am 


{Lunch Mon! Frii41:30ami-12:00 pr 
AND SEAFOOD AT YOUR TABLE! 


Dinner Daily:[5:00pm 


= VUEWEEKLY @€— DECEMBER 4-10, 2003 


It's unheard of, but now you can purchase 
a Molson Single Seat for the next Oilers home game 
at half price! Tickets go on sale every game day 
at 12 noon until sell out. Cheer about that! 


Call 414- GOAL (4625) 
or toll free 1-866-414-GOAL 
www.edmontonoilers.com 


By JOHN TURNER 
and DAVID YOUNG 


The world of the Oilers slowed to a crawl 
after the excitement of the Heritage Clas- 
sic. A week ago Wednesday the Oilers 
were pounded 7-1 by the Detroit Red 
Wings. That loss was followed by two 
home losses. Last Friday Colorado beat 
the Oil 4-1 and on the following Sunday 
San Jose beat Edmonton 2-1. And what 
does Dave do? Lashes out at Wayne 
Gretzky’s daughter. Hey, it’s not her fault 
the Oilers haven‘t won since the Classic! 


John: The Heritage Classic hangover 
continues for the Edmonton Oilers. 
The last couple of weeks haven’t devel- 
oped the way | thought they would. | 
thought the Oil would throw away 
games before the outdoor game 
because they wouldn’t be able to stay 
focussed. They are a young team, after 
all. But they played great up until last 
Saturday. And now they can’t seem to 
get on track. Detroit and Colorado are 
tough teams to beat, but Edmonton 
looked horrible playing those games. 
Dave: The Oilers have forgotten 
how to play indoors, John. They must 
feel confined. Then again, they also lost 


Keay Pere 


outside in Commonwealth. That game 
was the end of a great streak. Is it time 
to trade Mike Comrie? Or maybe the 
Oilers need to package Comrie with 
some of the players who aren’t produc- 
ing. Eric Brewer would make great trade 
bait (although before getting injured in 
Detroit, he was starting to play much 
better). Elevated play should attract 
more than just the old “bag of pucks.” 
John: Before | get too critical of 
the team, | have to admit that the Oil 
are doing better than | thought they 
would when the season started. | pic- 
tured them languishing four or five 
games below .500 by this point in the 
schedule. Edmonton looks awful statis- 
tically as well—their power play is 
ranked 26th in the league and their 
penalty-killing is dead last in 30th spot. 
They’ve still managed to pull off some 
wins and their overall record isn’t that 
bad. I’m just worried that if their spe- 
cial teams don’t get it together real 
quick this season will soon be over. 
Dave: Edmonton’s power play has- 
n’t been impressive for years, but the 
penalty kill has dive-bombed. Todd 
Marchant did help the Oilers after all. 
But the power play hurts to watch. It’s 
like sitting through an American Idol 
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Christmas special. But at even strength 
the Oilers are tied with Boston at sev- 
enth in the NHL with 40.goals scored. 
And the Oilers are tied for 15th in the 
NHL for the least even-strength goals 
against. So if the Oilers want to score, 
they not only have to stay out of the 
penalty box, but they have to keep the 
other team out of the sin bin as well. 
John: San Jose was playing for the 
tie on Sunday night (as they’ve done 
all season long) and it may have ended 
up that way had Ty Conklin not mis- 
played a puck that he should have 
frozen and instead opted to shovel it 
out to Patrick Marleau, who put it past 
him. Perhaps Ty is getting tired after 
having played all those games in a row. 
I'm sure a lot of people are questioning 
the decision to put Adam Oates and 
Ales Hemsky on the same line. Both 
players refuse to shoot the puck and | 
think it would probably make more 
sense to have them on different lines. 
Dave: Shooting wasn’t a problem in 
the games against Colorado and San 
Jose. The Oilers peppered the Avs’ David 
Aebischer and the Sharks’ Vesa Toskala 
with nearly 75 shots combined. But they 
only scored two goals. You know, John, | 
nearly got into a screaming match with 
our pal Jimmy's girlfriend about Paulina 
Gretzky's lip-synched performance at the 
Heritage Classic. She said it was okay 
because she was singing to her own pre- 
recorded voice. | said it wasn’t okay. To 
me, pretending to sing along to a previ- 
ously recorded achievement isn’t good 
enough. It would be like Wayne Gretzky 
skating around the outdoor rink pushing 
a big screen TV playing a montage of 
video highlights of Gretzky goals and 
Oiler Stanley Cup wins. Singing, like 
hockey, is meant to be performed live 
and in person. Maybe that attitude has 
rubbed off on the young Oilers. © 
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{SHOPPING LISTS 


Five discs to keep your moody sibling in their bedroom 


The Buttless Chaps, Love This Time (Mint) Whether it’s lonesome- 
cowpoke country-twanging or cold electronic synth songs spawned from 
the altar of Kraftwerk, this B.C. quartet has a way of connecting with 
lonely souls. Whether it’s on ode to killing a rabbit or a study on the 
loneliness of space travel, this band is all about the atmosphere. 

The Twilight Singers, The Twilight Singers Play Blackberry 
Belle (One Little Indian) As the idea man behind the Afghan Whigs, 
Greg Dulli combined rock guitars and a Motown beat to lyrics that dis- 
sected bedroom politics and the evil men do. There’s a few more pianos 
with the Twilight Singers, but when Dulli hisses “I’m no gooooooo0d, and I 
liiiike it,” he still shows that he can write music to break up to. 

The Mars Volta, De-Loused in the Comatorium (Universal) 
Who makes concept albums anymore? This supergroup, led by ex-mem- 
bers of At the Drive-In, does. Just imagine if Rush had just a little more of 
a punk aesthetic and decided to record an album based on the story of a 
man who spends a drug-induced coma trying to decide if he should live 
or die. Weird shit. 

New Wet Kojak, ...This Is the Glamorous... (Beggars Ban- 
quet) Led by members of Girls Against Boys, this is a rock-meets-jazz 
record on which singer Scott McCloud takes on Madison Avenue with 
song after song spoofing the way advertising makes us associate beauty 
and glamour with greatness. Real solid choice if the sibling in question is 
the anti-capitalist type. 

Stellastarr*, Stellastarr* (RCA/BMG) Recommended for an 
older brother or sister who still has Joy Division or Smiths posters up 
on the walls. If you really want to score some points, combine this CD 
with a DVD copy of 24 Hour Party People, which recounts the rise and 
fall of Joy Division, who still may be, like, the most depressing band 
ever. —STEVEN SANDOR 


Five gentle discs for shy, self-deprecating 
bookworms to identify with 


The Magnetic Fields, 69 Love Songs (Merge) Perhaps the greatest, 
most romantic album of the last 10 years is this sometimes wry, some- 
times poignant, always brilliant triple-CD masterwork by the hardest- 
working singer/songwriter in the business, Stephin Merritt. 

Belle and Sebastian, If You’re Feeling Sinister (Matador) “All | 
wanted was to sing the saddest songs,” goes one of the lines from “The 
Boy Done Wrong Again,” but this disc captures the full range of school- 
boy emotions—sadness, elation, wistfulness, longing—in literate lyrics 
and gorgeous music. 

Robyn Hitchcock, Queen Elvis (A&M) Assorted weirdness about 
insects, dolls, sex and more insects from one of the most eccentric song- 
writers the British Isles ever produced—and boy, that’s saying a lot. 

The Decemberists, Her Majesty the Decemberists (Kill Rock 
Stars) The new album from the latest aspirants to the twee-rock throne, 
featuring deliciously arch wordplay, lavishly orchestrated arrangements 
and tributes to authors as diverse as Edward Gorey and Myla Golberg. 

The Free Design, The Very Best of the Free Design (Cherry Red) 
A good sampling of the clean-cut vocal group who put out seven albums 
in the late ‘60s and early ’70s, all of them featuring lyrics so unironically 
cheerful and straightforward (“Kites Are Fun” really is about how kites are 
fun) that they're embarrassingly irresistible. —Paut MAtwyCHUK 


Five albums to make peace with your Pilsner- 
drinking, mullet-wearing hard-rockin’ neighbour 


Iron Maiden, Dance of Death (EMI) With Bruce Dickinson on vocals 
and all the original guitar players back in the fold, Maiden returns with a 
2003 album that sounds like it was recorded in 1983. A testosterone- 
booster for sure, especially when they get to the three-guitar attack while 
Bruce sings about long-forgotten medieval battles. 

D.R.L., Dirtiest... Rottenest... (Restless/Rykodisc) This newly- 
released compilation recalls a time when the Dirty Rotten Imbeciles were 
at the forefront of a movement known as “thrash” which asked all the 
kids to “mosh” in a “pit.” The songs all come from the ‘80s, a time when 
mullets didn’t look out of place. Wait. I live in Canada. Mullets never look 
out of place. Scratch that last bit. 

Himsa, Courting Tragedy and Disaster (Excursion/Prosthet- 
ic) One part Iron Maiden, one part Venom and another part Slayer. The 
songs are far more melodic than your average death metal effort, but 
pretty well every tune is about worshipping the devil. Get it on vinyl and 
you get a cool picture disc featuring the fictional boar-a-lope—a boar 
crossed with an antelope, a snake and.a bat. “s 

Nebula, Atomic Ritual (Liquor and Poker) This is drug para- 


phernalia pure and simple—the musical equivalent of a water pipe. 

Fuzzed-out guitar leads, heavy-blues-influenced riffs and vocals that 

sound like they were recorded in another room. Cool! 
WEEKLY SEE PAGE 40 
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Tenacious 


Every band in the 
world has a DVD— 
but which ones are 
worth the price? 

By DAVE JOHNSTON 


hile the music industry 

| oe the declining sales of 
CDs, they've begun to look to 
DVD as their shining hope. As the 
fastest-growing format around—save 
MP3, of course—the shiny discs have 
allowed musicians to offer fans more 
stuff than they could ever hope to 
download in a single sitting, so long 
as the bandwidth limit holds out. 
They also make swell gifts. Hint hint. 
Most rock 'n’ roll stars have been 
using DVD as an excuse to cobble 
together their videos, but there are a 
few more ambitious collections out 
there worth repeat watching. Hitting 
the top of that list is Lesmon Legend 
(Parlophone/EMI). Subtitled The Very 
Best of John Lennon, the interesting 


ane 


Beatle gets a comprehensive retro- 
spective treatment of his finest solo 
musical moments, culled from a vari- 
ety of sources. Original promotional 
films, home movies, archival footage 
and new work are threaded together 
to illustrate songs like “Working Class 
Hero” and “Jealous Guy.” Extras 
include rare footage from TV and film 
appearances as well as an audio-only 
function with a photo slideshow, It’s 
engrossing and entertaining, even if 


you still blame Yoko for breaking up 
the Beatles. Ideal for: anyone who 
owns a Beatles record 

Then there are artists who want 
to do something more than a video 
Enter French house producers Daft 
Punk, who made a statement about 
celebrity by dressing up like robots 
for the promotion of their last 
album, Discovery. They also hired 
legendary Japanimation director 
Leiji Matsumoto to draw up the 


videos, which all seem to revolve 
around a plot about rock stars from 
another planet who get kidnapped 
for devious purposes back on Earth. 
The entire thing has been fleshed 
out into a feature-length musical, 
Interstella 5555: The Story of 
the Secret Star System (Virgin) 

Without a word of dialogue, pro- 
pelled only by Discovery’s filtered 
pop house beats, the film tells a tale 
of the vacancy and evil of the star- 
making machine, and even manages 
to fit a mushy love story in there as 
well. There’s a second CD featuring 
rare remixes and tracks that were 
originally offered on the Daft Club 
website. Ideal for: that cartoon- 
loving ex-raver. 

The DVD format has also revived 
the concert film, with huge tours 
being capped with a digital keepsake. 
The Foo Fighters have opted for the 
bare essentials on their disc, Every- 
where But Home (RCA/BMG), 
recorded during their 2002/2003 
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Continued from page 33 


world tour. Not one but two full con- 
certs have been dropped on here, 
although the Icelandic performance 
is an audio-only feature with a 
behind-the-scenes photo slideshow. 
Everything, however, comes across in 
sparkling surround sound. Our Lady 
Peace seems to have put a bit more 
thought into their simply-titled Live 
disc, including interviews, a surpris- 
ingly asinine behind-the-scenes “doc- 
umentary” by MuchMusic’s George 
Strombopolis and deleted footage. 
Bonus points for the fact that it was 
filmed during the band’s Edmonton 
and Calgary stops. Ideal for: any- 
one who went to these shows. 


SOME BANDS HAVE OPTED to com- 
bine live concert films with compan- 
ion audio CDs of the same show, so 
you can relive those moments any- 
where you go. In the case of Linkin 
Park, you can get down with their 
‘angst on Live in Texas (Warner 
Reprise Video), which paces frantical- 
ly through a selection of moments 
from their two records. Dizzying cin- 
ematography and sharp sound are 
here, but not much else. On the 
other hand, British conquerors Cold- 
play have a flashy package, Live 
2003 (EMI), which covers the world 
tour that pushed them closer to Next 
U2 status. Although the concert film 
itself is brilliantly executed, the 
lengthy tour documentary—which 
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Overrated 


on most discs amounts to little more 
than camcorder reportage of farting 
and towel-snapping—is an artful 
glimpse inside the band’s bubble, 
nicely done up in black and white. 
Ideal for: sensitive types who want 
to do something big with their lives. 
Of course, leave it to KISS to create 
a live album of obscenely epic propor- 
tions. KISS Symphony (Sanctuary) 
follows the theatrical Detroit rock 
band to Melbourne, Australia, where 
they translate hits like “Beth” and 
“Black Diamond” into orchestrated 
blowouts. There’s no Ace Frehley, but 
you do get an interesting feature- 
length documentary on one disc and 
the full concert on the other. There are 
no big surprises, but enough sheer 
spectacle to make you feel like you got 
your money’s worth. Ideal for: any- 
one who can sing the chorus of “I Was 
Made for Loving You” and mean it. 


THEN THERE ARE the artists who 
take advantage of the capaciousness 
of the DVD format by cramming 
everything they can into a single 
package. Teen rocker Avril Lavigne 
did that with My World (Arista), 
which cobbles together a live con- 
cert, behind-the-scenes footage and 
five music videos into a solitary disc. 
Skip the concert footage, if you 
can—Avril is about as exciting 
onstage as a pile of socks—and 
glimpse at how the young Napanee 
girl looks completely glazed as she 
drifts through her surreal rise to 
fame. Frightening. Ideal for: fans, 


guys who dig sk8tr girls. 

Conversely, you can get right 
down and geeky with Tenacious D’s 
double disc, The Complete Master- 
works (Epic). A live concert is the 
heart of disc one, but don’t overlook 
the madly hysterical HBO episodes 
that ran with Mr. Show, where Jack 
Black and Kyle Gass transformed 
their love of rock's theatrical might 
into a weird amalgam of homage 
and satire. The second disc is intend- 
ed for the “psychofan,” and includes 
original short films, TV appearances, 
music videos and documentaries. It’s 
also proof that you can rock with 
acoustic guitars—it’s all in the atti- 
tude. Ideal for: anyone who's given 
up hope on music. 


THEN THERE’S THE ULTIMATE in 
hubris—making a movie about how 
great you are. Check out Snoop 
Dogg's latest joint, Boss Playa 
(Snoopadelic/Priority), which is billed 
as “the world’s first gangsta musical.” 
Purportedly a portrayal of a typical 
day in the life of “Bigg Snoop Dogg,” 
the half-hour film follows the rapper 
as he makes the rounds of his neigh- 
bourhood in a custom Cadillac, 
pimpin’, hustlin’ and smokin’ his 
way around to make sure his seedy 
empire is makin him dollas. It’s a 
comic fantasy, of course—I doubt 
Snoop gets up, smokes a blunt and 
irons his tracksuit every morning, 
then ends his day with a huge 
BBQ/orgy. If he does, though, I want 
to be at that party. Extras include 
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videos, new songs and a documen- 
tary. Ideal for: would-be playas. 

Oh yeah. The ultimate video col- 
lection. Duran Duran Greatest 
(EMI). Two discs of the most well- 
coifed boys in the history of music 
video, who never filmed a single clip 
that made any sense whatsoever. 
Relive the utter confusion, sigh over 
the prettiness and experience the 
sudden realization that their first two 
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records were actually pretty good. 
There’s two discs here, packed with 
digitally remastered visuals and 
audio, as well as tons of hidden fea- 
tures like alternate films, rare inter- 
views and other goodies. Also 
includes the near-pornographic ver- 
sion of “Girls on Film” and “The 
Chauffeur.” Ideal for: any girl over 
the age of 25. John was such a dream, 
wasn't he? © 
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Baby, you're the greatest 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 


henever a musician or a band 
We: out a greatest-hits pack- 
age, it usually means one of 

|two things—either they’re buying 
time before their next record is due, 
or they're at the end of their career. 
' Of course, sometimes it’s just nice to 
have all those great songs all in one 
place. How many people actually 
own a Bob Marley album other than 


“(Casas > 
OLE ESD I 


Legend? Exactly. 

Brit agit-rock band Primal 
Scream may never have been a big 
thing on this side of the ocean, but 
they could make a good epic song 
when they wanted to. Hence Dirty 
Hits (Epic), a double-disc introduc- 
tion to Bobby Gillespie’s iconoclas- 
tic band. From the hazy post-rave 
glide of “Come Together” to the 
raging “Swastika Eyes,” Dirty Hits is 
an unbridled romp through feed- 
back, genre-jumping and complete 
excess. Ideal for: overcaffeinated 
Britpop fans. 

Equally unpredictable are Guided 
by Voices, who have cobbled togeth- 
er Human Amusements at 
Hourly Rates (Matador), a high- 
lights companion to their recent box 


ba a 


set Hardcore UFOs. There are 32 
songs here, sequenced according to 
taste rather than popularity, which 
means you get recent numbers like 
“My Kind of Soldier” rubbing up 
alongside obscure songs like 


| TANTHOLOGIES 


“Drinker’s Peace.” This is how post- 
rock sounded before it got all seri- 
ous. Ideal for: the indie kid with a 
soft spot for R.E.M. 

British electronic group Under- 
world may be best known for the 
Trainspotting anthem “Born Slippy 
NUXX,” but they’re probably the 
biggest influence on the progressive 
house spun by the likes of Sasha 


The Fethro Tull 


4) Christmas Album 


~ 
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IDAYS 
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JUSTIN TIME FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
VARIOUS 
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FROST BITE 
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and Digweed. On Anthology 1992- 
2002 (JOB/V2) the group traces 
their evolution from their days as 
Lemon Interrupt (“Bigmouth”) to 
their present icon status (“Two 
Months Off”) without ever sound- 
ing dated. You can’t say that about 
many of their contemporaries. 
Ideal for: the would-be superstar 
DJ in the family. 

Some bands like to use the 
greatest-hits format to throw some 
new songs out there—or simply con 
fans into buying the same old 
mediocre songs for the sake of a 
new one. However, in the case of 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, their 
Greatest Hits (Warner) is actually 
a collection of, well, actual good 
hits which sound better in each 


MAPLE GROOVE 


TANEE LEE 
REQUIEM 


BOYS AIR CHOIR 


A CHRISTMAS 


ALBUM 


VARIOUS 


THE EDGE OF 
CHRISTMAS 
VARIOUS 


CALIFORNIA GUITAR TAI 
A WOMAN 


UO} Was Dy a GE 


. 


SOUN CEU VICE 


other’s company than they did on 
the original albums. Frankly, once 
the band shook off their pioneering 
rap-rock roots and started maturing 
on their last two records, they 
became a better group. But who 
cares? This is music to get freaky to. 
Ideal for: the jaded Limp Bizkit 
fan who needs to be saved. 


COLUMBIA RECORDS actually start- 
ed a good thing a year or so ago 
when they began their Essential 
series, which allows an artist to cull 
their back catalogue and put togeth- 
er a comprehensive retrospective for 
a reasonable price. It worked for the 
Clash, and it’s working for Bruce 


SEE PAGE 38 
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Anthologies 


Continued from page 36 


da Sornertacs His Essential triple- 


disc set may not be anything special 
for the diehard fan who 
already has every album, 
bootleg and box set, but 
there’s a lot of brilliant 
music here. The real treat is 
the third disc, which is filled 
with rare songs and alter- 
nate versions. Ideal for: 
blue-collar heroes. 

Another artist deserving 
of a career-spanning analy- 
sis is Billy Bragg, who gets 
his due with Must I Paint 
You a Picture?: The Essential 
Billy Bragg (Outside). From haunt- 
ing left-bank anthems like “Levi 
Stubbs’ Tears” and “A New England” 
to more recent vitriolic protests like 
“Take Down the Union Jack,” this 
triple-disc collection is an excellent 
introduction for people who never 


- THE NEW AK OBSERVER 


heard of the Brit before Wilco 
recorded some Woody Guthrie 
songs with him. Ideal for: coffee- 
house liberals who need a lesson in 
workers’ politics. 


The grumpy alternarawk press 
may have written off siren Tori 
Amos as a flighty headcase, but 
don’t say you haven't listened to 
one of her songs and not been curi- 
ous about what goes on in her nog- 
gin. Well, kick back and speculate 
some more with Tales of a Librar- 


“Remem nber the last time a cute, blond 
British ah teamed up with a gang of 
RGB veterans ai and delivered a heart- 


stay ping 


etra-soul album? Neither do we. 


r.. ne-eyed soul." 


ee Edmonton: 10232 106 St 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 
Red Deer: 5239-53 Ave 340-0500 


ian (Atlantic), which skips through 
her output since 1995’s Little Earth- 
quakes. Using language that’s poetic 
and frank in equal measure, Amos 
could also trill over a decent groove 


few years, then take some consola- 
tion in the imaginatively titled Hit 
(Real World/Geffen). The first disc 
covers the obvious chart-toppers 
like “Solsbury Hill” and “Sledge- 


from time to time. On this collec- 
tion, there’s the added treat of 
Armand Van Helden’s bumping 
remix of “Professional Widow.” 
Ideal for: slutty librarians. 


IF YOU THINK Peter Gabriel’s out- 
put has been spotty over the past 


low price 
sound advice 


hammer,” but it’s the second disc, 
dubbed “Miss,” that has Gabriel’s 
more interesting moments. The out- 
standing “In Your Eyes” and “San 
Jacinto” are among the highlights 
here. Forever the forward-thinking 
guy, the worldly Gabriel has includ- 
ed an interactive musical track, 


AES: 4o0 tel Sr 
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Soe Arts Centre 


= T Jane Stoerry 


Shushan - Songs of the Ear th 
, Tuesday, December 9, 7:30 p.m. 


This five time Juno nominee and Folk 

Music Festival favorite brings her very special 

% sound to the season. Jane will perform a mixture 
new songs, her hit Calling all Angels from the 
soundtrack of Pay Jt Forward, and a collection of holiday hymns from her 
new CD, SUSHAN The Palace (Hymms of the Earth). 
Tickets: $20 adults, $15 students & seniors 


Pro Coro Canada 
Family Christmas Concert 
Saturday, December 13", 7:30 p.m. 
Edmonton-based choir Pro Coro Canada is back 
at Horizon Stage for its third annual Family 
. Es Christmas concert. Sit back and let the sound of the 

season surround you or sing along with your favorite tunes. This is a magical 
event for children, parents and grandparents alike. 
Tickets : $15 adults, $8 children 12 & under www.procoro.ab.ca 


e e 
Nils Ling 
The Truth About Christmas 
Saturday December 20", 7:30 p.m. 
Author, playwright, actor, and a fianionally= 
syndicated television and radio commentator Nils 
Ling will tell holiday stories that will melt your 


heart and tickle your funnybone. Join Nils and his special guests Cynthia 
MacLeod and Gordon Belsher for some Christmas fiddle music and fun. 


Tickets: $20 adults, $15 students & seniors 


Box Office: 962-8995 
Taxa aarp. i: 


Theatre: 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, AB 
Box Office: 420 King Street, King Street Mall 
www.horizonstage.com 
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“The Tower That Ate People,” ¢}, 
you can play on your compute) 
Ideal for: white guys who we, 
those Afro-ethnic hats and vests 

The greatest collection offered y 
this season, however, is tj, 
five-disc Johnny Cash gy 
Unearthed (American/| 
versal). Assembled from ¢j, 
extensive archives built } 


2003, Unearthed i; 
engrossing journey led } 
one of the greatest voice; jj 
popular music, Include 
among the unreleased studio sessio 
and outtakes is an entire album , 
gospel tunes entitled My Mother 
Hymn Book. However, the mo 
enthralling and haunting moment 
the entire set is a duet of “Redempii 
Song” by Cash and the late Joe Strugj 
mer. Ideal for: anyone with a soul. 


www.sheeba.ca 


www.nilsling.com 
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»f Christmas 
performers 


y DAVE JOHNSTON 


walk through a mall right now, 
and you'll hear all the Christ- 
mas music you'll ever want, 
nd then some. Yet every year, peo- 
Je want more. It isn’t enough to 
ave A Charlie Brown Christmas or a 


lant more season- 
music because, well, it’s the most 
jonderful time of the year. 

Diehard traditionalists who like to 
aul out Yule logs and bedeck their 
lome in classic decorations may be 
artial to the latest offering from the 


Nettwerk) is a compendi- 
m of previously released 


lected by the group to 
flect the spirit of the 


pu can’t look at them 


ite beautiful—because 
ey're really, really, really 
Ot. Maybe next time, a 
D called Naked Ass 
ristmas or something, 
ease. Better yet, come to 
ly home. 

Anyway, another come- 
lass with a traditional 
ent is R&B songstress 
anti. The simply titled 
hanti’s Christmas (The 
ic/Def Jam) may come 
om Irv Gotti’s Murder 
- camp, but there’s nary 
int of ill will, gang-ban- 
n’ or pimpin’ on this ele- 
Int pop record, on which 
PP singer lets her silky- 

hooth voice glide through 
unobtrusive collection. 
‘ not the most striking 
you'll hear, but at least 

B Christmas album the 
te family could proba- 
y agree on. Mind you, I 
uld have liked to hear 
t do a track like “Thug- | 
’ Santa” or something. 
' know, for kicks. 

There once was a time 


Seasonal tunage, courtesy of pop’s 
©. Last year, though, Nettwerk 
"sed Maybe This Christmas, a light- 
tted collection that also raised 


5 sung by Bing 
osby. No, people 


aterial and new stuff CLS “5 et 
PASH AWHMS % 
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casion. It’s really too bad Seat 


money for a good cause. Another disc 
hits stores this year, Maybe This 
Christmas Too?, which sees Rufus 
Wainwright, Guster, Dave Matthews 
and Badly Drawn Boy trotting out 
unique interpretations of classic 
songs, as well as a few originals. 
Among the highlights are the Flaming 
Lips taking on “White Christmas” and 
Oh Susanna’s tribute to Otis Redding 
and the Band with the old hymn “Go 
Tell It on the Mountain.” Another rea- 
son to consider grabbing a copy? All 
the proceeds go to the Marine Toys for 
Tots, man. 

Blueshounds will relish the newest 
collection from 
Alligator Records. 
Their Genuine 
Houserockin’ 
Christmas has enough jumpin’ 
blues belters to make you spike up the 
eggnog and throw a Yuletide party. 
Need some names? How about Koko 
Taylor, Shemekia Copeland, W. C. 
Clark, Roomful of Blues and Coco 
Montoya, for starters? It’s 
not a sophisticated offer- 
ing, but it’s surprisingly 
§ fun, and it breaks the tedi- 
um of yet another version 
of “Silent Night.” 


$ 


OF COURSE, what would 
Christmas be without a 
few crazy records? In the 
‘90s, we had the Jingle 
Cats. This year, Mark Fari- 
na’s house label Om 
Records has delivered 
some smooth rocking 
beats with hOMe for the 
Holidays, a groovy mix of 
Yule-inspired cuts by resi- 
dent Om artists like 
Kaskade, Sutro Heights and 
King Kooba. Shake your 
booty to the futuristic 
sound of “Charlie Brown 
Cut Up” by Colossus and 
you'll never see Peanuts in 
the same way again. It’s 
the next disc that will flip 
your lid, though. 

Yes, if you've ever won- 
dered what Mel Tormé’s 
version of “The Christmas 
Song” would sound like 
after being put through 
the remix grinder, then 
Christmas Remixed (Six 
Degrees) is worth your 
salty dollar. Bing Crosby, 
Dean Martin, Johnny Mer- 
cer and the Berlin Sym- 
phony Orchestra all get 
their work rejiggered for 
the office party dance 
floor by the likes of Dan 
the Automator, Mocean 
Worker and Robbie Hardkiss. Get 
down to Andy Williams stuttering 
through “It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year.” On second 
thought, maybe you shouldn't. © 


£ 


Partec, 
CrTec 


STUART McLEAN 


At The Vinyl Café — The Christmas Concert 


Stuart McLean and The Vinyl Café Orchestra’s perennial favourite, 
this 68-minute CD is filled with Stuart’s stories about Dave, his 
family and his store (induding the dassic, “Dave Cooks A Turkey”), 
and with joyous tunes by the 7-member Vinyl Café Orchestra. 


Original Soundtrack 
LOST IN TRANSLATION 
The soundtrack to Sofia Coppola's celebrated new film starring Bill 
Murray and Scarlett Johansson features exdusive new music by 
Air and Kevin Shields (his first in 12 years since My Bloody 
Volentine’s LOVELESS!), plus tracks by Squarepusher, Death In 
Vegas and The Jesus & Mary Chain. 


, 


cocktails for chilly December eves! 


omay 


Various Artists 

CHRISTMAS REMIXED: 

Holiday Classics Re-Grooved 

Your all-time favourite Christmas dassics as performed by Duke 
Bllington, Louis Armstrong, Dean Martin, Andy Williams, Bing Crosby, 
Mel Tormé and others are now even more joyfully funky! “There 
will probably not be a better Christmas album this year... and there 
may not be better one for mony years.” — All Music Guide 


Must | Paint You A Picture?: 

The Essential Billy Bragg 

This 2-(D, 40-song, 2+ hour career retrospective celebrates the 
20 years since Billy Bragg first emerged with an omp, o guitar, 
and something to say. This great artist's first best of, 


it includes both his solo work and collaborations 
with Wilco. 


a2 \. 
Sto 4 


tosthdn Translation 


PS 


KID KOALA 
Some Of My Best Friends Are DJs 


Like a DJ culture answer to James Brown, or maybe Santa, Kid 
Koala (Montreal's Eric San) never rests. Between his worldwide 
headlining tours, opening slots for acts like Radiohead and Ben 
Harper, being one-third of Deltron 3030, and publishing o 
300-page comic book, Koala has completed his much- 
anticipated second album, SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE DJs. 
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- All Out War, Condemned to 
‘Suffer (Victory) This is the angri- 
est, loudest and scariest record put 
out in this calendar year. Only give 
this to a neighbour who wears a lot 
of T-shirts with pentagrams on them. 
— STEVEN SANDOR 


Five discs that prove that 
Edmonton has a vibrant 
music scene 


gCommunikation, 1 Westbound 
(Red Antenna) Local producer/DJ 
Scott McFadyen spends more time in 
front of his computer screen than a 
teenager with a videogame addiction. 
Take a listen to his tripped-out tech- 
house and you'll soon realize why. 

The Floor, Autonomy Off/On 
(independent) Much has been 
made of this band’s inspiring take on 
all things post-punk. Dig deeper, 
however, and you’re more likely to 
find hints of psychedelia, shoegazer 
pop and even dance music slinking 
in and out of the mix. 

Sneak Thief, Dirty Romantic 
(Gingerbread House) Local sleaze 
wizard Michel Morin sure knows 
how to rock a dancefloor. Likewise, 
on record this cat throws down some 
of the nastiest Euro-electro this side 
of DJ Hell. Slammin’? Like a Hart 
family reunion. 

Champion, Alberta, The Sow’s 
Ear (independent) No other band 


in Edmonton right now is as volatile 
and unpredictable (musically, anyway) 
as these dudes. This debut CD slams 
more good ideas into 17 minutes than 
a coffee date with Linus Torvalds. 

Our Mercury, Your Medicine 
(Farway) What happens when 
three teenagers move to Montreal to 
play music? In the case of Our Mer- 
cury, they come back men with atti- 
tudes and killer tunes that conjure 
up the best of Fugazi and Hot Water 
Music. Feel-the-Pain. —Jerep Sturrco 


Five discs that might make 
a punk actually like you 


Supersuckers, Motherfuckers Be 
Trippin’ (Mid-Fi) The first track on 
this disc declares “Rock-n-Roll 
Records (Ain’t Selling This Year),” but 
I hope they’re wrong. Heart-wrench- 
ing songs about lost love smothered 
in rampant boozing makes this a per- 
fect disc for quiet reflection of full- 
on partying. Take yer pick. 

The Wednesday Night 
Heroes, Superiority Complex 
(Longshot) A giant “screw you” to 
all those closed-minded pundits 
who've ever said you’d get nowhere 
in life looking like a freak. The 
Heroes have proved time and again 
that being true to yourself is all that 
matters—that and making one hellu- 
va noise. This wicked disc is all any 
punk needs to hold their spiky head 
up high without shame or doubt. 

The Farrell Bros., Rumble @ 
the Opry (Teenage Rampage) The 


Your Music Destination 


10355 Whyte Avenue 


SPOT AD 
RAFTS 


world can always use another killer 
rockabilly record and Selkirk’s 
favourite sons have definitely pulled 
one off. Fast and loud enough to 
keep any punk happy, you can even 
slip this one past your (grand)folks 
who'll be impressed by its gritty, nos- 
talgic homage to times past. 

The Operators *780*, Power 
Version (Longshot) Who says skin- 
ny white boys can’t play music with 
soul? No third wave pop/ska trash 
here—just good, hip-wiggling beats 
with a splash of rude boy attitude. I 
just wish Power Version came in an 
extended version ‘cause it leaves you 
worked up and hungry for more. 

The Kasuals, Hate Me 
(Method) For those of us lucky 


enough to live in the winter wonder-- 


land of Edmonton, the Kasuals offer 
a welcome respite from corporate 
punk. Silly without being stupid, 
meaningful without being preachy 
and just plain fun this EP deserves 
heavy rotation. Play it loud. Play it 
often. Just don't introduce the band 
to yer mom, unless you’re looking 
for a new and interesting sibling. — 
PHit DuPERRON 


Five discs for the sistas 
who ain’t havin’ it 


Calvin Richardson, 2:35 p.m. 
(Hollywood/Universal) He’s still 
looking for his own unique sound, 
but Richardson has created a solid, 
straightforward R&B album. And 
from what the ladies have told me, 


Gurwss ‘ 


Yorn g 
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@umgD 


t 


my 


_From Where 


he’s not too bad to look at either. 

Anthony Hamilton, Comin’ 
I’m From 
(Arista/BMG) Soul music delivered 
by one of the most experienced voie- 
es in the scene today, Hamilton va 
notonly appeal to the women out 
there, but may convert a few guys to 
the softer side of things as well. 

R. Kelly, The R. in R&B Col- 
lection Volume 1 Jive/BMG) R. 
Kelly’s success in 2003 makes it hard 
to keep him off this list. And this 
greatest hits/remix collection is too 
good to overlook. 

Dave Hollister, Real Talk 
(Dreamworks/Universal) The 
former member of BLACKstreet 
delivers a dose of reality, heavy on 
the first-person perspective. With 
years of experience and an amazing 
back catalogue behind him, Hollis- 
ter’s an all-around good pick. 

Musiq (Soulchild) Soulstar 
(Def Soul/Universal) Refusing to 
succumb to the pressures that plague 
many artists after their third album, 
Musiq remains an soulful, relaxing 
singer. Soulstar is enduring from start 
to finish. —SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


Five—uh, six—CDs for the 
brothas on the block 


OutKast, Speakerboxxx/The Love 
Below (Arista/BMG) Because that 
one goes without saying. 

DJ Pump, Golden Era ’90-’94 
Volume 1 (independent) I'm 
hard-pressed to name a mixed CD 


= : 
2 APBING- 
mae VaING L% 
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with more thought, planning 4 
care put into it... ever. With this doy] 
ble CD of hip-hop classics, Calgary, 
DJ Pump has completely reinven;,j 
the way DJs will have to deliver ¢},. 
mixtapes. 

Wyclef Jean, The Preachey, 
Son (J/BMG) Okay, he may not 
the best singer in the world, and ;; 
rapper, he’s mediocre at best. py 
Wyclef’s creativity and unique sty, 
make The Preacher’s Son one of thy 
most memorable hip-hop albums 
the year. € 

Soulive, Turn It Out Remixed 

~(Velour/Red) As if 1999's Tur): 9 
Out wasn't enough, Soulive ha 
recruited producers the Beatnuts, ; 
Spinna, DJ Krush and Many More fj 
revamp their already-superior all. 
Add guest appearances } 
Wordsworth, Chali 2na, Me’shel| 
Ndegeocello and J-Live to the mj 
and the results are astounding. 

Nappy Roots, Woode 
Leather (Atlantic/Warner) A wa 
with words and a knack for deliver 
ing them makes Nappy Roots one 9 
the most respected hip-hop group 
in North America. The brutally hop 
est Wooden Leather explains why. | 

Jeru the Damaja, Diving 
Design (Ashenafi/Redey 
Though not as hard-hitting as bi 
previous releases, Jeru’s homecom| . 
after a seven-year absence is wal 
come. His style may not have ped 
gressed one bit, Divine Design's fot 
is on the lyrics, and that’s a go 
thing. —SEAN AusTIN-JOYNER 
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Double Fat Strat | i! Pree s : oe DJ «— dont tee 
ith matching headstock & = eS og Storm fe serreneenn Se 
™ nardware (Satin Black) _ Bass Pak oan eee bencged & 


includes: ; VTB-1 mic pre-amp, } 
amp, bag, fog machine 
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| Korg Microkorg virtual 
analog synth with vocod 

Yorkville Numark Battle Pak 4 -hamalints : een 
YSM1P , 2 turntables, mixer | $4990 | 9 
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t's a good night for rocking out to some beats. Over at the Standafd, deep house 
will be the order with Calgary’s Jon Delerious bringing in some of his Nordic Trax 
creations, while Red’s hosts the Road Trip, featuring popstars Len, rappers IRS, Boz 
& Stay and punks Output. Oh yeah, did we mention that Junior Sanchez, one 
of New York City’s finest electro-house DJs, is also on that bill? Yeah. 


MAPLE MUSIC RECORDING ARTIST 


They fought the peanut butter overlords, and won. Well, sort of. Local soul-funk 
group JIF had to can their logo and website (choosejif.com), but they did win the 
fight to keep the name, which is fine by them. If you’re in the mood for rhythm 
so thick and smooth you could spread it on some toast and eat it, go down to 
New City. Get there early and catch the very sexy reggae riddims of Souljah Fyah. 


JASON PLUMB ccx.wairons 


W/ PAUL BRILL (NEW YORK CITY) 
AND JENNIFER KRAATZ 


TIX $7 @ DOOR, NO MINORS, DOORS @ 8:30PM 


Saturday Dec 20 


t's a triple-decker night of folk music nirvana at Queen Alexandra Hall, when the 
Northern Lights Folk Club brings together three brilliant players, all Alberta-born 
and bred. Gifted songwriters Jenny Allen, John Wort Hannam and Lionel Rault 
will be rolling out some thoughtful tunes all night long, keeping the winter chill at 
bay as they warm your spirit. Tickets are $16 at the door. 


A BENEFIT FOR THE CROSS CANCE 


W/ RESONANCE, STEREO THERAPY, 
SUBSTANCE, ano STERILE PAUSE 


TIX $5, NO MINORS 
Saturday Jan 10 — 
ee 2 


Local roots icon Terry Morrison is celebrating the release of her long-awaited 
CD High Mileage Soul in style with a big ol’ bash at the Yardbird Suite. Tickets are 
only $6 at the door, and the show starts at 8 p.m. And children are more than 
welcome. If you'd rather go on a road trip and do some dancing, pack up the car 
and head down to Calgary to see British hard dance DJs Judge Jules and Lisa Lash- 
es rip up the Whiskey Nightclub. 


Step one: pick up a copy of Vue Weekly. Step two: remove the CD Gift Guide sup- 
plement from the centre. Step three: read through it, heed its advice. Step four: 
make a list of CDs and DVDs you’‘d like to give your friends/spouse/family/ene- 
mies. Step five: go to a mall/big box store/local indie shop that sells CDs and 
DVDs. Step six: forget everyone else and get everything for yourself. You greedy, 
greedy bastard. 


here's a lot going on tonight, but the most unusual show you can see is at the 
Sidetrack Café. Local musicians Ben Spencer, Dale Ladouceur, Mike McDonald 
and others are getting together to put on Rain Dogs, a tribute to the grand talent 
that is Tom Waits. Expect to hear a few gems through the night, although we 
doubt anyone will even attempt to sound like they’ve scrubbed their throat with 
ire and bourbon. Tickets are $8 at the door, show starts at 9 p.m. 


ANTIFREEZE 2004 


BATTLE OF THE BANDS 


FOR REGISTRATION INFO GO TO WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/ANTIFREEZE 


| Uj ] | if[t | 7 
e’re only weeks from Christmas, and if you’ve got a need to get in touch with 
Your Celtic side, then walk over to the Winspear Centre for a bit of traditional Yule Saturday Jan 24 

cheer. The charming Maritime chanteuse Mary Jane Lamond is back in town = 
ith the Irish Descendants at the invitation of the World at Winspear series. Tick- 4 

els are $29, available only at the Winspear box office. \ 4 


WARNER RECORDING ARTIST 
FROM HALIFAX 


F = 

ICWSWIFE 
Pioneering music website MP3.com shut down last Tuesday, leaving thousands of independent musicians scrambling to 
find a new network... Cape Breton fiddler Ashley Maclsaac has announced that he will run for office in the next federal 
election.... Kitchens and Bathrooms will break up after playing two last shows in their hometown of Kitchener, 
Ontario... Winnipeg has been confirmed as the locale for the 2005 Juno Awards, the 2004 edition of which will take 
Place here in Edmonton during the first weekend of April... Venerable local guitarist Mike Plume comes home for the 
holidays with a special show at the Provincial Museum Theatre on December 27.... Offbeat electronic music label Warp 
Records has announced that their entire catalogue will be available for download from their company website... Defec- 
tive DVDs are the order of the day for Our Lady Peace, who have been forced to replace first-run copies of Live after 
some turned out to be less than perfect. 


BUCK 65 
W/GUESTS 


| 492- 2048 or visit Www.su.Ualberta.ca/events vy 
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Jane's transfixion 


By JAMES ELFORD 


at’s in a name? Plenty in the 
W:: of Shushan (Hymns of the 
Earth), a Christmas record that’s 

the latest project in the ever-growing 


Jane Siberry finds 
herself entranced 
by Handel and 

Bach on Shushan 


melnyK (bro, london vi 

electro (clean & ity), ecstatic pop, 
anthemic beats Travy D (thursday night shakedown & 
stellor wednesdays) britpop, sities beat, 
mod theme songs 


Lee Modern dourtoun voncuver) 
spaceaged bachelor, maximum r&b, 


stomping soul closscs 


§ Master F (blockdeg tuesdays) 
deep dark northern soul, ska, ond reggae 
essentials 


Tickets $6 in advance, $8 ot door, 
Available ot New City, Freecloud, 
listen, Sound Connection, and Blackbyrd. 
Doors 9 pm til late, Dress to Impress, 


Blue Jay (resident, saturdays suck) 
indie, punk, and glam rock faves 
from 1964 to 2004 


REA 


oe Ci 


1081 Josper Ave 


oeuvre of free-spirited, Juno-winning 
singer/songwriter Jane Siberry. 

“I was gonna call it Snow on Snow 
because it’s a Christmas record,” 
Siberry explains in her familiarly del- 
icate voice, “but then I was reading 
the Book of Esther when the hair 
went up on the back of my neck and 
I realized /Shushan] was supposed to 
be the name of the record.” 

Siberry claims not to know why 
the name of the city where an army of 
Jews slew hundreds of their enemies 
struck her as important, but nonethe- 
less she says it had a strong effect on 
the record and gave the arrangements 
a more significant and personal feel. 
“Some songs decided they didn’t want 
to be in it and some songs came 
knocking on the door. I looked up 
what the word meant and it meant 
‘lily’—the title of my original record 
that this is supposed to help promote.” 

Odd coincidences aside, Shushan 
isn’t Siberry’s first venture into spiri- 
tually influenced music, nor is it the 
first time she’s demonstrated her 
willingness to change in order to let 
her musical intuition run free. While 
Siberry is best-known for songs like 
her breakout underground single 
“Mimi on the Beach” and sound- 
track songs, like her 1993 duet with 
k.d. lang “Calling All Angels” (from 
the Wim Wenders film Until the End 
of the World) and “It Can’t Rain All 
the Time” (from The Crow), her 
discography contains plenty of sur- 
prises for anyone industrious 
enough to investigate it. 

“A lot of people still come to my 
shows who still only know me from 
The Crow, which is always interest- 


ing because they never quite know 
what to expect,” Siberry says. “They 
come and they’re surprised and awk- 
ward and then interested, all these 
martial arts types.” 

Siberry’s musical journeys have 
taken her to a number of unconven- 
tional places, such as the jazz- 
inspired Maria, Teenager (on which 
she revisited songs she wrote as a 
teenager) and A Day in the Life NYC, a 
collection of sound collages. Shushan 
has more in common with her simi- 
larly-themed Christmas cover album 
Child: Music for the Christmas Season 
and Hush, a collection of American 
and Celtic spiritual and folk songs. 


SHUSHAN DEVELOPS the ideas behind 


Child and Hush by bringing Siberry’s 


=| SPIRITUAL 


unique vocal approach to a collection 
of religious classics by composers such 
as Bach and Mendelssohn. The disc 


also features three familiar arias from - 


Handel's Messiah, as well as the sweet, 
odd “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree.” “I 
had in my mind a balance where you 
have an underpinning of very classical 
arrangements and then me with all 
the vocals, the brass arrangements and 
string arrangements,” Siberry says. “I 
wanted some kind of... not disso- 
nance, but a more unusual sense of 
harmony and a moodiness you don’t 
find in classical arrangements. I would 
hope that [the songwriters] feel under- 
stood by me, and I did get a feeling in 
my gut that it was all good and fine.” 
Siberry’s search for the perfect 


songs for the album took her to , 
number of churches where she pore 
over hymnbooks—a process that was 
both fun and agonizing. “The music 
had to move me somehow and | 
heard so many songs that were just 
I couldn't do them—the music wa; 
too plain,” she says. “And I don; 
mean uncomplicated, but it jus, 
wasn’t beautiful music. And I wa; 
sorry in a lot of cases because I love, 
the words but I couldn’t do it as , 
song. And in other cases I loved the 
music and I rewrote the words, like 
‘A star shall rise up out of Jacob.’” 

Despite the religious nature o{ 
the original versions of the songs 
Siberry sees her album as at once 
spiritual and secular. “I think every. 
one’s spiritual and that was the focus 
of the record,” she says. “To pull the 
feelings that were being lost because 
of an unnatural charge from formal 
Christianity when in fact they were 
about hope and people who were 
able to transform things.” 

Change seems'to be a constant 
in Siberry’s life. Her habit of switch. 
ing music styles, clothing and hair. 
styles has earned her a reputation for 
quirkiness, a word she dislikes even 
as she makes it impossible for fans to 
predict what she’ll do next. “I think 
I like walking on the edge of 
change,” she says. “That interface is 
essential to my life force. If things 
don’t change, I’ll make them change. 
That’s me now—maybe I'll change 
in 10 years.” © 


JANE SIBERRY 
Horizon Stage (Spruce Grove) ¢ Tue, 
Dec 9 (7:30pm) 


By JENNY FENIAK 


Terry blossoms 


Terry Morrison CD Release ¢ Yard- 
bird Suite * Sun, Dec 7 Youth is 
overrated, despite all its reckless glory, 
and no one knows that better than 
local singer/songwriter Terry Morrison. 
Just listen to her new CD, High Mileage 
Soul, on which Morrison’s unique voice 


handles everything from a smoky jazz _ 


roll to the soft sweetness of lullabies, 
and you'll hear all the wonders travel- 
ing a little distance will uncover. 

The albums title was inspired in ‘part 
by Morrison’s partner and musical collab- 
orator John Gorham. “We were talking on 
the phone a few years ago,” she says, 
“and | had just come back from touring. | 
had gone 9,000 miles by myself, y'know, 
just driving all over the States and Cana- 
da. And he was talking about how he’s 
put on so many miles. So between all of 
that, we both realized we'd put on’ thou- 
sands of miles. It also refers to a state of 
being. Like, if you’ve gone a lot of miles in 
a lot of different directions.” 

Which Morrison definitely has. Born 
and raised in Edmonton, Morrison picked 
up on her gift of song at a very young 
age. “| used to make up songs to the 


Terry Morrison 


sound of the wringer washer,” Morrison 
recalls with a laugh. “| would make up 
songs to the rhythm. Y’know how kids 
are, they get on these long songs and 
they get all emotional. But it was just 
because of the rhythm of the washing 
machine. It'd get me going.” 

Since those long-ago days, Morrison 
has maintained music as a constant part 
of her life. During her numerous moves 
across Canada, she always found herself 
singing, but the tunes usually belonged 
to someone else. Then, in 1991, Morri- 
son returned to Edmonton in the hopes 
of revitalizing her art. “I actually came 
back here,” she says, “because | wanted 
to do something with my own music 
sort of seriously ‘cause I’d never really 
given it a good shot—like, recorded any- 
thing. | just decided it was time to hon- 
our the music. Like, | knew people here 


already, my contemporaries. Plus, a fair 


number of people already knew me here 
in the music scene, so it wasn’t like | was 


special. As a seasoned musician an 


ing her, her vibrant and colour!’ 


starting from scratch. You have a sup: 
port system, y'know?” 

High Mileage Soul features some of 
Morrison’s favourite local players, all 0! 
whom she’s played with in the past 
“Maria [Dunn] and Kevin [Cook] and! 
do The Christmas Carol Project eve'y 
year, so we're involved in that, and 
Thom Golub | played with just a cou” 
ple times before,” she says. “And! 
used to sing with the Jump Orchest™@ 
when | first came back to Edmonto" 
so | used to play with Bob Tildesley.”— 

Her appreciation for community 
just a small part of makes-her songs 0 


confirmed high-mileage soul, Morris" 
knows how to-appreciate life’s fin® 
points—and how to communicate tha 
love through her music. With such 
close-knit family of musicians surroun 


arrangements have a waren an 
integrity youth will never know. © 
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CASH UNEARTHED 


this Ch 
5 CD BOXSET 
+ 79 Tracks from the American Recordings era 
* Includes 64 songs (4 entire discs) of never-before-heard recordings 
from the original sessions 
* Contains ‘My Mother's Hymn Book’ - a complete, never released solo 
acoustic spiritual album 


+ Deluxe packaging includes a 104-page cloth bound book, never before 
Also Available seen photos, and Johnny's personal comments 


CASH 


Q American Ill, Solitary Man 


Q American Recordings 
Q) Unchained 
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Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 sound advi ce 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 * Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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~ The best holiday deals. 
No ifs, ands, or buts. 


10025 Jasper Ave,, #36 
Connect 

TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave. 
Save On Telecom 
10528 — 102 St. 


WESTEND 


ns 


Communications 
10620 — 178 St. 


Cellular 
10429 - 178th St., #100 
Save On Telecom 
17543 - 100th Ave, 
TAC Mobility 
9985 - 170 St. 
Wireless Technology 
10203 - 178th St. 
NORTH 
Communications Group 
13040 ~ 50 St. 
Custom Cellular 
Skyview Power Centre 
13322 — 137 Ave. North West 
Edmonton Celular 
14903- 118 Ave. 
Edmonton Wireless 
10235 - 124th St., #101 
Save On Telecom 
11150 - 149 St. 
Westcan Celiuiar 
12604 - 126 St. 
Westcan Wireless 
12618 — 124 St. 
SOUTH 
Alberta’ Mike 
3424 - 99th St. 
Alta-Comm Wireless 
8710 ~ Sist Ave. 
C fone Grol 
5926 — 99 St. 
Communications Group 
3739-99 St. 
Edmonton Celular 
10809 — 34 Ave. 
Mobilcorn Wireless 
6111-91 St 
TAC Motility 
4515 Gateway Bivd. 
Wireless City 
§912 - 104 St. 
Xcell Communications 
9703 - 41 Ave., #48 
Fort Saskatchewan 
Associated Telecom 
9914 - 103 St. 
Cambridge Electronics 
10420 — 98 Ave., #350 
Leduc 
Communications 2000 
5904 - 50 St. #6B 
Complete Communications 
$205 - 50 Ave, 
Leduc Gemmunications Inc. 
6109 - 45 St, #7 
Sherwood Park 
Bernie's Celular 
973 Ordze Rd. 
Complete Communications 
2020 Sherwood Dr., #9 


ae ak te Motorola 731 Samsung A540 LG 4600 Kyooora KE424C 


now $299.99 $299.99 row $299.99 $179.99 $249.99 $129.99 
niaciand Mier BOOIO $99.99 cos ~=$9O99 $29.99 $29.99' $24.99 


fig foxy HE ae Buy any TELUS phone this holiday season and get 
d HP Photosmart 145 printer-at a great iow 


1 you buy a camera phone. Available until up to 6 months of unlimited local calling in Canada 


while quantities last 


now $34.99” T 
with any camera phone purchase — | j FE L U 


(retail price $199.99) mobility™ 


0023 
200 


CSET te eee eee the future is friendly* _ Z 
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To find out about other great gift ideas, drop by your TELUS Mobility store, authorized dealer or retailer, or visit telusmobility.com 


P ¥ LE am 
Phone prices indicated are for new activations only, Not all phones, services, plans and features are available in all areas. Offer valid until December 31, 2003. New activations only. Picture Messaging is only available in our 1X digital coverage area. For more details and to sea coverage map 
mail-in resate. ®* After $100 instant rebate and US$SO (Cdn$65) HP mail-in rebate. HP mail-in rebate may vary because of changes in exchange rates, Some participating dealers and retailers may sell this printer for more. Only available at TELUS Mobility corporate stores, partici : 0 
Sea in store for details. Visit telusmobility.com /whatsnew for more information on this offer. Phone price based on a 3 year contract and $70 MIR, visit www.telusmobility.com /4600mir for more details on the MIR, +Sign'a 2 year contract and Leni of unlimi ~— ae inc 


6 months of unlimited local calling in Canada. Ofter available on the follawing rate plans: Talk 20, Talk 25, Talk 50, Talk 75, Talk 100, Talk 150, Talk Weekend 25, Free Time 30, Talk 40 Plus (Talk 40 Plus where available), Super Talk plans {Super Talk 
ay 
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ardcore twangers 
tne Supersuckers 
are back exploring 
ockier terrain 


py TIM PERLICH 


ne Supersuckers have taken so 
many detours into country terri- 
tory over the past few years, it’s a 
elcome surprise whenever they 
eturn to their hard-rockin’ roots, as 
hey do on their explosive new 
album Motherfuckers Be Trippin’. Fans 
of the New Bomb Turks will recog- 
ize that title—it’s the name of the 
mythical album the Turks’ wise- 
racking frontman, Eric Davidson, 
vould often claim his group was 
yorking on but never delivered. 

Since the Turks imploded, the 
onservation-minded Supersuckers 
didn’t see a problem with recycling 
he title for a new recording that, 
ppropriately enough, picks up where 
eir hard-thrashing contemporaries 
eft off. “We still love country music,” 
xplains Supersuckers main man 
<idie Spaghetti, who has Willie Nel- 
jon's digits on his speed-dial, “but we 
ike to keep our country and rock 
uff separate. So we plan to continue 
ternating between country and rock 


2 WWW. FOURW. 
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he /rippin' news 


records. In fact, I’ve just finished a 
solo country album—mostly covers 
of songs by Billie Joe Shaver, Merle 
Haggard and Steve Earle that I’ve 
been playing for a while—that should 
be out in January. With Motherfuckers 
Be Trippin’, we thought it was time to 
remind people that the Supersuckers 
are still the greatest rock ’n’ roll band 
in the world.” 

Cranking tunes like “Rock Your 
Ass,” “Pretty Fucked Up,” “Someday I 
Will Kill You” and “Bruises to Prove 


It” on the new disc makes a good case 
for the Supersuckers’ riff-rippin’ 
supremacy. It was very nearly their 
fiery final statement, though. While 
on a recent tour of Spain, their van 
spun out, leaving the badly battered 
band and crew members feeling lucky 
to be alive. “The rain was coming 
down hard and we started hydroplan- 
ing,” Spaghetti recalls. “When the van 
started to spin out of control, every- 
thing got real quiet and time seemed 
to stand still as we rolled into a ditch. 
We were really fortunate to walk away 
from it with a few broken bones and 
some cuts and bruises. At the hospital 
we thought, ‘Well, that’s it, let’s go 
home.’ But the next day things 
changed. We got this feeling of invin- 
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JUST CALL IN TO WIN! 
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cibility and decided to finish off the 
tour. It was like, ‘If we survived that, 
nothing can stop us now!” 


WELL, NOTHING EXCEPT maybe a 
Canadian Customs officer wearing 
tubber gloves. The last time they 
tried to cross the border for a Toron- 
to gig, they wound up bent over 
with their trousers around their 
ankles and vowed “Never again!” 
Fortunately, they've reconsidered. 
“They never entered our bodies,” 
Spaghetti says, quick to clarify the 
situation, “but it’s true that we did 
have to get naked at customs and lift 
up certain things and move them 
around so the officers could have a 
good look. After we were turned 
away, we spent an unscheduled 
night in Buffalo, where we had our 


nikita 
events 


wae. 


Fat 
c 


THE RESCHEDULED DATE au 


van broken into and all our gear 
stolen. So we probably did say some- 
thing rash at the time about not 
coming back, but there was a five- 
year period where we weren't 
allowed to return to Canada. 

“I’m happy that’s all behind us 
now,” he continues, “because [places 
like] Toronto and Montreal are great 


October date will be honored for this makeup show. 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 at cowsoys: 10102 130 st. EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


DOORS 7PM + 18+ « INFO: defstar.ca or 780.481.8739 ~ ADVANCE TICKETS: $15 (men), $10 (women) 


towns and we always have a good 
time there. When you consider the 
average career length of rock bands, 
it’s actually kind of amazing that 
we're still together and able to play 
{in Canada] again.” © 


THE SUPERSUCKERS 
With the Krazy 8's ¢ New City © Tue, Dec 9 


promotional passes or tickets purchased previously from 


aimee 


at Conboys Box Office / Underground WEM / Foosh / Sunkissed Tanning / Ticketmaster (chorge by phone @ 780.451.8000 or online ot wor ticketrmasterca) G3 
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BIG TIME 
ENTERTAINMENT, 


ws BIG TIME FUN! 


WEST EDMONTON MALL + PH: 481-6420 


Twirl IRS - BOZ & STAY 


TICKETS $14.95 ADVANCE 
$17.95 DAY OF. NG MANORS. 
AVAILABLE AT RED'S 


AND TICKETMASTER 


451-8000 


DOORS 7 PM, SHOW & PM, 
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~ FAREWATER 


TAIL SPIN 
SAT HEC cB 
SINCLAIR 
WITH COOKING UP SCIENCE 
SAT & SUN DEC 12 613 


FREE WITH 
VIP CARB 


FREE WITH 
viP CARB 


THE FAREWELL TOUR ! THEIR LAST SHOW EVER IN EDMONTON! 


WEDNESDAY DEC. 7 


Doors: 7 PM + Shaw: 9:30 PI 
SORRY, NO MINORS 


Tickets: $17.95 ADVANCE 
$19.95 DAY OF SHOW 
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Horn of plenty 


Jennifer Lea Horn * CD Release 
Party * Seedy’s * Thu, Dec 4 
“There are so many talented musicians 
out there that just can’t bite the bul- 
let,” says local singer/songwriter Jen- 
nifer Lea Horn. 

Now, before you ask what Horn is 
on about, here’s a little background 
information. “The album [Shelflife] 


MIDNIGHT 


Flux capacitor 


wednesiay's 


1.21 Jigawabts of sonic Love. 
supplied by megatiunes 
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JENNIFER LEA HORNE 
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took two years to make,” she 
explains. “I started it and recorded for 
six months literally in my producer's 
[Greg Johnston] basement. | finished 
that, saved up all my money and had 
it mixed and mastered, and then 
saved up all my money again and 
hired a graphic designer and got the 
CD manufactured.” 

So when Horn uses the words 
“bite the bullet,” she means laying 
down cash, working hard and pursu- 
ing your goals. Working exclusively 
on a Macintosh and computer soft- 
ware like Cubase, Horn and Johnston 
crafted a pop record filled with 
enough samples, loops and electronic 
wizardry to satisfy fans of both Sarah 
McLachlan and Bjork. 

“It was good for me to do this 
album so slowly,” Horn says, “because 
| was able to take my time. It was a 
real learning experience for me.” How- 
ever, when it comes to recreating 
Shelflife’s layered textures and electron- 
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jcs in a concert setting, Horn says that 
‘Bher sound becomes drastically differ- 
Bent. “My live sound is very different 
rom what | do in a produced environ- 
ent,” she says. “| think that when 
songs are conceived in the studio, it 
nives them a sense of solidarity. It’s 
Biso fun to play with all those [studio] 
joys and.be creative and experimental. 
) think being experimental helps you 
discover new things and new ideas.” 
Finally getting her debut CD out 
to the public is an obvious milestone, 
put Horn says she’s far from realizing 
all her goals. Besides winning a Juno, 
orn says her big dream is to see 
ore Canadian content on the world’s 
adio waves. “I wish their wasn’t so 
uch foreign—and when | say ‘for- 
eign’ | mean American—influence in 
anadian music,” she says. “Everyone 
facts all nonchalantly about a chick 
rom Edmonton, but all of a sudden 
people pay attention to a chick from 
A. or New York or Detroit.” (JS) 


he patience of a Saint 


aint Katherine ¢ With Champi- 
on, Alberta and the All-Purpose 
loltage Heroes ¢ Listen Records ° 
ri, Dec 5 What's in a name? For local 
usician Felix Carter, not a whole lot. 
arter says his chosen nom de rock, 
Saint Katherine, has little to do with his 
usic. “I think | kind of confuse peo- 
pic,” the soft-spoken Carter says, 
because I’m the opposite of church 
usic and I’m not female either. It’s 
jot on purpose or anything.” 

Muddying the waters even further 
s the fact that Carter performs as a 
lo artist even though “Saint Kather- 
ye” sounds more like the name of a 
band. “I really hate it when solo 
rlists just use their name,” he says. 
Like Sam Roberts—he might have 
ritten all the songs, but there’s a 
hole band there.” 

Carter lists artists like Chan Mar- 
all (of Cat Power fame) as big influ- 
nces on his approach. “Chan Marshall 
an play just as easily with her drum- 
er or as a solo artist,” he says. “I also 
ealized that someone like [American 
nger/songwriter du jour] Bright Eyes 
an either play with a band or play as 
solo artist—it’s actually very clever.” 

Friday’s show marks Carter’s debut 
blic performance, a prospect that 
ows ever more daunting as the date 
faws nigh. “| had this whole plan,” 


N@ Mudmen 


he says, “where | was going to use a 
[video] projector and interlay my 
songs with a visual component as well 
as the use of found sounds and vocal 
snippets and stuff. It was going to be a 
social commentary thing. But then 
that kind of fell through, so | decided 
last week that | was just going to write 
some songs and perform them.” 
Carter, who grudgingly describes 
himself as a singer/songwriter, says 
that he'll be playing a solo set—but it 
won't be acoustic. “Me and acoustic 
guitars don’t really mix well,” he says. 
“The last one | bought was this nine 
dollar ‘yard sale’ acoustic and it would 
not stay in tune. I'd rather play an 
electric that actually stays in tune.” (JS) 


Fyah in the belly 


Souljah Fyah ¢ With JIF ¢ New City 
¢ Fri, Dec 5 How many Edmontonian 
reggae bands can you name? A recent 
advert “dubbed” Janaya Ellis and her 
group Souljah Fyah as “Edmonton’s 
only reggae band.” This claim may or 
may not be true, but Ellis is right when 
she says her group is one of only a tiny 
handful of reggae outfits competing 
for local ears. “A lot of people don’t 
differentiate between reggae and ska,” 
she says. “We do mostly roots reggae 
or what we call progressive reggae, 
because we also dip into dancehall, 
dub and lover's rock.” 

Progressive or not, few genres are 
as strict in their subcategories as reg- 
gae. Whether it’s the dancehall stylings 
of Sean Paul or the hardcore vibe of 
Bounty Killa, it seems that if anyone 
strays too far from the formula, the 
term reggae is jettisoned in favor of a 
more specific (and occasionally confus- 
ing) new heading. Ellis, however, is 
unconcerned. “| don’t really mind clas- 
sifications,” she says, “[because] peo- 
ple always want to do that.” 

Ellis says that Souljah Fyah, which 
formed a year and a half ago, now 
performs half covers and half origi- 
nals—no small feat for a genre so 
steeped in musical conventions. “We 
do some Bob Marley, Peter Tosh and 
Sizzlah,” she says, “but we’ve been 
writing more lately.” 

A fan of reggae since childhood, 
Ellis and her five bandmates are current- 
ly hard at work on their debut CD, 
which should see the light of day some- 
time in the new year. “Because | grew 
up in a West Indian home,” she says, 


“sometimes it’s hard for me to describe 
our music to other people, because I’m 
just like, ‘It’s just music, don’t you 
know?’ Music has no borders, though. | 
don’t think that our band is more 
authentic than another.” (JS) 


Mudmen of the people 


The Mudmen ° Sidetrack Café « 
Wed, Dec 10 Some great albums 
have had lousy album titles: Achtung 
Baby, Zenyatta Mondatta and Yoshimi 
Battles the Pink Robots come to mind 
So why on earth would a band title 
their album Overrated? 

“Like all rock ‘n’ roll bands,” Mud- 
man Lonny Knapp explains, “we met 
with our manager over a beer and 
when he asked us what the album was 
going to be called, we gave him the 
working title of Overrated. The next 
week he had press and print ads with 
the name Overrated all over it. We just 
about killed him.” 

If anyone should know what a title 
can do for a record, Knapp is the man. 
He played sideman to J. Englishman on 
the Poor Little Rockstar album, a record 
that met with almost unanimous dis- 
dain from critics and record buyers 
alike. “He’s really poor now,” Knapp 
says jokingly. “But really, Jay is a great 
guy and he’s really talented, but by 
naming his album Poor Little Rock Star, 
he doomed himself from the get-go. 
The press just loved to get on him 
about that.” 

After parting ways with Englishman 
and playing a variety of gigs as a hired 
gun, Knapp eventually met up with his 
fellow hard-hitting Mudmen in 2001 
through the recommendation of their 
shared management. Since then, the 
Mudmen have been building a solid 
Canadian fanbase, even though they're 
one of the few heavy rock groups to 
employ bagpipes (Jonathan Davis from 
Korn notwithstanding). “We've got 
pipes in the band, which rock radio 
really shies away from,” says Knapp, 
“so the only way to do it is do it all 
ourselves and tour like motherfuckers.” 

And that’s just what the next year 
holds for them. According to Knapp, 
the band will complete their Canadian 
tour just in time for a short Christmas 
break, then it’s off to Great Britain and 
Ireland, with subsequent touring in 
Australia (where the band is signed to 
Roadrunner) during the spring and 
summer. (JS) O 


www Mew citycompound.com 
IDO Jasper Avenue 
call 429-2582 for info 


Fri. Dec. Sth 


SIF 


[Members of Hi Phonigs] 
Souljah Fuah 


Tues. Dec. 9 


Supersuckers 
Krazy 8's 
Every Thursday! 


FACTORY 
$1.50 HIBALLS ALL NIGHT! 
$2.50 JAGER SHOTS! 


Fri. Dec. (2th 
Texas Blood Money 
Gate, HI LO 


Edmonton Food Bank Fundraiser - get $1 off cover 
w/ donation of a non perishable food item. 
aS a EO 


Fri. Dec. (9th 


New City’s X-Mas Party FROM HELL! 


Dj's: The New City Crue 
$5 cover, drink specials 

Prizes all night courtesy of Satan Claus 
Dress is Freaky Formal 


Tues. Dec. 23rd 
Transatiantic 
DBIF - London 
Lee Modern - Vancouver 
Blucejay, travy d. S&S master F 


Aiso coming up- 
Bishops Turttiey dinner 
Bid Reliable 
New Years Bash! 
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with guests } 


Paul Brill so Jenn Kratz 


ay Dec.13 


ORS @8:30PM NO MINORS /"71X $7 FAT DOO 


b 


POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


CONNEC VIEL —Reesei+s 


JOHN JULIUS 


Espin. THURSDAY 


# DECEMBER [8 
mck: Yoitelaleelge 


6107-104 stwww.the-standard.ca 


elec 
ATIPSWIECH eecennectos es, 08 
Nestor Delan0 comer: 


Soulfuric Records, 


Ss 
se 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or 

email them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca Deadline 
is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Brent 
Parkin; no cover 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Toby Vos (pop/rock) 

DRUID Every Thu: Chris 
Wynters with guest; 9:30pm 


DUSTER’S PUB Every Thu: Jam 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) john 
Goodwell Trio 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE Mark 
Magarrigle 


LION’S HEAD Billy Wiseman 


RED'S The Road Trip: Dj Junior 
Sanchez, Len, IRS, BOZ, Stay, 
Output; no minors; $14.95 
(adv)/$17.95 (day of); tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


ROSEBOWL The 
Shufflenounds; 8:30pm- 
midnight 

RYTHYM AND BREWS Every 
Thu: Open stage/jam with the 
River City Rhythm Kings; 8:30- 
midnight 

SEEDY’S Jennifer Lea Horne 
(CD release party) 

SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Rockin’ Roadhouse Tour with 
Tracey, Joe.and Mark; tickets 
available at TicketMaster, phone 
451-8000 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) jimmy Whiffen 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 

SIDETRACK CAFE Kit Kat 
Club; 9pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy 
Ozmunds; no cover 


_GLASSICAL_ 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Turandot by Giacomo Puccini; 
Ty Patterson (conductor); 
7:30pm; tickets available at 
Edmonton Opera box office, 
TicketMaster 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball Night 
top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 


Rub-A-Dub Thursday: rock- 
steady, dub reggae with D} | 
Jeebus and the Operation 
Redication Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Progress: | 
electro/new wave with Dj Miss | 
Mannered and quests | 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Thu: D) Butter 


THE ROOST Rotating shows 
Ladonna‘s Review, Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest Link 
game with D] jazzy second and 
last Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob 
Trampoline and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the Teeth 
Thursdays with Dj Liloyd 


THE STANDARD Spin 
Thursdays: house with Nestor 
Delano, Tripswitch and guest 
Joh Delerius (Calgary) 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Subtance; hip hop/R&B with 
Spincycle, Invinceable, |-Money, 
Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT Thursday 
Night Shake Down: Motown, 
northern soul, funk, ‘60s pop 
with Djs Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: Dance 
Floor Disasters, The Morelos, 
The London Disturbance Force 
Main Room: Battle of the 
Bands 


BLUES ON WHYTE Brent 
Parkin; $3 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Los Nacos 


CASINO (EDMONTON) Robin 
Kelly (Elvis tribute); PIANO. 
BAR: Every Fri: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Toby Vos (pop/rock) 


DUSTERS Watkins Glen 


FATBOYZ Mr. Lucky (blues, 
roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Dino 
Dominelli 


HIGHRUN The Michael 
Edwards Band 


HORIZON STAGE Quartette 
(country and Christmas music) 
with Sylvia Tyson, Cindy 
Church, Caitlin Hanford and 
Gwen Swick; 7:30pm; $30 
(adult)/$25 (student/senior); 
tickets available at door, 
Horizon Stage box office, | 
TicketMaster 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE Mark 
Magarrigle 


THE RIDGE ON 17TH Patsy 
Amico and Brian Gregg (folk, 
blues, country) 


SECOND CUP MEADOWLARK 
Turtle Crossing (original 
roots/pop); 8-10:30pm 


SEEDY’S The Perms, The 
Dudes, Little Baby Cupcakes 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Sigurdson 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Sam August 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Nomads; 9pm; $6 


SPIKES Musaic; dinner and 
dance; 7pm (door), 9pm-lam 
(dance); $46 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy 
Ozmunds; $5 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL Vibratechs; dance 
presented by the Uptown Folk 
Club; 7:30pm (door), 8pm 
(concert); $10; tickets available 
at TIX on the Square; Mhyre’s 
Music 


YARDBIRD SUITE John Primer 
(blues, Chicago), Rusty Reed 
Band; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); 
$12 (member/$15 (guest); 
tickets available at TicketMaster 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST Dawn 
Chubai 


CLASSICAL _ 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops Yuletide Fantasy: Presented 
by the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; David Hoyt (conduc- 
tor) featuring Sally Dibblee 
(soprano), the Greenwood 
Singers, U of A Faculty of 
Education Handbell Ringers, the 
Davis Concert Organ; 8pm; 
tickets start at $25 (student and 
senior discounts available); tick- 
ets available at Winspear box 


office 
DJS 


THE ARMOURY Slasher Bash: 
top 40/dance 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with D] Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Urban 
with Invinceable, Q.B. and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire Illicite: 
industrial, noise, neoclassical with 
Verlaag and Xerxes 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB VIP 
Grand Opening Party: 
house/trance with guest Djs 


| 
| 
| 


SAVOY Eclectronica with Djs 
Bryana, Chris 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Battle of 
the Bands: live band event with 
Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB Alternative, 
house, hip hop, top 40 with Dj 
Rage and Dj Weezle; 9pm. 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance/techno with 
Crunchee, Lego, Sam | Am, 
Optimus Prime 


Y AFTERHOURS House/trance 
with Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, Old 
Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT House 
with Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: Battle of 
the Bands 


BLUES ON WHYTE Brent 
Parkin; $3 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Los Nacos 
CASINO (EDMONTON) Robin 
Kelly (Elvis tribute); PIANO 
BAR: Every Sat: Jo Ann Paul; 
5:30pm-8pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Toby Vos (pop/rock) 


DRUID Every Sat: Harpdog 
Brown; 3-7pm 


DUSTERS Watkins Glen 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Dino 
Dominelli 


HIGHRUN The Michael 
Edwards Band 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE Mark 
Magarrigle 


J.J.'S Semi-Precious (rock) 


J AND R’S BAR AND GRILL 
The Acoustics; 9pm-lam; no 
cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Superhoney 


LION'S HEAD Billy Wiseman 


LIVE WIRE Bad Habitz; 10pm- 
2am 


O’BYRNE'S Every Sat: Chris 
Wynters and Scott Peters; 3- 
6pm 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Jenny Allen, john Wort 
Hannam, Lionel Rault, 
presented by the Northern 
Lights Folk Club; 7pm (door), 
8pm (show); $14 (adv)/$16 
(door); tickets available at TIX 
on the Square, Myhre’s Music, 
Acoustic Music Shop 


» WINSPEAR CENTRE Conv) 


tickets available at Ticket\a 


LASS 


COSMOPOLITAN Music 
SOCIETY CENTRE A 
Cosmopolitan Christmas 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Winter Song: pres: 
ed by Kokopelli; 3pm a: 
7:30pm; $12 (adult)/$10 
dent/senior)/$6 (child 
12); tickets available at Tix 
the Square 


MUTTART HALL Donce \ 
from Around the World. 
Featuring Janet Scott Hoyt 
(piano), Armen Ksajikian (clic 
8pm; $15 (adult)/$10 (st 
dents); tickets available at 7 
on the Square 


ROBERTSON WESLEY UNIT 
ED CHURCH A festive / 
Presented by The Ukrainia 
Male Chorus of Edmonto: 
7pm; featuring 
Schedryk/Delwood Eleme 
School Ukrainian Choir, 
Molodtsi Children’s Cho 
Father Kenneth Kearns Sch 
Edmonton Christian Male 
Excentrica (women’s e 
Grove City Chorus (barber 
ensemble), Pepperseed 
(Caribbean steel drums) 
$10 (adults)/children 12 a 
under free; tickets availab! 
phoning 438-8834, at doc 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE Wirt 
Soiree: Cara Brown (sopra: 
Leila Chiecchia (piano), 
3:30pm; $10 (adult)/$7 (s 
dent/senior); tickets availa 
phone at 799-4561 


Cone Lane: Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, David Hoyt (« 
tor) featuring the Gre 
Singers, U of A Faculty 
Education Handbell Rinc 
Davis Concert Organ; 
tickets start at $10 (kids 
12)/$14 (adult/student, 
tickets available at Winspea 
box office 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE Rodd" 
Pops Yuletide Fantasy: Presented 
by the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; David Hoyt (conus 
tor) featuring Sally Dibbiee 
(soprano), the Greenwood 
Singers, U of A Faculty of 
Education Handbell Ringe 
Davis Concert Organ; 8; 
tickets start at $25 (stud 
senior discounts availab! 
ets available at Winspear 9°" 
office. 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with Shortround 
and Echo 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 19 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 


| DONNA Silk: house with RATTLESNAKE SALOON Tera dan’s Si e Party: 
Beouty Eneeecactrert | JJ.'S Semi-Precious (rock) Winston Roberts and guests Lee be spe oats ek with D| 
& Dan Costa « BLACK DOG REHOUS oe |) MNSSENNCET rus | FILTHY MCNASTY’'S Shake Yo’ | RED'S Tail Spin; $4 (after 8pm) | Ballhog 
Thump: Intronica with the Superhoney Ass: with DJ Serial K BOOTS Flashback Saturd2)* 
i. Soundsystem . P F RENDEZVOUS PUB Spawned retro dance, house with Demi” 
7 Fiekets $15 in advance $20 @ the door DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB LION'S HEAD Billy Wiseman cs PUMP ey bie by Rot, Virgin Blood, Intention : a 
wailable @ Foosh, Underground (WEM), and Colourbli Majestikal Thursdays: house LIVE WIRE Bad Habitz; 10pm- opie Rape he OI SHERLOCK HOLMES BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
a e " | ( i | i 7 
$3 Smirnoff Redbulls until 11pm with Transient, Josh, LP 2am HALO Camaro retro with Dj (CAPILANO) jimmy Whiffen 
! ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON LONGRIDERS Barking Spiders; Legh? SHERLOCK HOLMES 
connectedentertainment@shaw.ca WHYTE Sleeman Method 7pm (door); $4 (after 9pm) MANHATTAN CLUB R&B (DOWNTOWN) Derrick 
Thursdays: hip hop, downtem- | 4 | Fridays: hip hop/R&B with D) Sigurdson 
po with Dj Headspin | ee aE ee oe Mad Noise rantere CRISTAL LOUNGE Urb" 
gies Sea (WEM) | Invinceable Bomb Squad snd 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every | Sam August 
ml, FL : , NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE “ mee 
Rock Bingo: with DJ S.W.A.G. IF, Soul Fri: DJ Butter q 
, Souljah Fyah SHERLOCK HOLMES DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
GAS PUMP Every Thu: Ladies RATTLESNAKE SALOON | THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro — (WHYTE) Boom Boom with D| (US), » 
niarn thenin tchhirfo Nites Top 40/darice with) Aaron Pritchett Bitz: best news Europel TESS = |. SI ETRACK CAEE Fhe Weep ee 
' a r Borns 411 Christian with DJ Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and agen 38 FILTHY McNASTY’S 5h! 
HAC \ Ae | RED'S Firewater; $4 (after male stripper; Downstairs: Nomads; 9pm; Ass: with DJ D-Lusion 
LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Nights; |. F 
pm) female stripper; $4 (mem- URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy . 
free dance lessons 8-9:30pm ber)/$6 (non-member) 5 GAS PUMP Sat: Top 
MANHATTAN CLUS Freestyle | REXALL PLACE Shania Twain, Comat 40/dance with DJ Christan 
. : 6:30pm (door), 7:30-pm ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon YARDBIRD SUITE John Primer ; 
commectes |W». Ling a vsean hd with (show); $64.75 and $89.75; Fridays: retro/R&B/dance with (blues, Chicago), Rusty Reed HALO House with Junior 8° 
erreerrsimmenr Pe A as tickets available at TicketMaster | Dj Extreme Band; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); | Remo 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE $12 (member/$15 (guest); MANHATTAN CLUB Sin"! 
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jiurdays: top 40/dance 


ew CITY SUBURBS 
Saurdays $.U.C.K.: 
punk/alt/pop/dance with Blue 
jay and Nikrofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
sgt: O) Butter 


JHE ROOST Upstairs: Monthly 
theme parties with Dj Jazzy; 
New music with Dj Dan and 
Mike; Downstairs: Retro music; 
$4 (member)/$6 (non-member) 


OXY ON WHYTE Session 
saturday: dance/R&B, hip hop 
ith D) Extreme 


pusy SKYE BAR LOUNGE 
Nite at the Skye: R&B/hip hop 
th People’s Dj 


w 
SAVOY Deep house with 
ton Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Battle of 
sands: live band event with 


D 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with Dj Clay 

TONIC AFTER DARK 
nsored Saturdays: R&B, 
hip hop, Old School Sound 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with Jeff Hillis, Dj 
Trav, Crunchee, DJ Danae and 
quests; 18+; 2am-10am 


Y AFTERHOURS Charlie 
Mayhem, Donovan, Juicy, 
Anthony Donohue, Saint Luke 


YOUR APARTMENT Nordic 
f Jations: DJ Dennis Zaz and 
Rackman Powers 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 

Every Sun (9pm-midnight) 
Reclaim: Bob Tildesley 

Mt et), Rubim de Toledo 

(bass), Chris Andrew (kyes), Lyle 
Molzan (drums); 9pm- 

midnight; no cover 


HORIZON STAGE Alfie and 
1 Myhre (fiddies), The 

rs (country trio), Jac 
ind jesse (country); all ages 
2pm; $15; tickets 
ole at TicketMaster, 

box office, Myhre’s 
proceeds to Children 

onal, Metro Ministries, 
ICHER Canada 


O'BYRNE’S Every Sun: Joe 


| 
| 
| 


Bird’s Irie jam; 9:30pm 
SEEDY’S Idol, Snic 


SIDETRACK CAFE Under the 
Cover Sundays; Rotting Fruit 
with Dj Dudeman; 9pm; $6 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE Alexander 
Dolsky (Russian songwriter); 
6pm 


YARDBIRD SUITE Terry 
Morrison (CD release party); 
7pm (door), 8pm (show); $6 
(door); children welcome; 
phone 429-0564 for info 


CLASSICAL 
maa SSS 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 
SOCIETY CENTRE A 
Cosmopolitan Christmas 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH The 
Time Draws Near: Presented by 
the da-Camera Singers with 
Jubiloso (handbell choir); 3pm; 
$15 (adult)/$10 
(stuident/senior) 


SELECT Every Sun: Thomas 
Mead (lute); 5:30-9pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The 
Robbins Pops Series: Yuletide 
Fantasy: presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; 2pm; tickets avail- 
able at Winspear box office 


DUS 


Ee 
CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with Dj 
Invinceable 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Worship Sundays: House/trance 
with Big Daddy, Trapz, MD 
MANHATTAN CLUB Industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Atmosphere: funk, rare groove, 
hip hop with Dj Cool Curt 
THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend with 
Dj Jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed 
with Deja D} 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Zig-Zag 
Bluesband; no cover 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper Fl, 10545-82 
Wve, 439-1422 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
324-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
1418 


BAR-B 4249-23 Ave, 4641- 
244 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
-ontinental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


SLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
'0425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 
Wve, 439-5058 


ati 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 


SUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
'7258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
10815 Jasper Ave, 425-0850 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 14203 
‘tony Plain Rd, 454-3063 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD’ 

'2464-153 St, 463-9467 

CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
“mpus, 492-0601/420-1757 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 
SOCIETY 8426 Gateway 
Boulevard, 432-9333 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 
48) 8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 


Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
10018-105 St, upstairs), 990- 
1792 


DEWEY’S Power Plant, U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DRUID 11606 jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 
Ave, 474-5554 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
WHYTE 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


FATBOYZ PUB 6104-104 St, 
437-3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
10031-109 St, 420-1757 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 

IN) Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, Entrance, 
426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave, 440- 
2233 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove 
(962-8995/451-8000) 


HUDSONS TAPHOUSE 6107- 
104 St, 701-0190 


| 
| 


| 


GRINDER Every Mon: Open 
stage/acoustic jam hosted by 
the Bartman; 8pm 


L.B.’S PUB Every Mon: open 
stage with Randy Martin; 9pm- 
2am 


O'BYRNE'S Every Mon: The 
Fabdlous Suchy Sisters; 9:30pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Every Mon: 
open stage with Ben Spencer; 
9pm; no cover 


DUS” 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with.Penny and the 
Jets 


DUSTER’S Every Mon; Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ 5.W.A.G 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Zig-Zag 
Bluesband; no cover 


DRUID Every Tue: open stage 
with Chris Wynters 


HORIZON STAGE Jane Siberry; 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at Horizon Stage box 
office 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Supersuckers, Krazy 8's; tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, 
Blackbyrd, Freecloud, Listen, 
New City, Megatunes, Ruckus 
on Whyte 


O'BYRNE’S Every Tue: Celtic 
night with Shannon Johnson 
and friends; 9:30pm 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Dave Hiebert 


SIDETRACK CAFE An Evening 
of Tom Waits Music-—celebrating 
Tom Waits’s 54th birthday; 
hosted by the Rain Dogs 
featuring Ben Spencer, Dale 
Ladouceur, Mike MacDonald 
and others; $8; 9pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Live ot the 
Winspear: Victoria School of 
Performing Arts concert bands 
with PJ. Perry; 7pm; $10; 
tickets available by calling the 
Victoria School office 426-3010 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday Jam 


J4.’S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


J AND R'S BAR AND GRILL 
4003-106 St, 436-4403 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
11455-87 Ave, 429-0100/451- 
8000 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LIONS HEAD Coast Terrace 
Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd, 431 
5815 


LIVE WIRE 1107 Knottwood 
Rd, East, 440-1063 


LONGRIDERS 11 733-78 St, 
479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 10345 
105 St, 423-7884 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 101 St, one block 
south of Jasper Ave, 420-1757 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND GRILL 
11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 


MUTTART HALL Alberta 
College, 10050 Macdonald Dr, 
420-1757 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 1008) 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 
4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


LA P'TITE SCENE 8627-91 St, 
469-4401 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
10425 University Ave, 438- 


Session: hosted by Andrew 
Glover; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $3 


DUS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Karaoke 
and Dj Tues with Run Riot 
Professional Music Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


DUSTER'S PUB Dj “Name a 
Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia; with Dj Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Every Tue: Karaoke 
contest with DJ] Gord 


THE JOINT Hip hop with 
Snoop Dogg, Choclair, jenna G 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Stupid Music for Stupid People 
for Stupid Cheap: punk rock 
bingo, rock 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion; 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Tue: Dj Butter, two-step lessons 
with Leon 


THE ROOST Hot Butt Contest: 
with Dj Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Electro-trash: elec- 


tro/punk funk with Dj Miss 
Mannered 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tuffhouse: Reno and Mr. ‘O' 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Every Wed: open mic hosted by 
Dan Holden; 8:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Zig-Zag 
Bluesband; no cover 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE Neil 
MacDonald 


O’BYRNE’S Every Wed: Chris 
Wynters and friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL Every 


2736/420-1757 


REXALL CENTRE (Skyreach 
Centre) 451-8000 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


THE RIDGE ON 17TH 112 
Maple Ridge Dr, 64 Ave, 17 St, 
429-3624 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNIT- 
ED CHURCH 10209-1723 St, 
438-8834 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-1177 St, 
482-2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 1035-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 439-7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR LOUNGE 
WEM, Bourbon St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEM, Phase III, 
486-9494 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 4990. 
92 Ave, Sun Building, 490- 
5504 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SECOND CUP MEAD- 
OWLARK 15830-87 Ave, 443- 
0688 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


SELECT 10018-106 St, 428- 
1629 


SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE 451-8000 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 5004-98 
Ave, 463-7788 * Rice Howard 


Wed: Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Every Wed: Little Flower 
open stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg; 8pm; 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (WEM) 
Dave Hiebert 


SIDETRACK Mudmen, Out of 
Your Mouth; 9pm; $9 


URBAN LOUNGE Eulogy 
Portal; $5 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A 
Conadian Celtic Christmas: Mary 
Jane Lamond and the Irish 
Descendants; part of the World 
at Winspear Series; 8pm; tickets 
Start at $29; tickets available at 
Winspear box office 


Dus 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 
and. guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 40 
with D] Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite: with DJ 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 

GAS PUMP Every Wed 
Karaoke contest with Dj Gord 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Every 
Wed: Dj Butter 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with Dj 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly Wednesdays 
Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Appreciation 
Wednesdays: Hip hop, R&B, reg- 
ae, Soul with Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 
YOUR APARTMENT Big Rock 
Indie Rock Night: indie rock 
with DJ Shouldbeinaband 


EKLY 


Way, 426-7784 * 10341-82 
Ave, 433-9676 * Bourbon St 
(WEM), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SPIKES 10104-32 Ave, 430- 
3663 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 
St, 438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main Fi, 
10551-82 Ave, 432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920. 
62 Ave, 408-2877 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St (downstairs), 
990-1792 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 
St, 439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 


WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL 
11712-87 Ave, 433-7800 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 428- 
1108 


‘WINTER'S RESTAURANT 
AND BAR 10650 Winterburn 
Rd, 429-3624 


WOODCROFT COMMUNITY 
HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436- 
1584/420-1757 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 
St, www.yafterhours.com 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


YOUR APARTMENT 81 20- 
107 St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 
St, 425-6151 


AWARD WINMING CHER DAVE STOLE 
SUP IN OUR KITCHE 


NENTS THIN 


www.the 


CAPILANO 


DEC 4-€ 
DEC 11-12 


IMM) WHIEFEN 
IMM) WHKEEEN 


WENT MALL 


DEC 4-€. SAM AUGUST 
DEC G- 12. DAVE HEBERT 


Pubs 


herlockholmes.com 


WHYTE AVE 


DEC C-£. BOOM BOOM KINGS 
DEC 12-12. DUEF ROB 


DOWNTOWN 


DEC 2-€. DERRICH SIGURDSO 
DEC 0-12. TIM BEER 
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TAKE A LOOK IN THE MIRROR 


Get ready...the new entirely self-produced 
KoRn record, Take a Look in the Mirror, is in 


ci NOV 27. 2003 


1. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (helicat) 
2. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
3. Blink 182 - Blink 182 (geffen) 
4. Just Because I’m A Women — Songs Of Dolly 


7. Emmylou Harris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 


8. Beautiful —A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northern blues) 


9. The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow (Sub pop) 

10. Outkast - Speakerbox/The Love Below (arista) 

11. Jim Guthrie —- Now, More Than Ever (threegut) 

12. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark {true north) 

13. Hatebreed — The Rise Of Brutality (universal) 

14. Johnny Cash— The Man Comes Around (american) 
15. Against Me! — As The Eternal Cowboy (fat) 


16. Van Morison —Whats Wrong With This Picture? (blue note) 


17. Guided By Voices - Human Amusements At 


Hourly Rates (matador) 


18. Most Precious Blood — Our Lady Of Annihilation (trustkill) 


19. Paul Westerberg —- Come Fee! Me Tremble (vagrant) 
20. Coheed & Cambria — In Keeping Secrets Of 


Silent Earth:3 (equal vision) 


21. The Distllers — Coral Fang (heilcat) 


22. Harry Manx & Kevin Breit — Jubilee (northem blues) 


23. DM & Jemini— Ghetto Pop Life (lex) 


24. Rufus Wainwright — Want One (dreamworks) 


25. Edie Brickell 


— Volcano (universal) 


26. Steve Winwood — About Time (sci fidelity) 
27. iron & Wine — The Sea & The Rhythm (Sub pop) 
28. Hawksley Workman — Lover/Fighter (universal) 


29. Anti-Flag — The Terror State (fat) 


30. Petra Haden & Bill Frisell -S/T (true north) 


stores now! The new CD contains 13 new 


KoRn tracks including the first single “Right 
It comes with an 
expanded CD booklet with archival photos 


Now" and “Did My Time." 


and liner notes from the band. 


$iy 99 


On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Toronto MC loses 
his Virgin-ity with his 
new independent 
CD Flagrant 


By SEAN AUSTIN-JOYNER 


s is the case with most occupa- 
ees: musicians must choose 

yne of two pathways to success: 
the easy way and the hard way. 
Those who take the easy path may 
luck out and enjoy some quick suc- 
cess but are usually forgotten after a 
few radio hits. Those who take the 
hard path, however, must spend 
years in the trenches, struggling for 
recognition and individuality. It’s a 
frustrating way of doing business, 
but if and when success arrives, it’s 
that much more satisfying. 

Toronto MC Choclair is on the 
latter path, and he’s completely fine 
with it. After years of putting out 
indie singles through his own 
Kneedeep Records like the classic 
“What It Takes,” Choclair was signed 
to Virgin/EMI music in the late ’90s. 
His first album with Virgin, 1999’s 
Ice Cold, went gold in just 35 days. 

With two Junos on the shelf 
from his '98 collaboration with Kar- 
dinal Offishall, Rascalz, Checkmate 
and Thrust, “Northern Touch,” it 
seemed as though Choclair was 
going to be the next big thing to 
break out of Canada. That is, until 
his second album with Virgin, Mem- 
oirs of Blake Savage, attracted only a 
fraction of Ice Cold’s sales totals. 


Blame it on internal pressures, a 
half-hearted marketing campaign or 
simply the vagaries of the industry— 
the bottom line was that Choclair 
needed to re-evaluate his career and 
his relationship with Virgin. 

“After the first record,” he says, 
“everybody who was there when I 
signed was gone, from the A&R to 
the marketing rep to the president to 
the vice-president and the street 
team rep. The people who were there 
for the second record didn’t birth 


e\HIP-HOP 


the project, so it was hard for them 
to figure out what it took that made 
it jump off in the first place... If 
you're going to invest into some- 
thing, invest in it. You can’t half-ass 
it or else you're going to have half- 
assed results.” 


NOW, ONE YEAR AFTER the release 
of Memoirs, Choclair’s back on the 
independent market—a few promo- 
tional dollars lighter, but a whole lot 
wiser. His new indie label, Green- 
house Music, hopes to take the spot- 
light away from the singles and back 
to the artists themselves. That's a for- 
mula, he says, that results in careers 
with longevity. “A lot of the time,” 


he says, “you have record companies — 


that want to market songs. And 


sometimes they make the song big- 


ger than the artist because they want 


to have that big radio track. So every- — 


body knows the song and forgets 


who the guy was—I can’t even tell: 


“an artistic identity over the cours@l 


’ example. His Christmas tour with 


-and DVD stuff. You'll actually 8 


you who sang ‘Macarena.’” 
By contrast, Choclair says, wheg 
you look at artists who've sustaineg 


of several albums—acts like Mado 
na, Michael Jackson and Prince 
you'll see they’ve done so } 
continuously promoting their ow, 
names ahead of their music. “Thay: 
what gets people going,” he says 
“You look at the artist as the compa 
ny, and the music is just-a produc 
from the company: You always want 
your company to be bigger thay 
your product.” 

With his latest release, Flagrant, 
Choclair hopes to emulate tha 


Snoop Dogg and Jenna G is a step 
towards rejuvenating his name after 
a lackluster response to Memoir;. 
Instead of shopping himself to labels 
after splitting from Virgin, Choclair 
decided to take his career into hj 
own hands. Major labels simp| 
weren’t presenting him with the 
confidence he’s looking for, he say 
instead, they were constantly hitting 
him up for new music to ensure h 
was still marketable. “To me, thaf 
showed exactly why the industry 
where it’s at right now,” Choclai 
says. “We deal with a lot of scare: 
money, and a lot of people who 
want to do things but don’t kno 
how to do it propealy 


THESE DAYS, with more eof his ow 
money invested in his music 
Choclair has adopted a hands-or 
approach to his business dealings 
and he’s started taking issues liké 
bootlegging much more serious]; 
Just over a year ago, for instance, 
fan at West Edmonton Mall asked 
Choclair to autograph a burnt CD! 
of his Memoirs album. “I understand 
why people do it,” he says. “Some 
people have no money and love thé 
music and can get it for free. But td 
just go and take it—you wish thal 
people would show a little mor 
respect for your music. It’s a double 
edged sword, because you're happ! 
that people love your music, but 4 
the same time you'd prefer if peopl 
went out and bought it.” 

Choclair adds that downloading 
hurts the industry in more wa) 
than one. Both Virgin and Univer 
sal Music, two of the “Big Five 
record labels, recently mad 
extreme cutbacks to offset loss 
they claimed were the result of file 
sharing—Virgin’s layoffs, in fact 
eventually resulted in the cancella 
tion of Choclair’s contract. “The! 
are going to be things that al 
going to stop downloading,” !! 
says. “They’re vigourously trying “ 
find ways to stop file-sharing 
When they find it, these sam 
artists that you’ve been loving all 
downloading, you won’t be able & 
get their music because they wo” 
have any deals. Fheir record comp 
nies will have had to get rid ° 
them because it seemed 
was buying their records, [But 
you] support these artists and bu! 
their albums, you'll start seeing 
lot less of this cheesy double-C 
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OF WELDERS; SCULPTORS AND OTHER STREET-LEVEL ARTISTS. 
SAMPLE. THE EFFECT, PRESENTED BY DEFINITI. 


De La Soul 


THURSDAY 

id I Tol Ja 9) 0) =) pd 0) BP) 

Rum Jungle > Edmonton 

F Phase //, Upper Level, 

j West Edmonton Mal! 
Opens > 8 pm 


Too 


Visit DEFINITLCA for complete details 


cet at ekeaster > 7804518009 5 Cl=Finiti — 


= 


BE FINIT ees 
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THURSDAY. DECEMBER 41. 2003 
THE JOINT // EDMONTON. CANADA. 


=J.\oR -fo) @ =) 88 


CHICAGO, IL // BEHIND THE DECKS 


Chicago's Bad Boy Bill transcends the role of the average superstar DJ. Asa 

live performer, he has created one of the most unique and exciting shows. When - 

Bill is behind the decks, he is constantly working the mixer's faders and EQs, 

combining scratching and hip-hop techniques with house grooves. His skills 

and performance, including an exclusive visuals mix, makes the bad boy bill live 
sci ree a other. 


STEVE SMOOTH > 
CHICAGO, IL / IHR 


Quickly making his mark in the house and dance music community, his latest 
single “Beat Freaker” is creating a frenzy on dance-floors, worldwide. Now 
Steve takes his sound to the masses on tour as Bad Boy Bill’s opening artist. 
Be sure to check him and his latest titles “Get Naked” & “Release.” blowing 
up a dance-floor near you. 


WW. BADBOYBILL. COM 
WWW.BEHINDTHEDECKS COM 
WWW.BOBASIC.COM 
WWW. SYSTEMRECORDINGS.COM 
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LOCATION: 
780.486.3013 
TICKETS: 


Das) i ADV ANCE @ 


T NW | WEST EDMONTON MALL | 


NO AVE fH StREERS 
ON MALL 2 
B2ND AVE. 431 0989 


ae OPEN AT ePM 
YEARS:OR OLDER TO ATTEND 


EELOURELIND 1 


MUST BE 18 


EVENT ScAruRKee 


, // FULL VISUAL MIX TO BAD BOY BILL SET 


// DANCERS (ON SELECT DATES) 
// BTD MERCHANDISE™ 
// BTD GIVE-AWAYS 


classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Vs on first 
content simply to enchant opera 
with her performance as the 
ted slave girl Lid in Edmonton 
ra‘s Turandot, which closes 
ight (December 4) at the Jubilee, 
soprano Sally Dibblee will woo 
gain on Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
at the Winspear. No need to die 
ove this time, however; instead, 
& part of the Edmonton Sympho- 
Drchestra Robbins Pops Series, 
ide Fantasy. 

he program also boasts other 
, such as the Greenwood Singers, 
Davis Concert Organ and the Uni- 
ity of Alberta’s Department of Edu- 
n Handbell Ringers. (Surely they 
B find a punchier moniker.) Fortu- 
ly for those who love the tinkle, 
kie and boom of handbell tunes, 
e's nothing pedantic about their 
ing. Bob de Frece directs both 

and ringers, and they will appear 
ether again this season with the 
Creek Colliery Band for another 


concert of Voices, Bells and Brass. But 
that’s a week away, on December 16, 
also-at the Winspear. 

Since the ESO holiday celebration 
has sold out on Friday and Saturday 
nights, the run has been extended to 
include a 2 p.m. show on Sunday. 
Not only that, there will be a one- 
hour children’s version on Saturday, 
also at 2 p.m. No.Dibblee at that 
one, unfortunately. 

If Dibblee’s name 
sounds familiar, it could 
be because you saw her 
in Cosi fan tutte two 
years ago, in Le nozze di 
Figaro before that, or as 
a soloist in Orff’s Carmina Burana with 
the ESO in 1998. She certainly has a 
love affair going with Edmonton. (Dib- 
blee makes a point of praising the 
whole Edmonton Opera troupe, of 
their good camaraderie and willing- 
ness to share the stage.) While she 
admits it’s difficult being away from 
her two little boys—her home is in 
New Brunswick—Dibblee recognized 
long ago that most performers have to 
leave home to establish their reputa- 
tions. “You have to be where people 
can see you to be in the loop,” she 
says. The compensation for this some- 
times-difficult balancing act is that she 
loves her job and enjoys the recogni- 
tion it brings her. 

If Turandot is any indication, 
Edmonton Opera has turned itself 
around after the money difficulties of 
last year. Saturday's opening-night sell- 
out crowd was very responsive, spon- 
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taneously applauding several of the 
arias and ending with a:standing ova- 
tion. There was praise for the spare but 
dramatic set and lighting and for all of 
the principals, especially Turandot her- 
self, Frances Ginzer; the gallant Calaf, 
Michael Hayes; and Dibblee. Local 
singer Lary Benson also earned acco- 
lades for maintaining his poise and his 
pipes even while perched for close to 


When Brian Deedrick describes opera 


as “the hugest and most all-encompassing 


of artforms,” | believe him. 


an hour on the emperor’s golden 
throne two stories above the floor. 
Brian Deedrick must also accept 
considerable credit for the production’s 
success. His energy during rehearsals is 
contagious, and he has the ultimate in 
positive attitudes. When he describes 
opera as “the hugest and most all- 
encompassing of artforms,” | believe 


him. And there he was again in the 
foyer, before the show and during 
intermissions, shaking hands and 
spreading goodwill. He even remem- 
bers people’s names. 

The conductor for the upcoming 
performances of Yuletide Fantasy and 
the Kids Candy Cane Concert is the 
ESO’s own music director and principal 
horn, David Hoyt. We hear, however, 
that this happy state 
of affairs is to change 
next April, when Hoyt 
assumed the position 
of artistic director and 
executive producer of 
music and sound at 
the Banff Centre after 34 years with the 
ESO. Symphony CEO Elaine Calder 
graciously wishes Hoyt well on behalf 
of the board and promises he’s not 
going to disappear immediately. 
“David has agreed to fulfill his con- 
ducting engagements with us between 
April 1 and the end of the season in 
June, and to work with us on-this year’s 


Symphony Under the Sky,” she says. 
How Hoyt is choreographing this move 
with two daughters and his wife (per- 
former, accompanist and frequent clin- 
ician, as well as University of Alberta 
music department faculty member 
Janet Scott Hoyt) will unfold in the 
next few months. 

Janet Scott Hoyt, incidentally, is fea- 
tured on Saturday, December 6 at 8 
p.m. in the last of the Muttart Founda- 
tion’s Centennial Education Series at 
Muttart Hall in Alberta College. The 
series celebrates the foundation’s gold- 
en anniversary and the centenary of 
Alberta College (now a campus of Grant 
MacEwan College). Hoyt performs with 
U.S.S.R.- born, American-based cellist 
Armen Ksajikian, who is famous not 
only for his virtuosity but for his 
endurance. With the Armadillo String 
Quartet, he was part of a 34-hour per- 
formance of the complete quartets of 
Josef Haydn, and has played concerts 
atop the Mendonhall Glacier and at the 
bottom of the Grand Canyon. © 


Vue Weekly. and New City Present: 


STPRSUCATAS. 


Tuesday December 9 


Tix on sale NOW" 


Charge by Phone 420-1757. www.tixonthesquare.com. 


Blackhbyrd. Freecloud. Listen, New City 
Megatunes, and Ruckus on Whyte 


y ti 


10081 Jasper Ave. Polodium Build 
oll 429-CLUB for more info 
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Afterglow 
2. SHERYL CROW 
Very Best Of 


3. REM. 
In Time: Best Of R.E.M 
4. JOSH GROBAN 
Closer 
§. TUPAC- RESURRECTION 
Soundtrack 
6. BAERNAKED LADIES 
Everything To 
EveryOne 


7. PEARL JAM 
Lost Dogs 


&. PINK 
Try This 

9. DIDO 

Life For Rent 

10- NICKELBACK 
Long Road (Ltd Ed) 


don | 


1. FINDING NEMO 

2, TERMINATOR 3 

3. THREE’S COMPANY: Season? 

4. COLDPLAY : LIVE 2003 | 

5. INDIANA JONES (SET) | 

6, MATRIX: RELOADED | 

7. MATRIX 

8. AG/DG : LIVE AT 
DONINGTON 

9. LOONEY TUNES GOLDEN 


COLLECTION 


10. CHRISTMAS CAROL 


THE BEATLES 

LET IT BE... NAKED 

(APPLE CORPS/EMI) 

== es 
Of all the Beatles’ albums, Let It Be prob- 
ably stands as their biggest disaster. 
That's not to say there’s anything wrong 
with the music—the disc contains some 
of their finest moments, in fact—but the 
final product fell far short of their inten- 
tions and, as the liner notes of this ambi- 
tious transmutation put it, the album 
always “retained the air of unfinished 
business.” Originally meant as a collec- 
tion of songs for a scrapped television 
special, Let It Be was shelved by the 
band—distracted by the recording of 
what would be their final record, Abbey 
Road—and later fell into the hands of 
Phil Spector, who tumed it into a sprawl- 
ing display of overblown theatrics. 

But in this digital age, history can 
always be rewritten. Under the guidance 
of Sir Paul McCartney, Let /t Be was 
stripped of Spector's orchestrations and 
choirs, resequenced and remastered to 
the point where the songs sounded the 
way the band heard them in 1969. Thus, 


we can hear “The Long and Winding 
Road” as a simple piano ballad with only 
a hint of what would become Spector's 
wall of sound. Elsewhere, “Don’t Let Me 
Down” seems unchanged and yet more 
honest and lively at the same time, as if 
we walked into the basement of the Bea- 
tles’ Apple headquarters and caught the 
band reveling in each other's company. 
Other songs, like “Get Back” and 
“Let It Be,” are so firmly etched into 
our consciousness in their original 
guises that it’s difficult to hear these 
stripped-down versions as nothing 
more than curios. Still, hearing some- 
thing like “Across the Universe” as a 
plain old acoustic number reverberat- 
ing away into the studio’s rafters just 
feels right. te tr re ¥e —Dave JOHNSTON 


FLYING BULGAR KLEZMER BAND 
SWEET RETURN 
(FLYING BULGAR) 


Sadly, the Flying Bulgar Klezmer Band 
does not actually do any aerial acrobat- 
ics. However, they more than make up 
for the lack of high-flying stunts with 


CORB LUND BAND 
ANNUAL ¥X¥XmaAs TOUR !! 


‘Mopern PAIN’ CD RE- RELEASE! 


THE CORB LUND BAND'S FIRST ALBUM FROM 1995 NOW ON CD 


AVAILABLE AT THE SHOW !! 


Hi 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 | 


i UKRAINIAN CENTRE 
( 1018-97 STREET ) 


Wita Guests 
WASHBOARD HANK 
AND LANCE LOREE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
AT BLACKBYRD 
FREECLOUD 
MEGATUNES AND 
LISTEN RECORDS 


DOORS SPM 
NO MINORS 


WW COR 


the musical loops and twists they pull 
when they take the klezmer music of 
Eastern European Jews and have the 
kind of fun with it that’s usually 
reserved for wedding day chair dances. 
While not every song on Sweet Return 
is a rollicking Sabbath shaker—the mater- 
ial includes everything from solemn 
dirges to experimental jazz—there’s a joy 
for life at the heart of this music that can 
be felt even in the haunting opening 
tune “Royz Royz.” The band’s music 
always remains firmly rooted in the 
klezmer tradition, even as they incorpo- 
rate new approaches to the form. They 
play with traditional instruments like the 
oft-underestimated accordion, and yet 
somehow avoid making the disc feel like 
a visit to your zayde’s record collection. 
While most of the songs are instru- 
mentals, tracks like “Peacock and 
Turkey” are filled with passionate 
singing. | have no idea what they’re say- 
ing, but | feel like | should be celebrating 
something whenever | listen to it. And 
the title track somehow manages to 
take a melody that makes me want to 
get up and circle dance, turns it into a 
free-flowing jazz improv and then brings 
it back again. Sweet Return is definitely 
not for everyone, but it’s a more authen- 
tic way of experiencing traditional Jew- 
ish music than rewatching Fiddler on the 


Roof. Ye 9 ok te —James ELrorD 


THE SHEILA DIVINE 

SECRET SOCIETY EP 

(ARENA ROCK/RYKODISC) 

eS 
Four years ago, the Sheila Divine 
released the fantastic New Parade, a 
surging roar of sound swelled by front- 
man Aaron Perrino’s plaintive vocals 
and cresting high on the raging tsuna- 
mi of “Hum” (which sported the cocky 
opening lyrics “In my mouth is a hurri- 
cane/just let it out/On the radio a 
bunch of fakes/Just shut them down”). 

But in the world of alt-rock, a 
refreshingly honest sound isn’t cool 
unless it’s part of a classifiable, hyped- 
up trend. Like British shoegazer band 
Adorable’s rise two years before Oasis 
and Blur broke out, the Boston group’s 
wave may have peaked a little too early. 
While East Coast outfits like Interpol, 
the Strokes and Longwave are hitting it 
big now, Secret Society is apparently the 
forefather band’s final release after the 
hit-and-miss 2001 disc Where Have My 
Countrymen Gone. This swan-song EP is 
neither a bang nor a whimper, with the 
band conspiring to produce a tightly 
melodic emo rock mix. 

Opening track “The Swan” floats on 
pounding percussion and drifting, medi- 
tative guitar. “Dramatica” is a slipstream 
of jangling chords, while “We All Have 
Problems” builds buzzing and slashing 
hooks around Perrino’s angst-ridden 
plea, “Where's my success?/All | have is 
greed/Oh, where’s this life you promised 


ee 


AIDE AGAINST THE MACHINE 


VE AY THO GRAD OLVOUE AU: 


me?” “Back to the Cradle” is prope 
by a straight-ahead guitar riff, w 
“Calling All Lovers” weaves toge 
backing vocals, a soaring reverb ang 
Edge-like elaboration on guitar. A sd 
harmonious final set, with no s 
encores, Secret Society is a memora 
farewell. ¥e tx tree —Brian Gigson 


RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 
LIVE AT THE GRAND 

OLYMPIC AUDITORIUM 
(EPIC/SONY) 


There was a time when Rage Aga 
the Machine was a relevant forcay 
popular music, proof that you could 
bend the corporate machine to do 
bidding—and they were a incendj 
live act as well. Today, they're pissing 
over that memory by putting out 
paradoxically lifeless live record se 
years too late, a decision that s 
way too much like a Christmas cash: 

Recorded over two nights in ¥ 
tember of 2000 in Los Angeles, 
captures the politicized foursome 
tight musical unit pounding throug 
comprehensive retrospective of tl 
most potent musical bombs 
there’s an overwhelming sensq 
emptiness in this performance, wi 
vitriol feels forced and mechanical 
is a curio for diehard fans who 
attach a personal live experienc 
these 16 songs—which will als 
available on DVD. Otherwise, stic 
the superior studio albums, if you 
to. #x tk —Dave JOHNSTON 


DAMIEN RICE 
Oo 
(VECTOR) 


Sometimes it takes a long time for 
buzz about an artist from the British 
to reach Canadian shores. But s 
times it’s also worth the wait. Praise 
the strength of his stunning live sho 
big-league festivals such as Glaston! 
and the blow-you-away boldness ° 
debut album 0, Irish singer/song 
Damien Rice has been bequeathe? 
title Someone You Should Listen To: 
been called everything from a mes 
ing “fragile talent” to a purveyor of ® 
fee-table angst” by the U.K. press, 
give O a couple of spins on you 
player and what jumps out is th 


least this is unique. 

= AvIER ne OICAIEa intensi 
Hawksley Workman before the 
labels seized the reins, Rice de™ 
attention. (I can’t help but thi" 
Canadians as reference points. P@ 
like Andy Stochansky and Toro! 
Gregory Hoskins—unassuming 
who think deep and arrange ™° 
lously.) Whether it’s a slow, ‘#! 
acoustic ballad or a soaring, sy"? 
ic rock number—or a call 
response track with both extre™ 
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ich there are several on O—Rice is 
tortured guy kneeling in the spot- 
t, pulling you in. His band helps. 
Hannigan’s lovely voice provides a 
counterpoint to Rice’s grittier 
als and Vyvienne Long's cello takes 
e's already operatic songs right over 
top. (Well, | suppose Doreen Cur- 
’s opera singing on the passionate 
ser “Eskimo” does that—the words 
e translated into Finnish to maxi- 
e the exoticness.) 

|s this art rock or symphonic pop? 
o knows? Perhaps we should be 
Atent with the knowledge that, as 
p sings on “Amie” (one of O’s many 
fully beautifully songs), “Some- 
g unusual, something strange, 
Mes from nothing at all.” tore ¥ 
ln RUBINSTEIN 


ey's expression on the album cover 
it all. With a vacant gaze that a deer 
ld envy, Ms. Spears reflects what lies 
de the jewel case—a collection of 
fully vacant pop songs that further 
case that her departure from the 
@ culture landscape is long overdue. 
much-hyped showdown with her 
b Madonna, “Me Against the Music,” 
highlights the lack of personality 
ars invests in her art—and that’s the 
crack that runs throughout this pop 
rd, not to mention her career. Emo- 
ally immature and exhaustingly 
bastic, In the Zone sounds remark- 
out of step. Even when Madonna 
jumping on trends, she still sounded 
her sassy self, and even seemed will 
to fail. Spears doesn’t seem half that 
Ditious, content to remain a Barbie in 
clothes. @* —Dave JoHNSTON 


E-O 


ON BAIL (DVD) 
MEDIA) 


this DVD belong among reviews of 
albums? Little unsure about that 
elf, but there’s something pure punk 
about jackass refugee Steve-O. After 
© made his name stapling his testi- 
to himself on MTV, earning the ado- 
Dn of millions of suburban teenage 
junkies who needed to channel their 
"scent rage into something pointless 
banal. Yep, better to have the kids 
acted into watching an idiot invite 
ple to punch him in the head than 
them think about the shitty world 
fe about to inherit. Bread and circus- 
an—it goes back to Roman times, 


cially if you’re male. The DVD lacks the 
charm and balls-out laughs of Jackass, 
where Steve-O’s obnoxious behaviour 
was balanced by Johnny Knoxville’s 
self-effacing charm. What makes this 
set worth a viewing is the bonus disc, 
PCP Saved My Life, a disturbing and 
darkly hilarious document of one man’s 
experimentation with a fucked-up drug 
and its prolonged effects on his sanity. 
But overall, this package is a manifesta- 
tion of our culture’s desire for instant 
gratification at any cost. There’s also a 
ton of anonymous punk rock on the 
soundtrack. 9% ¥ —Dave JoHNsTON 


PEARL JAM 
LIVE AT THE GARDEN (DVD) 
(SONY) 
Se 
It’s hard for rock stars to grow old grace- 
fully—or simply to get onstage and do it 
convincingly. Somehow, guys like Neil 
Young and David Bowie can still give 
concerts without playing the nostalgia 
card. They've got nothing to prove— 
they’re doing it for themselves now. 
Pearl Jam have started to walk 
down this same path. Filmed last year 
at New York City’s Madison Square 
Garden, Live at the Garden is the sec- 
ond concert DVD the Seattle group has 
made—the other was the cut-and-paste 
Touring Band from 2000. Eddie Vedder, 
sporting a new Shatneresque haircut, is 
worth the price of admission all by him- 
self—he seems to have outgrown his 
crabby angsty-teen persona and 
embraced the idea of being a leader in 
a well-known group. Whether he’s 
mocking George W. Bush on one song 
or screaming about his love of vinyl on 


ist= 


records&cds 


autonomy off/on 


top 10 sellers 


another, he’s evolved into a compelling 
showman. Never mind the fact that the 
entire band is starting to show their 
age—they’re pushing 40—but the fact 
that they’re making an effort to 
improve with the years bodes well for 
their future. #x tx vr xe —Dave Lainc 


MOBY 
18 B-SIDES + DVD 
(V2/BMG) 
Dec area ee ae een ol 
Play sold a bazillion copies around the 
world, soundtracked every second TV 
commercial and made Moby into a 
very rich little bald vegan Dj, but his 
follow-up, 18, seemed doomed from 
the beginning. | was guilty of giving it 
an enthusiastic review last year, 
although subsequent listens to the disc 
have made me look back on that write- 
up with some reservations. It’s easy to 
bash Moby for being self-righteous and 
perhaps unoriginal—Little Axe plun- 
dered old blues recordings long before 
Moby—but frankly, despite 18’s 
attempt to transform Moby into a pop- 
star, the material just wasn’t there, 
“Princess Superstar” notwithstanding. 
The lush, expansive sounds on B-Sides 
are really just an extension of 18’S instru- 
mental beds. Even here, Moby seems to 
be lifting from himself—“Love of Strings” 
sounds like a variation on a theme he 
already explored on “God Moving Over 
the Face of the Waters” (famously fea- 
tured at the end of Michael Mann’s heist 
drama Heat). Frankly, compared to what 
other electronic artists have been produc- 
ing lately, Moby is beginning to sound a 
bit stale. And not even a bonus DVD can 
save that. ¥o%KF —Dave JoHNsTON 
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Parkin 


One Of Canada’s Finest Blues Guitarists! 


West-Const ses Chicago 


Thurs thru Sat, Dec 4-6 


” FEAT: HARPDOG BROWN - apry CHRIS BRZEZICKL 


$8 JUGS! 


no cover Sun-Thurs 


¢2 PINTS! 


$3 Fri & Sat nites 
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“Get your picture 

with Satan Claus! 
.“Festivus Role! 

“Drinking! 


“Dancing! § 
“Psychics! 

ress. is 
Freaky~lormal 


“mperors would distract the mass- 
their woes with blood sports. 

ut on Bail is part of the same not- 
Eo “adition. Stupid stunt follows 
stunt, most of them making you 
or grimace in sympathy—espe- 


01. chutes too narrow the shins 
02. echoes the rapture 

03. the decline of british sea power 
04. the earth is not... explosions in the sky 09. one a.m. diverse 


06. chocolate wheelchair album venetian snares 
07. i am the fun blame monster menomena 
08. dear catastrophe waitress belle & sebastian 


05. winter hymn... do make say think 10. twine twine 
enter in store to win a buck 65 trucker hat! 
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Tom Cruise dances 
with swordsmen in 
laughably pompous 
, The Last Samurai 
By DARREN ZENKO 


e Last Samurai is a real eye- 
T= of a movie, unless manipula- 
tive, heavy-handed, Oscar-length, 
by-the-numbers “sweeping” “epic” 
“dramas” are your thing. If they are, 
then this Tom Cruise costume melo- 
drama may earn a place right up 
there with the likes of Glory, Dances 
With Wolves and Braveheart. For the 


rest of us, cynical scoffers so soul- 
dead that even Hollywood's pattest 
moralizing and evenest teeth can’t 
get us to shed a single pathetic tear, 
there’s also good news: the laffs start 
early, and they don’t let up. 

When we first meet our Tom’s 
Captain Nathan Algren, in 1876 or 
thereabouts, we're treated to a high 
school drama class caricature of Man 
Wrestling With His Demons (And Los- 
ing); his head lolls drunkenly, he takes 
savage swings from a pocket flask, his 
clothing is worrisomely askew. He’s a 
veteran of the 7th Cavalry, of General 
Custer’s bloody crusades against the 
Red Man, and the demanding memo- 
ties of the massacrous atrocities he 


A lad in Spain 


A foreign exchange 
student gets lost in 
translation in 
L’Auberge 
Espagnole 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
he subtitles for L’Auberge 
Pevaenei translate the film’s 
title into English as Pot Luck. It’s 
a pretty dull and inadequate way of 


sexplaining an idiomatic phrase (lit- 


erally, “The Spanish Inn”) that 
might be more accurately rendered 
as “Euro-pudding” or even “a hap- 
hazard but tasty mix of incompati- 
ble languages and cultures,” 
although I doubt that last one 
would fit on the marquee. Actually, 
the term may have no exact English 
equivalent—which makes it the per- 
fect title for a film that derives so 
much of its humour and charm 
from the awkward way in which 
people from similar backgrounds 
but different countries attempt to 
communicate with each other. 

The main character is an earnest 
young French economics student 
named Xavier (Romain Duris, who 
looks like a slightly handsomer ver- 
sion of Fez from That ’70s Show) 


who arranges to spend a year 
attending school in Barcelona as 
part of the Erasmus foreign- 
exchange program. After spending a 
few days sleeping on the couch of a 
friendly French doctor he meets on 
the plane, Xavier moves into a 
cramped, raucous apartment 
already filled to the bursting point 
with fellow young people from 
across Europe: there’s a mopey Eng- 
lish girl, a Belgian lesbian, a phleg- 


matic Dane, a hard-working 
German guy and a few colourful 
representatives from Spain and Italy 
as well. We don’t see much of 
Xavier’s experiences in the class- 
room; instead, writer/director 
Cédric Klapisch is more interested 
in watching Xavier slowly adapt to 
his new surroundings (finding a 
favourite bar, learning to speak 
Catalan) and deal, often bumbling- 
ly, with the two women in his life— 
his long-distance girlfriend Martine 
back in France (played by Amélie’s 
Audrey Tautou), and the beautiful 
but sheltered wife of the doctor 
who loaned him his couch. 
Klapisch isn’t afraid to pile the 
film up to the ceiling with charac- 
ters—we don’t just get to know the 


committed under orders give him no 
peace. But here he is, washed up and 
making his bank by hawking his 
Injun-killin’ rifles for the Winchester 
company. It’s laugh-out-loud funny: 
of course he’s a ridiculous has-been— 
how else will they make his ridicu- 


lous “redemption” work two hours 
from now? 

Soon after he gets canned from 
that job for being a dangerous, gun- 
crazy drunk, a much better offer 
comes along: the Emperor of Japan, 
eager to modernize every aspect of 


his nation, wants to bring Algren 
over to train his new army in how to 
take out their old army—the ruthless 
samurai led by general-turned-rebel 
Katsumoto (Ken Watanabe). These 
arch-traditionalists reject the West- 
ern reforms (and Western weapons) 
of Emperor Meiji and the proto- 
industrialist Omura, and are mount- 
ing guerrilla attacks against railroads 
and such. Why are their enemies so 
adamant about hiring this boozy 
loser? Because he’s proven his ability 
to fight savages, and that’s what 
these arrow-slinging throwbacks are, 
according to Colonel Racist Asshole 
(Tony Goldwyn). Is he not correct? 
Of course not! The samurai are 
awesome! They’re fast and tough 
and scary and brave and hon- 
ourable, and at their first meeting 
they kick ass up one side of Tom’s 
unready conscripts and down the 
other—Col. R. Asshole insisted that 
swords and arrows were no match 
for guns, and the Japanese, despite 
centuries of experience with 
firearms, must've been too polite to 
correct him. Algren is taken prisoner 
rather than killed outright, partly 
because of his un-Whitey-like feroci- 
ty in single combat and partly 
because Katsumoto earlier had a 
vision of (ugh) a white tiger aiding 
him in battle. The yuks continue. 


LET’S MAKE a needlessly long story 
short. Captured and held for a year, 
Algren first goes through a rough bit 
of detox and then jumps into his 
Stockholm Syndrome with both feet. 
As the incredibly assaultive score 
swells and reels with walls of moody 
strings and just a touch of “Asian 
flavour,” as delightfully corny hack 
beauty shots of this rustic mountain 


village reel past, we get to wa 
Algren learn the lingo, mee; 4 
adorable kids, fall in some king 
love-like emotion, learn a lifeti; 
swordsmanship in a couple moj 
and come to the realization that 
only are the samurai the gre, 
bunch of folks ever, but he’s a say 
tai too! Okay, sure, whatever ) 
when Tom Cruise steps out jy 
magnificent lacquered armo, 
the first time—a big moment ; 
gets constantly telegraphed throy 
out the film—it wasn’t jus; 
chuckling out loud. 

It’s difficult to address the rac 
of this movie because that racis)] 
just so weird; it’s demeaning 
being so unceasingly posit; 
eggshell-walkingly sensitive to 
point of worship at the same ¢j 
that it uses Japanese feudal cy; 
and its warriors as exotic props 
dress up the same old Lawrenc 
Arabia “epic” story of an outsid 
redemption through (a) cult 
assimilation and (b) lots and lot 
killing. The big battle here is an 
of blood and death, first from 
dread arrows and slashing bladed 
the samurai, and finally from Ho 
wood’s inevitable Gatling guns 
ones that might as well have “Ma 
of Progress” written, editorial. 
toon style, on the barrel. And g 
who’s left to turn out the lights 
very last person on Earth y 
embodies the spirit of feudal Jap 
according to the film’s title? TI 
right; go ahead and laugh. © 


THE LAST SAM 
Directed by Edward Zwick © Written by 
Logan, Marshall Herskovitz and Ed 
Zwick © Starring Tom Cruise, Ken Water 
and Billy Connolly ¢ Opens Fr, { 


seven people in the apartment; we’re 
introduced to dozens of friends, rela- 
tives and lovers who drop in to stay 
with them for a week or two as well. 
L’Auberge Espagnole is full of incidents, 
but not a lot of plot—and as such, it 
perfectly captures the heady feeling 
of being young, excited by the world 
and living on your own for the very 
first time. Klapisch knows that kind 
of experience isn’t a linear one; it’s 
more about an accumulation of 
events, of meeting more new people 
than you can possibly keep track of, 
of living in a state of happy, constant- 
ly churning chaos. It’s not as though 
Xavier does anything terribly wild or 
dangerous while he’s in Barcelona, 
but he does develop enough of a taste 
for freedom to know when his Eras- 
mus year is over that he’d rather try 
to realize his childhood dream of 
becoming a writer than go to work 
for the minister of finance like he was 
originally planning to. 


SURE, IT’S A CORNY, predictable 
ending, but Klapisch gets there in 
such a loose, engaging, affectionate 
way that you can hardly object. As in 
his wonderful debut film When the 
Cat’s Away, there’s never a moment 
when you aren’t completely con- 
vinced that the characters actually 
live in the buildings where Klapisch 
films them. The apartment in 


"i 
L’Auberge Espagnole isn’t just clut- 
tered; it’s full of clutter that seems 
utterly specific to the characters: the 
pile of bikes by the doorway, the 
defaced Erasmus poster, Xavier's sad 
little collection of photos of Martine 
arranged above his bed, the note 
tacked up next to the telephone that 
explains how to say “such-and-such 
isn’t here right now” in seven differ- 
ent languages. Klapisch shot the film 
on digital video, and the loose block- 
ing of the scenes and the casual, 
overlapping, multilingual dialogue 
only adds to the sense of spontane- 
ity. Even when Klapisch throws in 
camera tricks and superimposes mul- 
tiple images on the screen or speeds 
up the action, it feels like something 
he came up with impulsively on the 
set instead of an effect he laboured 
over for hours in preproduction. - 


Swab. es 


Romain Duris and Audrey Tautou in L’Auberge Espagnole 


The only part of the film § 
feels scripted is a silly Three’s © 
ny sequence where the English § 
boyfriend unexpectedly visit 
apartment while she’s in bed wit! 
lover. At least it’s a funny bit, 0? 
the surreal fantasy sequence Klap 
attempts late in the film but just 
enough of a visual stylist to pum 
Nevertheless, it’s a pleasure to ™ 
a movie like L’Auberge Esp%s 
where you can feel the director 
ing instinctively and trying 0v' 
ideas instead of shackling him 
the demands of a formulaic °“ 
That’s the kind of spirit that “ 
lates perfectly to any audience. 


L'AUBERGE ESPA 

Written and directed by Cédric 4 
* Starring Romain Duris, Audrey " 
and Judith Godréche * Now ° 
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—001: A Space 
\dyssey remains the 
ark, dazzling jewel 
) Kubrick’s crown 


JOSEF BRAUN 


t the time of his death, the legacy 
of filmmaker Stanley Kubrick was 
misunderstood even by his most 
dent and vocal supporters, who 
led to fully acknowledge the vacu- 
» of warmth and character in much 
his work and the 

rk wit that 

ned up in some 

: his subtler cre- 

ions. (Though often considered to 
a sadly compromised interpreta- 
bn of Nabokov’s morally caustic 
wel, Kubrick’s Lolita in fact under- 
od Nabokov’s humour and grue- 
me psychology far better than 
rian Lyne’s titillating 1997 version.) 
But over the years Kubrick has 
more critical makeovers than 
pst, and reviewing his body of 
rk with a fresh eye reveals a sur- 
ing diversity of tone and intent. 
his 2001: A Space Odyssey 


nager, | realized why this has 
ome Kubrick’s defining film— 
y, despite its iconic status, multi- 
Plong and lumpy sections and 
erambiguous themes, it continues 
be more provocative and morally 
plicated than its misanthropic 
jow-up, A Clockwork Orange, and 
emely worth watching again. 
ro Cinema is screening a new 
mim print of 2001 this weekend 
i even if you’ve recently seen it 
television, this rare marriage of 
-budget spectacle and grand 
losophical ambitions remains 
hething to go out of your way for. 
Despite its snail-like pace, the 
bigest parts of 2001 actually dis- 
Y an impeccable sense of momen- 
n: Kubrick frequently slows things 
1 precisely during the moments 
*n we want to mull something 
- The “Dawn of Man” sequence, 
first chapter in 2001’s tripartite 
ucture, moves splendidly and the 
lic anxiety of his primates’ dis- 
lery of tribalism, property and, 


for the first time since I was a- 


most strikingly, the power of vio- 
lence, all make a deep impression. 
Even before the appearance of the 
film’s famed giant black monolith, 
any vibe of cool anthropological 
objectivity is vanquished by Kubrick’s 


anachronistic use of classical music to” 


comment upon the action. 

The beautiful transition that fol- 
lows this sequence cuts across millen- 
nia to scenes of futuristic space travel, 
the sudden tone of calm and comfort 
contrasting with the world of the ape- 
men as much as the awesome display 
of technology does, We learn of a high- 
ly classified lunar discovery that 

promises finally to 

provide indis- 

putable evidence of 

extraterrestrial life, 
and when we see the black monolith 
once again being examined by 
awestruck earthlings, it looks like a lin- 
ear narrative throughline is about to 
take hold. But for better or worse, that 
never really happens. The first two 
black monolith appearances are mas- 
terfully presented, with a chilling cho- 
rus of voices on the soundtrack, 
trembling as though struck with the 
fear of God. But exactly what effect the 
four-million-year-old monolith has on 
those who uncover it is never revealed. 


2001’S MOST SUSTAINED and sus- 
penseful sequence follows with a 
Jupiter mission 18 months later, in 
which a ship transporting a team of 
scientists is maliciously overtaken 
by its omnipresent, God-like super- 
computer HAL 9000, who speaks in 
the soothing tones of a slightly fey 
male shrink. The film’s closest 
attempt at thematic unity is the link 
between evolution and violence— 
the ape-men ascend to the next 
stage of their development once 
they begin using weapons, while the 
amazingly humanlike HAL concocts 
a calculated, ruthless plan to ascend 
to power over his controllers 
through murder. The bit where an 
astronaut suddenly begins to tumble 
aimlessly into the void in complete 
silence is especially creepy. 

The effectiveness of 2001's last 
third, however, is debatable. We’re 
escorted on a journey through a 
wormhole (or something) in an 
extended sequence that is by turns 
thrilling and a little cheesy, dated 


ir Dullea, gone tomorrow 


and over-impressed with itself, (I’m 
thinking of the psychedelic solarized 
landscapes.) The final bit feels like a 
bold metaphor, or perhaps a cosmic 
punchline, waiting to happen 

2001 was so long in the making, 
and Kubrick and Arthur C. Clarke 
(Kubrick’s co-screenwriter and author 
of the source novel) were occupied 
by such fundamentally different 
philosophical concerns that I’m not 
certain the film was entirely coherent 
even to its creators. (Judging from 
the interview Clarke conducts on the 
2001 DVD, the guy barely seems to 
understand what Kubrick's miovie is 
even about.) But the film continues 
to astound and ask big questions 
about our place in the universe, and 
with it Kubrick invented an entire 
new cinematic vocabulary for outer 
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space movies that knocked every- 
body out until homage became 
unavoidable. (Even Andre 
Tarkovsky, whose Solaris was partly 
an angry response to 2001's coldness, 
couldn’t help but imitate certain ele- 
ments.) Like the anonymous black 
monolith at its centre, the film 
remains a compelling enigma. @ 


It's an extraordinarily satisfying 
vision. You won't come out 
unaffected, because the 
depths of intimacy that 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
plumbs here a p 
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2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 

Directed by Stanley Kubrick ¢ Written by 
Arthur C. Clarke and Stanley Kubrick « 
Starring Keir Dullea and William 
Sylvester ¢ Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « 
Fri-Mon, Dec 5-8 (8pm) * Metro 
Cinema © 425-9212 


“MAY WELL BE THE CROWNING 
WORK OF THIS YEAR! 
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From Poland to Interzone 


The Criterion 
Collection puts 
Knife in the Water 
and Naked Lunch 
on DVD 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


nenberg, two filmmakers who 

began 2003 with the release of 
two of the year’s finest films—i.e., 
The Pianist and Spider—are ending 
the year with their earlier achieve- 
ments showcased in two of 2003’s 
finest DVDs. The Criterion Collec- 
tion has recently released deluxe 
editions of Polanski’s Oscar-nomi- 


R= Polanski and David Cro- 
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and their famifies are not eligible to enter. You must 
double pass is $25.00. Complete rules available by v 
Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3M5, Re 
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st must be received on 


nated 1962 first feature Knife in 
the Water and Cronenberg’s infa- 
mous, surreal 1991 adaptation of 
William S. Burroughs’s controver- 
sial, groundbreaking and hallucina- 
tory novel Naked Lunch. And 
considering the wealth of supple- 
mentary treasures to be found in 
both packages (not to mention 


Z 


their somewhat higher-than-aver- 
age pricetags), either would make a 
marvelous Christmas gift for any 
avid fan of these singularly talented 
cinematic auteurs. 

Set almost entirely on a small 
yacht adrift in the unpredictable 
waters of a Polish lake and featuring 


only three characters confined to 
each other's company in a sort of 
Sartrian huis clos, Knife in the Water 
is a truly dazzling psychological 
thriller crafted that’s not burdened 
by the strict limitations of its hum- 
ble production. Buoyed by minimal 
but seethingly potent dialogue and 
Krzysztof Komeda’s ominous jazz 
score, Polanski and cinematograph- 
er Jerzy Lipman constructed each 
shot with incredible inventiveness, 
creating a consistently engaging 
sense of tension through the juxta- 
position of claustrophobic close-ups 
and the vast, open backdrop of 
water and sky. For both Polanski 
and the new Polish cinema, this was 
one hell of a debut. 

Knife had a difficult time getting 
accepted for production in Poland 


ROGER EBERT, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 
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*KNIFE'IN THE WATER 


due its lack of overt political (i.e., 
propagandistically pro-socialist) con- 
tent, yet this deceptively simple tale 
of a bourgeois couple's chance 
encounter with an aimless young 
drifter couldn’t be more caustically 
political if it tried. Presented as they 
are out of any conventional social 
context, each character is imbued 
with distinctive psychological 
strengths and weaknesses: the upper- 
class machismo of Leon Niemczyk’s 
bullyingly authoritative Andrzej, 
Jolanta Umecka’s gradual transfor- 
mation from opaque trophy wife to 
sexy and sexually empowered 
Krystyna and Zygmunt Malanowicz’s 
naive but nimble young hitchhiker 
(whose voice was overdubbed by 
Polanski himself) hold down their 
respective corners of Knife’s sail 
without ever feeling like half-baked 
writerly conceits. - 


“| always wonder if the cameraman has Parkinson’s) 
or if he’s masturbating at the same time.” 


In lieu of an audio commentary, 
Criterion’s DVD contains informa- 
tive and entertaining interviews 
with Skolimowski and Polanski, each 
discussing the climate of filmmaking 
in early 60s Poland and the arduous 
process of bringing Knife to fruition. 
As well, Polanski shares some divert- 
ing opinions on film aesthetics. 
(‘I'm allergic to Dogma,” he says, 
commenting on shaky hand-held 
camerawork. “I always wonder if the 
cameraman has Parkinson's or if he’s 
masturbating at the same time.”) 
Knife’s second DVD contains all of 
Polanski’s often wordless absurdist 
early short films, the best of which, I 
think, is the very funny The Fat and 
the Lean, featuring Polanski himself 
as a hapless jester-slave to a bovine 
dumb slob, which is about as 
scathing a comment on life in east- 
ern Europe under Soviet rule as one 
could imagine. 


WHILE IT MAY BE TRUE that Cro- 
nenberg’s Naked Lunch is best appre- 
ciated with Coles Notes (or at least a 
copy of Ann Charters’s Portable Beat 


Reader), the brilliant fusion of Bur-_ 


roughs’s fiction and biography with 
Cronenberg’s own weird concerns 
about human nature is still one of 
the most provocative and themati- 
cally daring movies ever made. By 
creating a narrative rooted in the 
notion that Burroughs’s reportedly 


“Pm allergic to Dogma,” he says, 
commenting on shaky hand-held camerawork. 
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catalyst for both his writing card 
and his homosexuality, Cronenb¢ 
makes explicit some of the slipp 
subjects that Burroughs’s detachd 
Swiftian parables only alluded to 

For all that, Naked Lunch is 2 
tion—probably the most comp] 
one the brainy director ever creatd 
Eschewing any depiction of rd 
drugs, Cronenberg has his charact4 
addicted to bug poison (Burroug| 
was once an exterminator), whi 
opened up an entire world of wil 
exotic insect symbolism of Crond 
berg’s own design. Typewriter anu 
transport Bill Lee (Burroughs'’s sta 
in, played with marvelous deady 
humour by Peter Weller) to “Int 
zone” and give instructions {rd 
“Control” while doping him with 
manner of strange substances, calli 
into question the writer's free 


and his own identity. But tl 
labyrinthine, fascinating, funny, ¢ 
turbing and often repulsive matef 
is impossible to adequately sum 
rize—and the brief, bewilderi 
description I’ve just provided does 
even hint at the undercurrent 
deep sadness and regret runni 
through all of it, emphasized 
Ornette Coleman’s sax solos and 4 
warm, Edward Hopper/dimestq 
novel greens and browns of Pe 
Suschitzky’s photography. 

If you want help making sens 
it all, Criterion offers, among 0! 
tasty extras, several essays, select 
Burroughs readings from the n° 
a great making-of featurette by C1 
Rodley and a tag-team comment 
by Cronenberg and Weller w 
details their working method 
addresses sticky issues like 5 
roughs's gynophobia and the fil 
linking of homosexuality with “ 
inner voices. O 


Directed by Roman P. ij « Win 
man Polanski and k 

Jolanta Umecka and Zy9 
Malanowicz « Now on 


Written and directed by! D 
Cronenberg ® Starring Peter Weller 
Judy Davis » Now 0” 
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entlemen, behold! 
qua Teen Hunger 
orce and Space 
host Coast to 
oast are on DVD! 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


explaining the premise of Aqua 
en Hunger Force (the first sea- 
) of which has just been released 
n DVD). “Well,” I say, “it’s a car- 
on series about these three detec- 
i@ves. One’s a talking milkshake 
med Master Shake, one’s a talking 
ntainer of French fries named Fry- 
k—he’s got a beard and he shoots 
er beams out of his eyes—and the 
her one’s a talking, shape-shifting 
@eatball named Meatwad. Except 
only shapes he can shift into are 
giant hot dog and an igloo. Yeah, 
igloo made of meat. And they’re 
pt really detectives—in most 
W@isodes they just hang out in the 
ickyard while their landlord Carl 
‘ils at them to get the hell out of 
ip pool.” 
Still, those looks must be noth- 
g compared to the dumbfounded 
res Aqua Teen co-creators Matt 
aicllaro and Dave Willis must have 
tten when they first pitched the 
a to the executives at the Cartoon 
twork. As they explain on the 
mmentary track to the pilot 
isode, “Rabbot” (in which a gigan- 
robot rabbit escapes from the lab- 
Btory of Hunger Force archenemy 
. Weird and starts spraying 
gaine everywhere until every 
Wilding in New Jersey is covered 
ith hair), their strategy was to 
‘Boch up the “detective” angle in 
ie ‘ist few episodes. Once the suits 
comfortable, they figured, they 
ld start gradually making each 
W episode more nonsensical than 
e one that preceded it. 
That plan yielded episodes like 
iterfection,” in which Shake bor- 
S Frylock’s computer and nearly 
stroys the planet when he starts 
king on all the Internet pop-up 
ndows, which start multiplying 
ontrollably like the broomsticks 
ithe “Sorcerer's Apprentice” seg- 
Pit {rom Fantasia. Or “Ol’ Drippy,” 
iP Dich a giant talking piece of 
buld comes to life when the lazy, 
oral Shake refuses to clean up the 
hen—and dies when Shake gets 
fs and eats its head in order to 
ver. Dr. Weird still unveils a 
idish new invention at the start 
every episode, but they seldom 
‘© any bearing on the plotlines 
Nore; it’s actually part of the 
© that Dr. Weird and the Hunger 
3 are totally unaware of each 
*'s existence. 
The animation on the show is 
Shably primitive, but Aqua Teen’s 
tempt for production values is 
‘al to its charm. The show's idea 


of cutting-edge computer animation 
is showcased on perhaps the two 
funniest episodes on the DVD, 
which pit the Aqua Teens against the 
Mooninites, a pair of alien invaders 
who don’t let the fact that they look 
like they stepped out of a 1979 Space 
Invaders arcade game stop them from 
strutting around like the biggest 
badasses on the planet. (They’re 


whose premise is equally strange. 
= The central character is Space Ghost, 


Aqua Teen extraterrestrials: the Pluto- 
nians, a couple of very pointy, very 
inept aliens who speak, for some rea- 
son, in excitable German accents. 


AQUA TEEN HUNGER FORCE was 
itself spun off from another show on 
the Cartoon Network, Space Ghost 
Coast to Coast, whose first-season 
DVD also came out last week and 


a musclebound crimefighter who 
originally appeared on the obscure, 
low-rent late-’60s TV cartoon, series 
Space Ghost and Dino Boy—only, 
instead of battling interstellar vil- 
lains, he now hosts his own talk 
show while his former enemy, a talk- 
ing mantis named Zorak, serves as 
his bandleader. Each 12-minute 


inordinately proud of their laser 
guns, which fire extremely slow-mov- 
ing and non-deadly square bullets.) 
Maiellaro and Willis are apparently 
planning to give the Mooninites 
their own spinoff show, in which 
they'll do battle with another pair of 
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FILM FESTIVAL Elvis Mitchell, THE NEW YORK TIMES SX FILM FESTIVA 


“EXHILARATING! 


More than any director working today, Gus Van Sant 


understands what a deadly serious business youth can be,” 
-Karen Durbin, ELLE 


“FIERCELY INTELLIGENT! 
Tender, achingly beautiful” 


-Amy Taubin, FILM COMMENT 


“FEARLESS!” 


Roger Ebert, 
CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


“SPELLBINDING?” 


-Rene Rodriguez, 
THE MIAMI HERALD 


"MESMERIZING” 


-Desson Howe, 
THE WASHINGTON POST 


“POWERFUL” 
Geoffrey O'Brien, 
ARTFORUM 
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was, all Space Ghost wanted to know 
was if they had any superpowers or 
secret identities—but it quickly devel- 
oped into something much stranger. 
By the end of the first season, 
SGCTC's parody of talk show conven- 
tions had become almost dadaist—in 


episode is a blend of non sequitur 
gags and spectacularly awkward 
interviews with C-list celebrities like 
Bob Denver, Adam West and Hulk 
Hogan (as well as the occasional 
slumming hipster like Michael Stipe 
or David Byrne). 

The show began as a one-joke 


concept—no matter who the guest SEE PAGE 64 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


= 


Focus on Japan (M) A program of two 
very different experimental documentaries 
on Japanese subjects: Mashiko Village Pottery 
(1937; no credited director, restored by 
Marty Gross) and The Displaced View (1988; 
dir: Midi Onodera). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Thu, Dec 4 (7pm) 


Honey (CO, FP) Jessica Alba, Mekhi Phifer, 
Lil’ Romeo and Joy Bryant star in director 
Bille Woodruff’s gotta-dream musical drama 
about a gutsy young dancer from the wrong 
aT ide of the tracks whose blossoming career 
as a music video choreographer is threat- 
ened by her sexually predatory mentor. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, 
Ken Watanabe, Billy Connolly and Timothy 
Spall star in Glory director Edward Zwick’s 
historical epic about an alcoholic Civil War 
veteran who travels to Japan to train and 
modernize the emperor's troops, but 
decides to switch sides after being exposed 
to the honour code of the samurai warriors 
the emperor is determined to wipe out. 


at) The Lord of the Rings: The Fel- 
yeni of thé Ring (CO, FP) Elijah 
(glt@ Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo Mortenson 
and Liv Tyler star in this extended version of 
director Peter Jackson’s epic film adaptation 

I the first volume in J.R.R. Tolkien’s beloved 
fantasy epic about a quest to destroy an evil, 
all-powerful ring 


a) 2001: A Space Odyssey (M) Keir Dul- 
lea, Gary Lockwood and Douglas Rain 
fwlerg star in A Clockwork Orange director 
Stanley Kubrick’s heady 1968 sci-fi film about 
two astronauts, a tribe of apemen, a malevo- 
lent computer, an enormous black monolith 
and the most psychedelic lightshow in the 
history of the freaking cosmos. Zeidler Hall, 
The Gitadel; Fri-Mon, Dec 5-8 (8pm) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


SURITEPLTELIZET ENS Tere sree 


(aa) Bad Santa (CO, FP) Billy Bob Thorn- 
oe Tony Cox, Bernie Mac and Lauren 
(glag Graham star in Ghost World director 
ery Zwigoff's ultra-cynical Yuletide comedy 
about an alcoholic, down-at-heel thief who 
plans to rob a department store while work- 
ing as a mall Santa, only to have his con- 
science pricked when he befriends a lonely 
eight-year-old boy 


Brother Bear (CO) The voices of Joaquin 
Phoenix, Rick Moranis and Dave Thomas are 
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featured in this Disney animated adventure 
about a vengeful native hunter who learns 
some valuable lessons about life and nature 
when he is magically transformed into a 
bear. Songs by Phil Collins. 


9 Bus 174 (P) Director José Padilha’s 
Aagripping documentary unravels the life 
ok of Sandro do Nascimento, a 
ee Brazilian man who captured the 
nation’s attention in 2000 when he hijacked a 
bus in Rio de Janeiro and spent the next sev- 
eral hours locked in a showdown with the Rio 
police. In Portuguese with English subtitles. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO, FP) 
Mike Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston and 
Dakota Fanning star in director Bo Welch’s film 
version of the classic children’s book about a 
boisterous feline who pays an uninvited visit 
on two kids while their mother is gone, and 
gleefully sets to work destroying their house. 


Onin (GA) Eric Deulen, Alex Frost 
Per and john Robinson star in My Own Pri- 
(aq vate Idaho writer/director Gus van 
Sant’s disquieting, defiantly non-didactic 
Palme d’Or-winning drama, inspired by the 
Columbine massacre, about a day in the life 
of an average American high school that is 
shattered by a sudden outbreak of violence. 


Elf (CO, FP) Will Ferrell, James Caan and 
Zooey Deschanel star in Swingers director 
Jon Favreau’s fish-out-of-water holiday com- 
edy about a human nan who was raised as 
an elf at the North Pole and who now trav- 
els to New York City hoping to locate his 
biological father. 


Tal) Falling Angels (CO) Miranda 
ercnron Callum Keith Rennie and 
(eg Katherine Isabelle star in Rollercoaster 
director Scott Smith’s film version of Barbara 
Gowdy’s novel about three sisters growing 
up in a bland Canadian suburb in the late 
‘60s, who belatedly start to rebel against 
their repressive father and alcoholic mother. 


Gothika (CO, FP) Halle Berry, Penélope Cruz 
and Robert Downey Jr. star in The Crimson 
Rivers director Mathieu Kassovitz’s supernat- 
ural thriller about a criminal psychologist who 
wakes up confined in a mental institution for 
the murder of her husband, a crime she has 
absolutely no memory of committing. 


The Haunted Mansion (CO, FP) Eddie 
Murphy, Terence Stamp, Marsha Thomason 
and Jennifer Tilly star in Stuart Little director 
Rob Minkoff’s effects-heavy comedy, based 
on the Disney theme park attraction, about 
a family that encounters all manner of 
ghosts and poltergeists during a visit to a 
haunted house 
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man, Lucy Liu, Daryl Hannah and Vivi- 

4ca A. Fox star in the first installment of 
Pulp Fiction writer/director Quentin Taranti- 
no’s ultraviolent homage to ‘70s exploita- 
tion flicks, about a vengeful female assassin 
who miraculously survives her employer's 
attempt to rub her out, and begins method- 
ically picking off her killers, one by one. 


Looney Tunes: Back in Action (CO, FP) 
Brendan Fraser and Jenna Elfman star along- 
side dozens of beloved Warner Brothers car- 
toon characters in Gremlins director Joe 
Dante’s globe-hopping blend of animation 
and live action, in which Bugs Bunny hooks 
up with a former Hollywood stuntman to 
track down a legendary lost gemstone. 


Love Actually (CO, FP) Hugh Grant, Liam 
Neeson, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, 
Keira Knightley, Colin Firth and Laura Linney 
star in writet/director Richard Curtis's all-star 
ensemble romantic comedy, which tells 
eight interlocking stories about various Lon- 
doners (including the prime minister of Eng- 
land) falling in and out of love during the 
Christmas season. 


ays and Commander: The Far 
lal 


Kill Bill: Volume 1 (CO) Uma Thur- 
vue 
PICK 


Side of the World (CO, FP) Russell 

id Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged adventure 
yarn, based on the novels of Patrick O'Brian, 
in which 19th-century British sea captain 
Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon Stephen 
Maturin brave storms and cannonfire as 
they pursue a French “super-frigate” from 
Cape Hom to the Galapagos Islands. 


The Matrix: Revolutions (CO, FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
burne and Hugo Weaving star in the final 
installment of directors Andy and Larry 
Wachowski’s groundbreaking sci-fi trilogy 
about a rebel army's life-or-death battle 
against the machines that have enslaved 
most of mankind within a computer-gener- 
ated virtual world. 


The Missing (CO, FP) Cate Blanchett, 
Tommy Lee Jones, Evan Rachel Wood and 
Val Kilmer star in A Beautiful Mind director 
Ron Howard's grim Western about a man 
who returns home to his unforgiving family 
years after abandoning them, but must 
leave them again to rescue his granddaugh- 
ter when she is kidnapped by a band of out- 
law army deserters. 


My Life Without Me (P) Sarah Pol- 
Rer@ley, Scott Speedman, Amanda Plum- 
fgltig mer and Mark Ruffalo star in Things | 
Never Told You writer/director Isabel Coixet’s 
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Nightly 7:10pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees 1:00 pm 
*14,A° (violence, coarse language) 


Sat & Sun Matinees 3:30 pm 
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What do Honey and Glitter have in common? 
absolutely impossible to clean out of shag car 
young gals from the wrong side of the tracks trying to break into t 
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(Semi-interesting factoid: they both were also co-written by a woman named Ka) 
Lanier.) Glitter, of course, laid such a Gigli-sized egg at the box office during its ill+time 
September 11, 2001 opening weekend that star Mariah Carey’s career still hasn't reco, 
ered from the debacle. Jessica Alba must be praying the same fate doesn’t await h 
first starring vehicle, in which she plays tough-but-beautiful hip-hop choreograph: 
Honey Daniels. Among the recording artists making cameos as Honey’s friends ar 


clients: Missy Elliott, Jay-Z, Ginuwine, Tweet, Lil’ Romeo and Canada’s o 
Fresh-Wes, who's apparently in need of some remedial backbo 


drama about a young woman who learns 
she will die of cancer in three months and 
sets to work tying up the loose ends of her 
life, all the while keeping her imminent 
demise a secret from her family. 


yen River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Peri Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
(l4 given director Clint Eastwood’s moody 
drama, set in working-class Boston, about 
three childhood friends whose traumatic 
memories of the past are revived when one, 
now a police detective, begins to suspect 
another of killing the third’s daughter. Based 
on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


Scary Movie 3 (FP) Anna Faris, Charlie 
Sheen, Leslie Nielsen, Queen Latifah and 
Denise Richards star in the latest installment 
of the popular series of raunchy horror-movie 
spoofs, featuring send-ups of such films as 
The Ring, The Others, The Matrix and Signs. 
Directed by David Zucker (The Naked Gun). 


[2) The School of Rock (FP) Jack Black, 
Joan Cusack and Mike White (who 
titer wrote the screenplay) star in Dazed 
and Confused director Richard Linklater’s 
comedy about a would-be rock star who 
takes a job as a substitute teacher at an 
uppity private school and immediately 
begins transforming his classroom of 10- 
year-olds into a kick-ass rock band. 


The Singing Detective (P) Robert 


on J 
EO MONTO 
- 


12039 — 127 Street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.¢4 


ET 
sliding lessons. 


Downey Jr., Robin Wright Penn, Jeremy 
Northam and Mel Gibson star in Mother 
Night director Keith Gordon’s adaptation 
Dennis Potter's acclaimed TV miniseries 

about a misanthropic detective novelist y 
ponders his life while confined to a hospi 
bed with a hideous skin disease. 


Timeline (CO, FP) Paul-Walker, Frances 
O'Connor, Gerard Butler and Billy Connol 
star in Ladyhawke director Richard Donn 
adventure yarn about three Yale students 
who must travel back in time to 14th-cenj 
ry France to rescue a trapped history profq 
sor and return him to the present. Based a 
the novel by Michael Crichton. 


Tupac: Resurrection (CO) Director Lav 
Lazin’s documentary about the life and 
untimely death of rap star Tupac Shakur, 
featuring extensive rare and previously 
unseen home movies, photographs and 
concert footage. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 

EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-528: 
FP: Famous Players 

GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 

L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 

M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 

P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
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Showtimes for Friday, December 5 to Thursday, December 11 


showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
se contact theatre for confirmation. 
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174 
plence, coarse language. Daily 7.10 
it Sun 1.00 


LIFE WITHOUT ME 
ily 7.00 9.10 Sat Sun 2.00 
5 7.00 show December 10. 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave, 


p01: A SPACE ODYSSEY 
Mon 8.00. 
iE END OF MAY / SECRETARY 


ju 7.00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


G 
jy 7 10 9.20 Sat Sun 12.10 2.20 4.30 


ROTHER BEAR G 
Sun 12.15 2.10 4.20 


iE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
ghtening scenes. Daily 6.45 8.45 
Sun 12,40 2.40 4.40 


E MISSING 
Bily 6.50 9.10 


SEUSS’ THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
40 8.30 Sat Sun 12.20 2,00 4.10 


IE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
bry scenes. Daily 6.16 9.00 Sat Sun 12.15 3.00 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 


iE HAUNTED MANSION 
i 1g scenes, Daily 7.20 9.20 
20 3.20 


R. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT 
y 7.10 9.10 Sat Sun 1.10 3.30 


IE MISSING 
ence. Daily 7.00 9.30 Sat Sun 1.00 3.40 


ELINE 
lence. Dally 7.15 9.30 Sat Sun 1.05 3.30 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


{1) 780-352-3922 


R. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT 
hy 10 Fri Sat Sun 1.00 3.00 


14A 


144 


14A 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


CINEMA GUIDE 


CITY CENTRE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
D SANTA 
de sexual content throughout, not 
Sonmended for children. Fri-Wed 12.30 3.40. 
25 Thu 12,30 3.40 10.25 


SEUSS! THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 


hu 00 
DTHIKA 
="\ce, disturbing content. 
39 10.15 Sat-Thu 4.00 7.30 10.15 


BY 12.50 4.20 6.45 9,15 


TER AND COMMANDER: 
E FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 


¥ 2.20 3,30 6.40 9.40. 
ACTUALLY — 
mua! Content, ’ 
12.40 3.50 7.00 10.10 
MISSING 
©. Fri-Tue 12,10 3.15 6,50 9.50 
Thu 12.10 3,15 9.50 


18A 


14A 


TIMELINE 
Violence. Daily 1.10 4.10 7.20 10.20 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. No passes. 
Daily 11.45 3,00 6.30 10.00 


HONEY 
Daily 12.09 2.15 4.30 7.10 9.30 


man oi ea 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.50. Sat-Sun 1.45 4.00 6.50 


THE RUNDOWN 
Fri Mon-Thu 6,40 Sat-Sun 1.50 4.10 6.40 


UNDERWORLD 
Gory violence. Daily 9.00 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 9.40 
Sat-Sun 2.05 4.35 7.30 9.40 


FALLING ANGELS 
Sexual content. Daily 9.10 


MYSTIC RIVER 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.15 
Sat-Sun 2.20 6.30 9.15 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.10 9.35 
Sat-Sun 1.55 4.20 7.10 9.35 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.45 8.50 
Sat-Sun 2.15 4.40 6.45 8.50 


SCARY MOVIE 3 
Crude content. Fri Mon-Thu 7.20 9.20 
Sat-Sun 2.10 4.05 7.20 9.20 


KILL BILL VOLUME | 
Gory violence, Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.30 
Sat-Sun 2.00 4.30 7.00 9.30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


BAD SANTA 
Crude sexual content throughout, not recom. 
mended for children. Daily 1.30 3.40 7.40 10.05 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 12.30 2.20 4.30 6.50 9.00 


ELF G 
Daily 12.20 2.40 4.50 7.00 9.10 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Daily 1.00 3.50 6.40 9.35 


GOTHIKA 
Violence, disturbing content 
Daily 12.50 3.05 5.20 7.50 10.10 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes. 
Daily 12.10 2.50 5.10 7.30 9.40 


THE MISSING 
Violence. No passes. 
Daily 12.40 4.00 7.05 10.00 


TIMELINE 
Violence. Daily 1.20 4.10 7.10 9.55 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
Gory scenes. No passes. 
Daily 12.00 3.15 6.30 9.50 


HONEY PG 
Daily 1.10 3.30 7.20 9.30 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughout, not recom- 
mended for children. Daily 1.50 5.10 7.45 10.30 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 12.00 1.00 2.15 3.15 
4.40 5.30 7.00 8.00 9.10 


GOTHIKA 
Violence, disturbing content. 
Daily 12.20 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.40 


KILL BILL: VOLUME | 
Gory violence. Daily 10.45 


BROTHER BEAR 
Daily 12.10 2.20 5.40 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Daily 12.50 3.45 6.50 9.50 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 
Violence. Daily 1.15 4.10 7.20 10.20 


ELF G 
Fri-Sat Tue 1.10 2.10 3.50 4.50 6.30 7.15 8.50 
9.30 Sun 2.10 3.50 4.50 6.30 7.15 8.50 9.30 
Mon Wed-Thu 1.10 2.10 3.50 4.50 7.15 9.30 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. Daily 12.15 3.30 6.40 8.15 9.40 


144A 


144 


18A 


14A 


14A 


14A 


THE MISSING 
Violence. Fri Sun-Thu 12.40 3.40 7.10 10.15 
Sat 12.40 3.40 10.15 


THE LAST SAMURAI 

Gory scenes. No passes. On 3 screans 
Fri-Sat 12.30 1.30 2.30 4,00 5.00 

8.30 10.00 10.45 Sun -Thu 12.30 1 

4.00 5.00 6.30 7.30 8.30 10,00 

Star and strollers screening. Thu 10am 
HONEY 

Daily 12.15 2.45 5.15 7.40 10.10 

LORD OF THE RINGS: FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE RING-EXTENDED EDITION 
Violence. No passes. 

Fri-Sun 12.30 4.30 9.00 Mon-Thu 2.00 7.30 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 
Sneak preview. Sat 7.00 


BLIZZARD G 
Sneak preview. Sun 1.45 


8882-170 St, 444-1331 
ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO 
Graphic violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.50 
Sat-Sun 4.30 7.15 9.50 
FREAKY FRIDAY G 
Fr Mon-Thu 7.00 9.15 Sat-Sun 4.00 7.00 9.15 


AMERICAN WEDDING 18A 
Crude content. Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 10.00 

Sat-Sun 4.45 7.30 10.00 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.30 Sat-Sun 3.30 6.30 9.30 
SEABISCUIT PG 
Some coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.40 
Sat-Sun 3.45 6.40 9.40 

DICKIE ROBERTS: 

FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content. Fri Mon-Thu 
6.50 9.00 Sat-Sun 4.15 6.50 9,00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


14A 


14A 


sTc 


18A 


BAD SANTA 

Crude sexual content throughout, not recom- 
mended for children. Fri 4.20 7.25 9.40 
Sat-Sun 12.40 4:20 7.25 9.40 

Mon-Thu 7.25 9.40 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fn 4.45 6.45 9.00 Sat-Sun 12.10 2.25 4.45 6.45 
9.00 Mon-Thu 6.45 9.00 


GOTHIKA 14A 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri-Sun 4.25 7.10 
9.30 Mon-Thu 7.10 9.30 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Fri 4.30 Sat-Sun 12.35 2.55 4.30 


ELF G 
Fri 3.40 6.55 9.35 Sat-Sun 12.25 3.40 6.55 9.35 
Mon-Thu 6.55 9.35 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 
Violence. Fri 3.15 6.40 9.55 Sat-Sun 12.00 3.15 
6.40 9.55 Mon-Thu 6.40 9.55 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Sat-Sun 12.15 2,20 


LOVE ACTUALLY 
Sexual content. Daily 6,35 9.45 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. Fri 3.30 6.50 9.50 Sat-Sun 12.10 3.30 
6.50 9.50 Mon-Thu 6.50 9.50 


THE MISSING 

Violence. Fri 3.50 7.05 10.05 Sat 12.20 3.50 
10.05 Sun 12.20 3.50 7.05 10.05 

Mon-Thu 7.05 10.05 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes. 

Fri 3.00 7,20 9.20 

Sat-Sun 12.30 3.00 7.20 9.20 
Mon-Thu 7.20 9.20 


THE LAST SAMURAI 

Gory scenes. Fri 3.35 7.15 10.30 
Sat-Sun 12.05 3.35 7.15 10.30 
Mon-Thu 7.15 10.30 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 
Sneak preview. Sat 7,00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-137 Ave, 732-2296 
BAD SANTA 
Crude sexual content throughout, not 


recommended for children. 
Daily 1.50 5.25 8.10 10,25 


18A 


144 


14A 


stc 


18A 


TUPAC: RESURRECTION 

Coarse lanquage. Fri-Wed 2.20 5.00 8.00 10.30 
Thu 2.20 10.30 

DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 12.20 2.30 4.50 7.00 9.00 
GOTHIKA 

Violence, disturbing content 

Daily 1.40 4.40 7.30 9.45 

BROTHER BEAR 

Daily 1.10 3.10 5.10 

THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 

Violence. Daily 7.20 10.05 

ELF 

Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 1.00 3.20 §.30 7.50 10.00 
Sun 3,20 5.30 7.50 10.00 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. Daily 12.50 3.50 6.50 9.50 
LOVE ACTUALLY 

Sexual content. Daily 12.40 3.40 6.40 9.40 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. 

Daily 12.10 2.10 4.30 7.05 9.10 

THE MISSING 

Violence. Fri Sun-Thu 1.20 4.10 7.15 10.10 

Sat 1.20 4.10 10.10 

TIMELINE 

Violence, Daily 1.30 4.20 7.35 10.15 

THE LAST SAMURAI 

Gory violence. No passes. On 2 screens. 

Daily 12.00 2.00 3.30 5.15 7.10 8.30 10.20 
HONEY 

Daily 12.30 2.50 5.20 7.40 9.55 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 

No passes. Sneak preview. Sat 7.09 
BLIZZARD 

No passes. Sneak preview. Sun 1.00 


144 


14A 


GATEWAY 8 


29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Fri Sat Sun 1.10 4.20 6.50 9,20 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 9.20 


MYSTIC RIVER 14A 
Coarse language. Fri Sat Sun 12.55 3.40 6.45 
9.35 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 


SCARY MOVIE 3 144A 
Crude content. Fri Sat Sun 1.30 3.35 7.20 9.55 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7,20 9,55 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri Sat Sun 1.25 3.45 6.40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.40 


THE HAUNTED MANSION 
Frightening scenes 

Fri Sat Sun 12.45 1.45 2.45 4,00 

4.50 7.00 7.30 9.25 9.50 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 7.30 9.25 9.50 


TIMELINE 


Violence. Fri Sat Sun 1.20 4.10 7.10 10,00 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 10.00 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
12.45 3.00 5.15 7,40 9.50 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 
Violence. 12.40 3.45 7.15 10.15 


LOVE ACTUALLY 

Sexual content. 12.50 3.55 7.20 10.20 
ELF G 
Fri Sat Mon Tue Wed Thu 12.15 2.30 4.45 7.10 
9.40 Sun 12.15 7.10 9.40 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. 12.25 3.30 6.45 10.10 
GOTHIKA 

Violence, disturbing content. 

1.20 4.30 7,50 10.40 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. 12.30 2.45 5.00 7.25 9.45 
TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. 1.00 4.15 7.30 10.25 

THE MISSING 


140 
Violence. Fri Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12.35 3.50 
7.05 10.05 Sat 12,35 3.50 10.05 


144 


14A 


144 


144 


14A 


BAD SANTA 
Crude sexual content throughout, not recom- 
mended for children. 1.30 4.20 7.35 10.00 


THE LAST SAMURAI 

ses. Gory scenes. 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 11 
Wed 1.00 4.15 7.30 10.45 Ci 
HONEY PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 1.15 4.00 6.50 9.30 
Wed 2.15 4.30 6.50 9.30 
BLIZZARD / ELF 
Sun 2.30 No passes. 2 for 1 sneak 
LORD OF THE RINGS: FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE RING-EXTENDED EDITION 
Violence. No passes. 12.00 4.15 8.30 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 
No passes. Special advance sneak. Sat 7.00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat R 8726 : 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.15 2.15 4.15 7.20 9.15 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.20 9.15 


TIMELINE 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 12.45 315 7.10 9.50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 9.50 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun 12.30 3.45 6,45 9.35 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.35 


THE LAST SAMURAI 
No passes. Gory scenes. 
Fri Sat 12.00 3. 00 10.15 Sun 12.00 3.30 
7.00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 


18A 


14A 


5 3.15 7.00 10.30 
babies Wed 1pm 


14A 


STC 


14A 


14A 


144 


KNAOVIES 12 
CINEMA CITY 12 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


THE FIGHTING TEMPTATIONS PG 
Sat Sun 11.05 Daily 1.40 4.25 7.00 9.50 
Fri Sat late night 12.25 


GOOD BOY! 
Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1.20 4.10 7.10 9.20 
Fri Sat late night 11.30 


BAGHBAN 
Daily 2.10 7.00 
Fri Sat late night 10.40 


AMERICAN WEDDING 

Crude content 

Daily 11.50 2.00 4.20 7.25 9.55 
Fri Sat late night 12.00 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO 
Graphic violence 

Daily 11.20 1.35 4.35 7.35 10.05 
Fri Sat late night 12.15 


FREAKY FRIDAY 

Sat Sun 11.15 

Daily 1.25 4.15 7.05 9.30 
Fri Sat late night 11.35 


SEABISCUIT 

Some coarse language. 
Daily 12.50 3.45 6.50 9.45 
Fri Sat late night 12.25 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
Sat Sun 11.35 

Daily 2.15 4.45 7.15.9.25 

Fri Sat late night 11.45 


MY BOSS’ DAUGHTER 
Crude content 

Sat Sun 11.40 

Daily 1.45 7.40 

Fri Sat late night 12.20 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 12.55 3.50 6.45 9.40 

Fn Sat late night 12.20 


UPTOWN GIRLS PG 
Daily 4.55 10.10 


MATCHSTICK MEN 
Sat Sun 11,25 

Daily 1.50 7.30 

Fri Sat late night 12.10 


BRUCE ALMIGHTY 
Coarse language. 

Sat Sun 11.45 

Daily 2.05 4.30 7.20 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.50 


SWAT. 
Daily 4.40 10.00 
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Aqua Teen/Space Ghost“ 


Continued from page 61 


some episodes, Space Ghost would 
kill Zorak two or three times; mean- 
caghile, the interviews were getting 
edited down until almost nothing 
remained but uneasy silences and ner- 
vous laughter. As the show continued 
its run, the show acquired enough 
cachet to attract cool guys like Jim Jar- 


“musch, Ben Stiller, Conan O’Brien 
and Jack Black, but these first 16 
episodes represent the show in its 
purest form, when the panic in the 
eyes of the guests was genuine and 
before everybody figured out the joke. 

Of course, I use the phrase “figur- 
ing out the joke” loosely. When it 
comes to Aqua Teen Hunger Force and 
Space Ghost Coast to Coast, you might 


never understand why you're laugh- | 


ing so hard. © 


A BRAND NEW 35MM PRINT! 
STANLEY KUBRICK'S 
1968 


SR ey leg eit 


FRIDAY TO MONDAY 
% TONIGHT 


= ALTERNATE EYE =>) 


SCI-FI CLASSIC 


at 8:00PM NIGHTLY 
AT 7PM °°. 


at 


j MASHINO VILLAGE POTTERY...HE DISPLACED VIEW 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates 
with the 
support of: 


Into the Ring is a 
disappointingly 
uncritical 
celebration of the 
Rings trilogy 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


brothers who've both grown up to 
| become filmmakers: Phil (Rick 
| Miller) is the kind of slick Hollywood 
producer who models his office after 
an austere Zen garden but takes 800 
cellphone calls a day and doesn’t 
mind turning out schlocky, vulgar 
blockbusters so long as they turn a 
tidy profit; Graham (Dawson Nichols) 
is the kind of earnest documentarian 
who almost willfully tries to arrange 
things so that his films are seen by as 
few people as possible. As the play 
opens, Phil pitches Graham the idea 
of collaborating together for the very 
first time on a documentary about 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
Graham is skeptical about his broth- 
er’s passion for the material (Phil has- 
n’t even read the books), but Tolkien 
is his favourite author and when Phil 
writes him a $50,000 cheque to cover 
his initial expenses, he decides he’d be 
a fool to turn the offer down. 

But Nichols and Miller (who co- 
wrote the script) aren’t content to 
simply explore the relationship 
between the two brothers, and in fact, 

| the art-versus-commerce theme that 
they seem to be setting up in the 
opening scene gets dropped fairly 
| quickly. (The brothers don’t really 
| argue over competing visions for their 
film so much as they struggle together 
to reconceive the film when Phil’s 
efforts to obtain the rights to film 
| clips and excerpts from Tolkien’s nov- 
els keep falling through.) There’s a 
subplot about Graham’s fractious rela- 
| tionship with his teenaged son, who 
he’s hired to help edit the film (and 
who also hasn’t read the novels, much 
to Graham's disappointment). There's 
a subplot about Graham’s unraveling 


| [ the Ring is the story of two 


Tolkien social scene 


mental state—he starts taking pep 
pills to keep up his hectic filming 
schedule and even begins having hal-. 
lucinations that the disapproving eye 
of Tolkien himself is constantly hover- 
ing over him. And interpolated 
through all of this are sound bites 
from a series of tweedy academics and 
literary critics on Tolkien’s life and his 
writing, plus performances by the 
“Tolkien Geeks,” two hyperactive 
comics who act out the entire Rings 
trilogy in nine minutes flat. 


THERE’S A LOT GOING ON in Into the 
Ring, yet I don’t think the stakes are 
high enough to make the story very 
compelling. For one thing, Phil and 
Graham’s project isn’t grand or ambi- 
tious enough to capture your imagi- 
nation—it’s hard to get too worked up 
about two filmmakers who aren't 
even professional enough to put 
together a quickie documentary about 
Tolkien when there must be at least a 
half-dozen similar films in wide circu- 


=| THEATRE 


lation already as bonus features on 
the Lord of the Rings DVDs. 

One of the academics Graham 
interviews praises all the work 
Tolkien put into conceiving the geog- 
raphy and the languages of Middle 
Earth, observing how the astonishing 
amount of background detail in the 
books gives them a remarkable air of 
authenticity. But that kind of layered 
background detail is precisely what's 
missing in the scenes between Phil 
and Graham and Graham and his 
son. We never really understand why 
Phil seems to bear such resentment 
toward his father, or why Graham 
and his son have drifted apart—or at 
least, what explanations we do get 
don’t have much texture to them. 


| ALSO HAVE TO SAY that for a play 
that’s designed as an uncritical cele- 
bration of Tolkien’s work, Into the 
Ring doesn’t do a very good job of 
explaining what makes these novels 
so appealing to so many readers. 
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Miller and Nichols spend all th 
time marveling over what strikes q 
as the novels’ Jeast interesting fq 
tures—the sheer size of them, 
cultlike devotion the books inspir 
their millions of fans, the w 
Tolkien laboured over all th 
tedious fake languages—and ma 
virtually no mention of, you knofy 
the story. Of course, Miller aj 
Nichols are both self-profess 
Tolkien fanatics, so perhaps they fj 
ured that the magic of the bod 
could be taken pretty much a 
given, but I would have liked tog 
more of a sense of what The Lord, 
the Rings really means to Grahal 
why this story and these charact 
loom so large in his imagination 4 
not, say, The Great Gatsby or Mo 
Dick or, I don’t know, The Celes 
Prophecy or The Fountainhead. 

I’m not a Tolkien fan at all, so 
comments should probably be tail 
with a grain of salt. (The revelati 
that Phil and Graham’s father expé 
ed both his sons to listen to the 
hour tape of himself reading The 
of the Rings in its entirety struck 
as a monstrous act of child abus 
Certainly, the play is very skillful 
staged and many of Miller 4 
Nichols’s character shifts are 4 
ingenious, but Into the Ring is a sii 
for people who've already accept 
the gospel according to Tolkien.\" 
play’s focus on the-two brothers 
probably isn’t going to have m 
appeal for young kids, even tho’ 
it’s being marketed as a TYA sh0 
Every character who reads The Lo 
the Rings automatically becom 
better person. There's one chat 
who's literally committed every 
of the entire 1,400-page trilos 
memory—and the fact that this 
with his head crammed full of ! 
bits isn’t portrayed as a danger® 
obsessed freak tells you everyt™! 
you need to know about where ® 
show is coming from. © 


INTO THE F 

Created and performed by Rick 
and Dawson Nichols « Arts Barns 
i Dec7* 4489 


dinary people 
ome artists 
anks to the Fine 
s Open House 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


ere’s something unique about 
e fine arts program at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta’s Faculty of 
nsion. It’s one of the oldest fine 
institutions in the city (it 
ed in 1932), it boasts the only 
ery in town where non-credit 
ents can display their work on a 
tinual basis and it’s, quite simply, 
of the most interesting artistic 
munities in Edmonton. 

After teaching there for 10 years 
had the privilege of meeting the 
st curious assortment of people. 
ere else would you run into a 
ed judge who longed to paint all 
life or a social worker from up 
th who steals moments away 
@m work to paint the northern 
dscape? Program director Val 
he shares my enthusiasm for the 
e. “The difference here,” he says, 
at we have adult students with a 
age range and professional range 
p have one thing in common, and 
is that they form an arts commu- 
, It's the common denominator.” 
mSmythe is particularly excited 
jut this weekend’s Fime Arts 


Open House and Silent Auction. 
For one afternoon, the classrooms, 
hallways and gallery will be jam- 
packed with more than 400 artworks 
produced by art students from all 
walks of life and levels of experience. 
“It’s a welcoming event,” Smythe 
explains. “We want people to see our 
program and to participate in it.” 
Students have spent two solid days 
setting up the show, a display of 
commitment that makes Smythe 
proud. “There’s a sense here,” he 
says, “of people who are interested in 


EIVISUAL ARTS 


making the program thrive—not just 
for their own personal gain, but also 
with community goals in mind.” 
One of those dedicated volun- 
teers (he’s helping set up the open 
house for the second year in a row) is 
Brian Olson, who had to juggle gru- 
eling shifts in his night-time job as a 
nurse in the cardiology intensive care 
unit to fit the show into his sched- 
ule. “It was funny how it happened,” 
Olson says, describing how he got 
involved with the program. “One of 
the unit clerks I work with asked me 
to accompany her to the courses. 
When she presented the idea, it was 
exactly what I wanted to do.” Olson 
was determined to find interests 
beyond his job. “I see a lot of people 
who come into the hospital because 


theatre 
notes 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ll out the Carol 


tmas Carol « Maclab Theatre, 
Citadel * To Dec 24 © preVUE 
in 2000, when the Citadel unveiled 
lavish new stage adaptation of 
Dickens's A Christmas Carol, Tom 
bd (who also wrote the script) 
hised he'd play Ebenezer Scrooge for 
ext three seasons. Well, like 
©ge, Wood turned out to be better 
his word; here it is December again, 
Wood is getting ready to embark 
his fourth tour of duty in the 
anding role—a display of stamina 
professionalism that leaves first-time 
ers like Stephanie Wolfe in awe. 

I've seen it every year,” she says, 
every year | always marvel at the 
of the stagecraft and how amaz- 


®el sad for—you go through all 
‘Tustrating emotions with him, and 


then you ultimately just adore him.” 
Wolfe has only a couple of small 
parts in the play—she turns up at the 
top of the play as Mrs. Denham, one 
of the two women foolish enough to 
ask Scrooge if he’d care to donate 
some money to the poor, and pops up 
again later on for the scene where the 
Cratchit family cheerfully celebrates 
the holiday over their meagre Christ- 
mas dinner. “| had to learn how to 
play the concertina!” she says exul- 
tantly. “It’s a challenge—the notes 
change as you squeeze it in and out. 
It’s so nerve-racking because Tiny Tim 
is singing ‘Away in a Manger’ and if 
you wreck that moment, you’re kind 
of responsible for wrecking the play.” 
But it says a lot about Bob Baker’s 
energetic staging of the material (and 
his determination to make good use of 
his mammoth cast) that Wolfe rarely 
gets an opportunity to rest during each 
performance. “The show is big,” she 
says. “It’s, like, Les Miz big. There are 
always people coming and going, and 
there are always pieces being moved in 
and out—which you never see on a 
thrust stage. There’s always a million 
things to do. | hate to call it a well-oiled 
machine, because that makes it sound 
like there’s not a lot of heart in it, but it 
really is ingeniously put together. And 
Bob always directs it like it’s the first 
time they've done it. It’s not a photo- 
copy at all of the previous production.” 
Wolfe has always been a sucker for 
the Christmas season, but she’ll be even 
more of a Fezziwig than usual this year, 
with nine members of her family flying 
in from Saskatchewan to spend the hol- 
idays at her house. (Her biggest con- 
cern, though, is figuring out how to set 


they haven't dealt with certain stress- 
es in their life,” he says, “people for 
whom retirement is like jumping off 
a cliff. Retirement is something a per- 
son has to work at, It’s like taking 
control of your life instead of having 
someone else direct your day.” 


LORRAINE BEAUPRE HAD another 
reason for joining the program. “! 
work in a job that’s left-brain,” she 
says bluntly. “I work in finances.” 
After many years of expressing an 
interest in art but claiming she had no 
time to commit to it, her husband 
finally took the first step and signed 
her up for a course. “My family is so 
excited to see my projects,” she says. 
Now as she comes home her children, 
husband and her parents all gather 
around her portfolio to see what she’s 
studying. “It leads to some good dis- 
cussions,” she says. “My husband said 
that it’s been really good for all of us. 
He’s even looking at art books!” 

But it’s when Beaupré talks about 
her reasons for taking up art that her 
matter-of-fact tone begins to quaver. 
After juggling family and work com- 
mitments for so many years, art is 
something she does just for the love 
of it. “It’s just for me,” she says soft- 
ly. “That's how I feel about it.” 

That kind of emotion is palpable 
at the open house. For students like 
Beaupré, this will be the first time 
they’ve ever publicly displayed their 
artwork. For others it’s a chance to 


up the tree so that her two-year-old son 
won't topple it over.) Soon we're talk- 
ing about our families’ various Christ- 
mas traditions and comparing notes on 
our favourite movie Scrooges. I’m a big 
fan of Scrooge, the 1970 musical version 
with Albert Finney, while Wolfe prefers 
A Muppet Christmas Carol. “| always 
wanted to be a Muppet when | grew 
up,” she says, and | can’t help but think 
that in a way, she has—lI’ve always 
loved her big, expressive eyes and her 
animated, Hensonian acting style. 
Anyway, soon we’re back talking 
about Wood's adaptation of the story 
and the clever way he’s turned it into a 
character study instead of a sentimental 
Christmas fable. “We're approaching it as 
a show that happens to take place on 
Christmas Eve,” Wolfe says, “but it’s 
about redemption and human relation- 
ships and the effect you can have on 
other people—how you can devastate or 
elate other people entirely because of 
what you say or do. You can choose to 
be kind or choose not to be kind, and 
someone's life can swing in the balance.” 


Better Living 
lacks chemistry 


Better Living * Timms Centre for 
the Arts (U of A) * To Dec 6 « 
reVUE |s it possible for an actor to com- 
mand the stage even though the char- 
acter they're playing is only too happy 
to let everybody else walk all over them? 

Well, that’s the unlikely feat 
Katharine Ford pulls off in Studio The- 
atre’s production of George F. Walker's 
black comedy Better Living. Ford plays 
Mary Ann, a hapless middle child who, 
in a classic case of leaping out of the 


encourage their classmates. Whatever 
Stage they’re in, as students pack the 
open house, animatedly discussing 
their challenges and successes, you 
sense that this is a place where com- 
munity spirit reigns, where everyone 
feels their contribution is welcome. 
“It doesn’t matter where you are 
in your life, or what you think you 


frying pan and into the 
fire, decides to move 
back in with her family 
after her marriage falls 
apart. Her mother and 
sisters are screwy 
enough on their own, 
but the unexpected 
reappearance of their 
estranged father Tom 
(Jordan Schartner) cata- 
pults them into whole 
new levels of dysfunc- 
tion as Tom feverishly 
gets to work “protect- 
ing” them all from the 
amoral outside world. 
Bars go up on the win- 
dows, a chain goes on 
the refrigerator, boxes 
of canned tomatoes get 
stockpiled in the base- 
ment and rigid new 
codes of behaviour get 
imposed upon every 
family member. 

And poor Mary Ann 
is too frightened and 
insecure to raise an 
objection to any of it— 
she’s like one of those runty, morose lit- 
tle dogs whose expression practically 
begs you to swat them across the head 
with a newspaper. Ford speaks all her 
lines in a timid, quavering voice that 
hits and sustains exactly the right note 
of endearingly pathetic helplessness. 
(Her voice sounds sort of like Laura 
Petrie from The Dick Van Dyke Show, 
only stuck in permanent “Oh, Ro-o-o- 
o-ob!” mode.) Costume designer 
Kerem Cetinel has dressed her in a 
wonderful array of drab, droopy out- 


are capable of,” Beaupré says. “You 
will succeed by either enjoyment or 
fulfillment.” © 


FINE ARTS OPEN HOUSE 

AND SILENT AUCTION 
University Extension Centre Fine Arts 
Studios (3rd floor, 8303-112 St.) « 
Sat, Dec 6 (1-4pm) 


..., 


(oe aw. Christmas Carol 


fits, too—| especially liked the sad little 
orange slippers she wears as she shuf- 
fles mopily across the kitchen floor. 

| also enjoyed Ryland Alexander's 
work as Junior, a doofus who keeps 
hanging around the house even afte 
he breaks up with Mary Ann’s nie 
sister Gail so that he can go on taking 
orders from Tom, and Alexander nicely 
suggests the poor guy’s helpless craving 
for approval. The production as a 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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whole, though, is only so-so. Better Liv- 
ing may be a comedy, but it’s a comedy 

ut a family that went through a seri- 
ously traumatic experience together at 
Tom’s hands and which still hasn’t 
recovered from that experience 12 years 
later. Here, you don’t feel as though the 
characters are carrying around any psy- 
chic wounds, and except for one scene 
where Tom threatens his daughter Eliza- 
beth, Schartner’s performance doesn’t 
convey the sense of menace, the poten- 
tial for sudden, unprovoked violence, 
that would make you worry he could 


vuppen them up again at any moment. 


Tom’s abuse seems to have left these 
women not with scars but colourful 
quirks. The play’s still funny, but when 
the play glides over those darker under- 
currents—when it stays in the sunlit 
kitchen instead of digging up the mud 
in the basement—the stakes don’t seem 
quite as high. 


Needful things 


Gimme! Gimme! ¢ Varscona The- 
atre * Dec 4-6, 11-13, 18-20 « pre- 
VUE Gimme! Gimme! is a series of 

abaret-style concerts devoted to 
songs about wishing, craving and 
pleading, but Jeff Haslam says he and 
his co-star Celina Stachow didn’t actu- 
ally have to do much begging in order 
to line up the special guest stars— 
including Sheri Somerville, Briana 
Buckmaster, Cathy Derkach and Ron 
Pederson—who'll be joining them on 
various nights during the run. “With 


Theatre Notes 


Someone like Sheri Somerville;” Haslam 
says, “you just mention the show to 
her and she says, ‘Of course I'l! be in it.’ 
But these are all people Celina and | 
see and.talk to all the time—we're act- 
ing together, doing fundraisers togeth- 


er or just hanging out and it doesn’t | 


take long before you've got yourself a 
whole lineup.” 
Stachow and Haslam both per- 


formed in the series of cabaret shows | 


Leave It to Jane Theatre staged earlier 
this season, which is where Haslam first 
performed one of Gimme! Gimme!’s 
show-stopping numbers, Harold Arlen 
and E.Y. Harburg’s “It’s Only a Paper 
Moon.” “It seems like a pretty light 
song,” he says, “but the stakes are 
higher than you'd think. It says that 
without you, nothing in the world real- 
ly matters—to the point where | feel 
like just ending it all.” In that way, the 
song reminds Haslam of Stewart 
Lemoine’s plays—the way simplicity 
and whimsy can unexpectedly give way 
to overwhelming, poignant emotions. 

The show’s other musical high- 
lights, Haslam says, include “Losing My 
Mind” and “Not a Day Goes By” (both 
by Stephen Sondheim), a medley of 
“Look for the Silver Lining” and 
“Tomorrow” and “Gimme! Gimme!” 
from Thoroughly Modern Millie, one of 
the Broadway shows Haslam and Sta- 
chow took in during a recent trip to 
New York. “That's partly where the idea 
of doing a show came from,” Haslam 
says. “Going to New York and seeing 
these bitter cabaret performers. We 
both said to each other, ‘What are they 
so pissed off about? They’re in New 
York! We could do what they‘re doing 
in Edmonton and have a ball!” © 


a perfect christmas 


| print a 


Event catered compliments of Zenari’s. 


Sip something hot, nibble something delicious and 
peruse a wonderful selection of art. 


SNAP offers. limited edition hand-pulled prints by professional artists 
from Alberta, Canada and around the world. Some work will be by 


promising local art students. Works are available framed or unframed, 
and will range in price upwards from $30. Proceeds support SNAP, 


Join us in the gallery at 10137-104 St. from 9 am to 1 pm on 


Saturday, December 6 


You'll find the perfect gift at RQ Wg 


society of northern alberta print-ortists 


fair 
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Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


MIDNIGHT AT THE OASIS Myer Horowitz 
Theatre, 2nd Fl, SUB, U of A Campus, 8900-114 St 
(451-8000/439-6960) * Middle-Eastern dance 
recital presented by Isis Dance Productions * Sat, 
Dec. 6 (8pm) * $15 (adv)/$20 (door) « Tickets 


| available at Isis Dance, TicketMaster 


MOTION E MOTION john L. Haar Theatre, 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 10045-156 St (497- 
4343) * Presented by Grant MacEwan College * 
Choreographed and featuring dance performances 
by Gerry Morita and Bobbie Todd, plus a choreo- 
graphed piece by Brian Webb performed by sec- 
ond-year students * Dec. 5-6 (8pm) * $10 
(adult)/$5 (student/senior) * Proceeds toward stu- 
dent scholarships 


THE NUTCRACKER jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 
Ave (428-6839/451-8000) * Featuring Alberta 
Ballet, Ballet British Columbia and local dance stu- 
dents. Choreography by Mikko Nissinen. Music by 
Pyotr |. Tchaikovsky * Dec. 11-14 © Dec. 11-13 
(7:30pm); Dec. 13-14 (2pm) © Tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


"TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS Vimy 
Ridge Academy large gym, 8205-90 Ave (413- 
9085, 440-2100) * Featuring dancers from the 
Edmonton Festival Ballet, Edmonton Contemporary 
Dancers and students from the Edmonton School 
of Ballet Fri, Dec. 12 (1:30pm; Sat, Dec. 13 (2pm 
and 7:30pm) * $5/children 3 and under free 


im” GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


ARTIST STUDIO SHOW 10347-80 Ave * CON- 
STRUCTING POSSIBILITIES: Artworks by William G 
Prettie *» Dec. 12-24 (noon-9pm) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


CAFE LA GARE 10308A-81 Ave (988-2400) « 
POISED AT THE EDGE OF NOTHING: Featuring visual 
art by Mateusz Odrobny * Until Dec. 5 


THE CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
11205-1017 St (479-1999) * Annual Aboriginal arts 
and crafts show and sale « Dec, 6-7 (10am-6pm) 


CENTRE D‘ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) * LIFE IN MOTION: Paintings by 
Claude Thériault, Jacques Martel and Clint Buehler; 
mixed media works by Laura Watmough; sewing 
by Fran¢iose Fiset, * Dec, 5-17 * Opening recep- 
tion: Dec. 5 (7-8:30pm), artists in attendance 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * ON 
BEING DIDACTIC (BUT NOT NECESSARILY PEDAN- 
TIC): Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom; until January * 
A VIEW TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! 
Bergstrom; until December 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
4445) * Artworks by Abe Morell; until Dec. 6 * 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: Including artworks by Joe Fafard 
and Dempsey Bob; Dec. 13 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain 
Rd (482-1402) « Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
10am-4pm * 2003 RETROSPECTIVE SHOW: 
Landscapes by Myrna Harris, Jeff Collins; ceramics 
by Darwin Dolinsky, John Elder, Christian Barr; 
Paintings by James Trevelyan; glassworks by James 
Lavoie; washi chigiri by Terry O’Connor; gold and 
silver jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, Janet Stein, 
John Blair, Peter McKay; wood boxes by John 
Morel, Henry Schlosser, Doug Haslam * Until 
Dec. 23 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 
9am-noon * Fine art open house and silent auc- 
tion; Dec. 6 * Artworks by graduating students; 
Dec. 6-Jan. 21 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) « Open 
Mon-Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pmn; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-5pm ¢ Eskimo soapstone carv- 
ings (inukshuk, bears) by J. Papigatok. West Coast 
Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by J. 
Sawyer ¢ Until Dec, 30 


FRINGE GALLERY 8smt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) « Open Mon-Sat 9:30arn-6pm © PORTRAITS: 
FROM CLASSIC TO CONTEMPORARY: Artworks by 
Pearl Schreiner, Dawn McLean, Christine 
Wallewein, Mary Wright, Sidsel Naess Bradley, Neil 
Fiertel, Richard Tosezak * Dec. 4-31 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce 
Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-5pm, any- 
time by appointment * Work by local artists Beth 
Coulas, Earl Cummins, Henry de Jager and Mary 


Sata 


Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY See What’s Happening 
Downtown 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 

* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * SOUTH 
OF SIXTY: Artworks by artists from the Yukon. 
Curated by the Yukon Arts Centre’s Scott Marsden 
* Until Dec. 20 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5807) * Open: Mon-Fri 9am-~ 
4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Group show 
* Dec. 10-Jan. 29 * Open house: Wed, Dec. 10 
and viewsing on Wed, Dec. 17 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) 

* Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat am-Spm 

* CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by over 60 artists; 
until Dec. 24 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) 

* Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm 
* CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by Gallery artists 
* Until Dec. 24 


LATITUDE 53 See What’s Happening Downtown 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East 
Entrance, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: 
Handcrafted beds and furniture created by Susan 
Owen Kagan and Ken Macklin. In support of the 
Artists on the Wards program ¢ Until Jan. 18 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) 


* Open 10am-4pm * SKY FORMS; SEA AND PRAIRIE; 


Artworks by Dave Moore; Dec, 4-Jan. 5 


MUSEE HERATAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anner Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) ¢ SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE 
DES TOILETTES * Dec. 4-Feb. 2 ¢ Open house: 
Thu, Dec. 4 (6:30-9pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
9702-111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: 
Artworks by adults with developmental disabilities 


PITS GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10- 
5pm; Thu 10am-8pm * PRESENCE IX: Show and 
fundraiser, sale of functional and decorative art- 
works ¢ Opening reception in conjunction with 
the Downtown Light-Up: Thu, Dec. 4 (6:30- 
9:30pm) * Until Dec, 24 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 1 2845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 
9am-9pm * TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Dec. 6-Feb. 
16, 2004 * FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY 
FIREARMS IN ALBERTA: Until jan. 11 © BIG THINGS 2: 
Featuring large-scale sculptures by the artists of the 
North Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 
30, 2004 * THE ROOKIE: Photographics of Wayne 
Gretzky; until Jan. 14 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABO- 
RIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 
500 generations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit * THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent exhibit * TREASURES OF THE 
EARTH: Geology collection. Permanent exhibit 

* WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit 

* ATO Z AT THE MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-11am); 
family-fun drop-in program 


REMEDY 8631-109 St * THINGS ON WALLS: 
Paintings by Christie Schultz, photographs by 
Vanessa Yaremchuck * Opening reception: Dec. 6 
(8pm), folk-punk-art-rock guitar and vocals by Raya 
Elyse (9pm) * Until Dec. 31 


ROWLES AND COMPANY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) 

* Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREA- 
SURES: ¢ New artworks by Lynn Malin, Phyllis 
Anderson, Jim Stokes, David Moore, Angelique 
Gillespie and others * Until December 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SNAP GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) * Work by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg 
Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo 
Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm 

* Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, 
Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * SPUN: Artworks made from 
handspun fibre by hand weavers, spinners and 
dyers of Alberta * Until Dec. 20 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave (434- 
7742/452-6209) « ART IN THE LOBBY: TRAVELS 
WITH WILF AND LARRY: Artworks by Wilf Walker and 
Larry Judge * Until Dec. 6 (7pm) * Non-patrons 
may come into the theatre to view the art prior to 
the performance 
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Jasper Ave (465 


1392) + Sul lle ye panings by Ni 5. 


and Grant Leir; until Dec. 10 * SHORTBREAD 
AND SHERRY: Christmas exhibition, group si 
Dec. 11-23 


WORKS GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


LITERARY 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE \.. 
What's Happening Downtown 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne sj 
Albert * Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnieit 
with spiritual detective, Barbara May and quest 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Bob Angeli; Dec. 4-« 
Brian Work; Dec. 11-13 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) © Fargo 
Laugh-a-Lot Comedy ¢ Every Sun 


SECOND CUP GATEWAY PLAZA 3414 Caicy, 
Blvd (485-3100) * Napoleon Rivetti (magiciar 
* Sun, Dec. 7 (2pm and 7pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE :-.| 
What's Happening Downtown 


THEATRE 


BETTER LIVING Timms Centre for the Arts, Ud 
Campus, 87 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) © Presentd 
by Studio Theatre * Sandra Nicholls directs 

Featuring Loretta playwright George F. Walker 
black comedy about a supposedly deceased paf 
arch who returns from the dead to resume conj 
over his famity-*-Until Dec. 6 (8pm), Dec. 4 
(12:30pm), no performances on Sun * $8-$ 20) 
* Tickets available at Timms Centre box office 


BYE BYE BIRDIE Arden Theatre, 5 St. Anne sy 
St. Albert (459-1542/451-8000) © Presented b 
Albert Children’s Theatre ¢ Until Dec. 6 (7:30p 
Dec. 7 (2pm) * $15 (adult)/$10 (youth/seniov) 
* Tickets available at the Arden Theatre box of 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 13 
83 Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisati 
sketches performed by Rapid Fire Theatre 
improvisers * Every Sat (11pm) except last S 
each month 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL See What's Happening 
Downtown 


DANCING WITH JAZZ See What's Happening 
Downtown 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave * 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh De 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate 
13th season of Edmonton's legendary live imp 
vised soap opera by spoofing the ‘50s melode 
of Douglas Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every 
Monday (8pm) 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND Jjubilations Dinner Theatre 
WEM (484-2424) * A 10th-anniversary revival 
this parody of the ‘60s TV series Gilligan's Island 
about a crew of hapless sailors and their mis 
matched passengers who are washed ashore 
deserted tropical island during a violent storm 
© Until Jan. 25 © Tickets available by phone 


GIMME! GIMME! Varscona Theatre, 10329-8 
Ave (433-3399 mailbox 3) « Jeff Haslam and 
Celina Stachow are joined by pianist Steven 
Greenfield and an ever-changing series of sped 
guest stars for an evening of classic songs 0n th 
subject of wishing, needing, craving and plead 
* Dec. 4-6, 11-13, 18-20, Thu-Sat (9pm) ° 4 
What-You-Can 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (439- 
2845/420-1757) * Wendi Pope directs Osc 
classic 1895 comedy about a pair of wealthy § 
layabouts who become entangled in their ow"! 
of aliases and fictitious friends during an even 
weekend spent wooing a pair ive 

* Until Dec. 6 ( $14 (adult)/$!0 
(student/senior) © Tickets available at TIX 0” 
Square, door 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HEL 
MUT SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner 'hé 
Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd ( 
9339) * Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bon®? 
must save the day yet again when his archnv# 
Helmut Schmelmut reappears on the scene, 
again bent on world destruction in this mus 
spoof of the Raiders of the Lost Ark series of #4 
ture films * Until Jan. 31 (Sat 6:15pm, Su" 
5:15pm) * $43.95 (Wed, Thu, Sun)/$49.95 ( 
Sat)/$20 (child 12 and under)/free (child une 


INTO THE RING Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave ( 
9000) « Presented by Fringe Theatre For Y° 
People © Fringe superstars Rick Miller (Mact? 
and Dawson Nicholls (Virtual Solitaire) team VF 
writers and performers for this multimedia ©*F 
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gERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 

98-661 1/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 10am-Spm, Thu 

Dar-8pm (closed all hols) * MAIN GALLERY: HOLIDAY 

HE DN OF CRAFT: Mixed media crafts; until Dec. 24 

DISC OVERY GALLERY: HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT, 
24 


itil De 
SHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol Building, 
106 St (423-2966) * Open Thu 5-8pm or by 

ment ® Artworks by Ryan Brown, Jeff Collins, Aaron 
| Tim Rechner, Paul Roberts; Gabriela Rosende; 
Swain, Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad and guests 


DMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
23) « Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
b30am-8pm,; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed Mon 
aie STORYBOARD: until Feb. 8 * THE OTHER LANDSCAPE; 

pul Feb. 15 * GODZILLA VS. SKATEBOARDERS; Dec. 13- 
22 + KIM ADAMS AND DAVID HOFFOS; Dec. 13-Feb. 
* CRAIG LEBLANC WORK FROM THE SOPHOMORE JNX; 
3-Feb, 22 « CHILDREN’S GALLERY: BECOME 
ated by Don Moar * SATURDAY SYMPOSIA: EAG 
tre; Skateboarding, Architecture and the City, Sat, Dec 
(i-4pm) * ALL IN ONE DAY SUNDAY; Artist 
jormance: (11am-Spm) Interactive skate-boarding game 
andee Moore created by Sandee Moore (Regina); 
os Tour: (1pm) Tour Godzilla vs Skateboarders with 
Anthony Kiendi Artists in Dialogue: (2pm) With Kim 
ms and David Hoffos; Talking with Artists: (3pm) With 
e Blane; Sun, Dec, 14 © $12/$10 (student/senior), 
jren 6-12)/free (member/children S and under) 


ORDANO GALLERY 10080 Jasper Ave (429-5066) 
Wed and Sat 12-4pm; anytime by appointment 

WORKS SHOW 2003: Artworks by gallery artists 
Dec. 25 


IITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * Open Tue-Fri 
m-6pm, Sat noon-Spm * PROJEX ROOM: BLU-97 

{8LETS: Mixed media installation by Elinor Whidden 
JAIN SPACE: * UNINVITED GUESTS: An ongoing collab- 
work by Jean Frangois Prost and Marie Suzanne 

+ Until Dec 5 


GALLERY Revillon Bldg, 10320-102 St (970-4982) 
THE ART SHOW: Presented by iHuman Youth Society 
Sat, Dec. 13 (2-8pm), Sun, Dec. 14 (noon-4pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 101 30-103 St (426-4035) 

* Open Mon-Fri 94m-Spm; Sat Noon-Spm * Blown glass 
sculptures by several B.C. and Alberta artists including Mark 
Gibeau, Arte Vargas, Susan Gottselig and Marcia de Vicque 
* Until January * ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION SPACES: 

* HOTEL McDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts 

* OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller * THE BELL TOWER: Acrylic paintings by 
Sheila Luck; watercolours by Glenda Beaver; blown glass by 
Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau and Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN 
HOTEL LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller 

* Until jan, 29 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 St, 
Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425-6885) * Open Tue. 
Thu 5:30-9pm or by appointment * Artworks by David 
Seghers, Robert von Eschen, Eric Butterworth, jeff Collins, 
Pamela How (Vilsec), Neil McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 
(12-Spm) * MAIN SPACE: FLOOR TO CEILING: Printmaking 
artworks by Mexican artist Aljandro Magallanes; until Dec 
20 + A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR: sale ot prints by 
various artists * Sat, Dec. 6 9(am-1pm) 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 Jasper Ave 
(426-2122) « Open: Mon-Fri 11:30am-5:30pm * FROST. 
Edmonton contemporary furniture featuring artists and 
designers from IDEA (The Industrial Designers of 
Edmonton Association) * Until Dec. 19 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS Prince of Wales Armouries, 
10440-108 Ave * Lecture by Carol Kodish-Butt, presented by 
the Edmonton Bereavement Centre and Edmonton 
Commmunity Services Municipal Cemeteries * Thu, Dec. 11 
(6:30-7:30pm) 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, 100, 10010-107A Ave 
(423-9683/423-9684) © information sessions * Tue, Dec. 9 
(6pm), Jan. 6, 13 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING GROUP 
Edmonton Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St (426- 
4620) * Speaker Maureen Labonte presents Keeping Ahead in 
the Knowledge Economy * Fri, Dec. 5 (6:45-8:30am) * $2 


SHOULD WELFARE BE A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT FOR 


By ROB BREZSNY 


L IARIES Peete a 


sh performance artist Mark McGowan 
offended by the widespread interna- 
al mockery of his country’s cuisine. In 
est, he decided to express his pride by 
ing himself into an English breakfast. 
ore near London let him live in the 
window for 12 days, during which 
he sat in a vat of baked beans with a 
n of sausages on his head and a 
P-iried potato wedge lodged in each 
ril. In the coming week, Aries, the 
gical omens suggest you should be 
ld and imaginative as McGowan in 
Port of your own pet cause. 


Py TAURUS sso um 


‘re a typical human being, you will 
love about 2,500 times in your life- 
But maybe only 25 of those encoun- 
ill offer this week's blend of physical 
fe and spiritual breakthrough. I’m not 

‘ating, Taurus. The cosmos is inviting 
© be the recipient of a mind-expanding 
“xperience or two. To take maximum 
‘age, be as innocent and open as you 
find the place in you where lust and 
Psion overlap. (P.S.: You don’t neces- 
feed a partner to enjoy these gifts. If 
“single, shed any shame you have 


Solo sex and explore its mysteries.) 


Every poll I’ve seen asserts that far more 
women than men make use of astrology. It 
was only a matter of time before macho 
dudes discovered this fact and sought to 
exploit it. One such guy is Gemini Pat Bur- 
rell, a baseball player for the Philadelphia 
Phillies. In an interview in a men’s magazine, 
he marveled at how much success he’d had 
on first dates by talking about horoscopes. 
In the coming weeks, his experience will 
apply to you—only more so. No matter 
what gender or sexual preference you are, 
discussing astrology will be a surefire way to 
advance romance. For that matter, initiating 
conversations about any subject that gives a 
mythic flavour to intimate matters will stim- 
ulate the flow of sexy vibes. You might want 
to check out Skymates: Love, Sex and Evolu- 
tionary Astrology by Jodie and Steven Forrest. 


I'm worried you'll suffer an attack of shy- 
ness or modesty this week. Instead of push- 
ing to get exactly what you want, you 
might dream up lame excuses to explain to 
yourself why it’s okay if you don’t. Or you 
may be satisfied too easily and retreat to 
your hiding place before fate has a chance 
to bestow the fullness of its unexpected 
blessings on you. Please fight off this trend, 
Cancerian. Give your inner wimp a dozen 
foses and send your inner warrior out to 
collect your just desserts. 


YA LED nes ta 


Pop quiz! (1) You are so attractive these days 
that you risk rousing the envy of people 
whose support you need. True or false? (2) 
You now have the ability to change the 
weather merely by wiggling your eyebrows 
or wrinkling your nose. True or false? (3) 


THOSE IN NEED OR SHOULD IT BE A CONDITIONAL 
SUPPORT BETWEEN JOBS? Sacred Heart School, 9624-108 
Ave (423-2031) www.edmspe.com * Debate featuring 
columnists Lome Gunter and Rick Salutin, presented by the 
Edmonton Social Planning Council « Tue, Dec. 9 (7:30pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, * lower level (496-7070) |.R.R. Tolkien's The 
Lord of the Rings; reading by the fiev. Trashy Drifter; every 
Sun until Dec. 28 (2pm); free * Centennial Room (474 
1636) The Edmonton Stroll of Poets Society 13th Annual 
Anthology Launch; Dec. 7 (2pm); free 


| QUEER LISTINGS | 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows, Members only 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF EDMON. 
TON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 9916-106 St (488-3234) * Open 
Mon-Fri, 1:30-5:30pm, 7-10pm * Support groups, library, 
youth group and discussion nights * Women’s Coming 

Out Group: For adult women of all ages who are question: 
ing their sexual orientation; free; pre-register; until Dec. 8 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 
St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the spread of HIV by 
improving self-esteem 

HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550. 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses, Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 
ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * www.icarealber 
ta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and 
Education (formerly interfaith Association on AIDS) pro- 
vides spiritual support and connections for those affected 
by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St 
* Meetings every second Thursday each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) 
* Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm 


Since you are so exceptionally fertile—with 
an equal power to supercharge the growth 
of beautiful blooms and nasty weeds—you 
will have to be very discriminating about 
where you point your mojo. True or false? 
(4) You are unusually susceptible to being 
manipulated through flattery. True or false? 


The Chilean Congress has recently consid- 
ered a bill that would mandate afternoon 
siestas for all workers. As a nap activist who 
has lobbied long and hard for everyone to 
get more dream time, | cheered this revolu- 
tionary proposal. Now I’m asking you, Virgo, 
to join me in the struggle to gain even more 
sleepers’ rights. What specific action can you 
take? For starters, spend more time asleep 
and dreaming in the coming week than you 
ever have—and don’t let any workaholic, 
sleep-deprived crankyhead shame you for it. 
Your productivity will rise—| guarantee it. 
(P.S.: The astrological moment is also ripe for 
you to rise up against the tyranny of Type A 
overachievers who think everyone should be 
as addicted to stress as they are.) 


ERAILIBRA surat 


Octopi have eyes that can focus on two dif- 
ferent scenes simultaneously. In some 
species one eye is specialized to see things in 
the murky depths while the other eye con- 
centrates on sights in sunlit waters. | suggest 
you make this creature your power animal in 
the coming week. To keep apprised of the 
complex plots that will be unfolding around 
you in every direction, you will need the 
equivalent of the octopus’s vision. 


SCORPIO an 


For a mere $99.95, | could remove the 
curse you're suffering from. But I'd feel bad 


* Support/education for parents, families and friends of 
lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Spm-dam * TUE: Hot Butt Contest 
(8pm-midnight) with Dj Janny * WED: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows 
Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link 
game second and last Thursday with Dj jazzy * FRI 
Upstairs—Euro Blitz; New European music with Dj 
Outtawak, Dj jazzy and male stripper Downstairs—female 
stripper * SAT: Every Sat like new years: Upstalirs—Monthly 
theme parties with Dj Jazzy, new music with Dj Dan and 
Mike Downstairs-Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long weekend with Dj Jazzy 

* Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 
(member)/56 (non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990-1818) 
* Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of 
the month ¢ Information and mutual support for transgen 
dered people in an open, friendly and s: 
Open to transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


WOMEN’S COMING OUT GROUP GLCCE, 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * A safe place for adult women who are 
questioning their sexual orientation or just newly lesbian of 
bisexual. Trained facilitators and speakers * Every Mon 
until Dec, 8 (7:30pm) * Free * Pre-register by phone or 
em: gicceadm@telus.net 


fe environment. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 
St (488-3234) * www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) * A facilitated social/support group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and questioning 
youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENT 


CELEBRATE THE SEASON Alberta Legislature 
www.assembly.ab.ca (427-7362) * Christmas Light-Up 
featuring the University of Alberta Mixed Chorus; 

Dec. 4 (4pm) 


FLAVOURS OF ITALY Coast Edmonton Plaza, 101 55-105 


about taking your money when you could 
get rid of the damn thing yourself. In fact, 
why don’t you do just that and send your- 
self a check for $99.95? Here's all you have 
to do. Step one: visualize an object that 
symbolizes the accursed influence. Picture 
yourself throwing it into a furnace. Step 
two: visualize the person you feel is most 
responsible for the curse. Imagine that one 
end of a rope is tied around your waist and 
the other end around the person. Picture 
yourself cutting through the rope with a 
chainsaw as you call out, “You have no frig- 
gin’ power over me!” Step three: repeat 
steps one and two twice a day for 11 days. 
Step four: on the 11th day, laugh so long 
and hard that you fall on the floor and cry 
tears of joyful release. 


i) [SAGITTARIUS so 22-002 


Master astrologer Steven Forrest believes 
you Sagittarians often thrive on learning 
things the hard way. | agree. Here are my 
three explanations of why this is so. (1) 
One of your main tasks in life is to cultivate 
wisdom, and you'll never accomplish that if 
everything comes too easily for you. (2) To 
maintain your mental hygiene, you need to 
push regularly into the unknown, where 
the rules for success are as yet unwritten. 
(3) You are sometimes susceptible to being 
dogmatic, which can interfere with your 
ability to discern simple, obvious, up-to- 
the-minute truths. To shock you out of your 
tunnel vision, your higher self needs to trick 
you into making interesting mistakes. 


ER SICAPRICORN css 


“Slashing through undergrowth and 
counting poop is an expensive, time-con- 
suming, dirty, hot and nasty business,” 
said Dr. Richard Ruggiero of the African 
Elephant Conservation Fund as quoted by 
Andrew Revkin in the New York Times. He 


St (428-5478) * Christmas celebration and members 
recognition event * Thu, Dec. 4 (5:30pm recep: 
tion/7:30pm dinner) ¢ $75 (member)/$85 (non-member) 


INDOOR SANTA CLAUS PARADE City Centre Pedways, 
www.edmontondowntown.com (424-4085) * Presented 
by The Downtown Business Association Edmonton 

* Dec 7 (10:30am-12:30pm) 


SNOWFLAKE FAMILY GALA Shaw Conference Centre, 
433-5437 © Dec. 8 (6pm) 


SUCCESS STORIES OF IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE 


WOMEN Stanley A. Milner Library Edmonton Room, 
Lower level * Screening of the video produced by 
Changing Together-A Centre for Immigrant Women 
* Fri, Dec. 12 (10am) * Free 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL The Citadel, Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Tom Wood (who also wrote 
the script) recreates his celebrated performance as 

Eben 


Scrooge for the fourth straight year in director 


Bob Baker's lavish stage version of the timeless Charles 
Dickens story about a Christmas-hating miser w 
renounces his misanthropic ways after a series of ghostly 
visitors appear to him on Christmas Eve * Until Dec. 24 


* Tickets available at Citadel Theatre box office 


DANCING WITH JAZZ Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
Ave (420-1757) © Presented by Image Theatre 

* Actor/singer Althea Cunningham's one-woman musical 
cabaret, in which she tells the story of 2 young girl's infatu: 
ation with music, and how her dream of becoming a singer 
propelied her into adulthood * Dec. 5-6 and 12-13 (8pm) 
* $15 © Tickets available at the door, TIX on the Square 


JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH Stanley A. Milner Library 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (462-2548) 

* Presented by Alectra Theatre * A musical adaptation of 
Roald Dahl's classic children’s book about a young orphan 
who escapes from his miserable existence with his two 
nasty aunts with the aid of a bag of magical crocodile 
tongues, a giant peach and a pair of enormous talking 
bugs * Dec. 11-13, Thu (1pm), Fri (10am, Ipm, 7pm), 
Sat (2pm) * $7/$20 (family of four)/$5 (matinee); special 
group rates available + Tickets available at door, by phone 
or é-m alectra@canada.com 


was talking about studying forest ele- 
phants that are threatened with extinc- 
tion. But | immediately thought of you 
when | read that, Capricorn. It’s a good 
metaphor for what’s happening in your 
life. An important and beautiful aspect of 
your animal nature is in peril, and the 
only way to save it may be for you to dcty 
work that fits Ruggiero’s description. 


Psychotherapy obsesses on what’s wrong 
with people and gives short shrift to 
what's right. The manual of the profes- 
sion is a 943-page text called the DSM-IV 
that identifies scores of pathological 
states but no healthy ones. | often com- 
plain about this tragic fact and ask my 
readers to help me compile material for a 
proposed Anti-DSM-IV, a compendium of 
all the positive, noble, feel-good cate- 
gories. One reader, Alka Bhargava, has 
suggested a condition that you Aquarians 
will be able to achieve regularly thit% 
week. He calls it “Joyful Poignancy,” and 
describes it thusly: “The ability to be 
buoyantly joyful while remaining aware of 
the sadness, injustices, ancient wounds 
and future fears that form the challenges 
in an examined life.” 


E> |PISCES sae. me 


You might enjoy Pearl Cleage’s novel Some 
Things | Never Thought I’d Do. \t’s got soulful 
characters, a strong social conscience and a 
dramatic mix of suffering and redemption. 
But you don’t have to read the book tay, 
carry out the advice in this week’s horo- 
scope. All you have to do is write your own 
personal version of “Some Things | Never 
Thought I'd Do”—a two-page stream-of- 
consciousness essay is fine—and then go 
out and start actually doing the things 
you've described therein. © 
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ration of the worldwide fascination with J.R.R. 

Tolkien’s epic fantasy trilogy The Lord of the Rings 

Until Dec. 7 © Dec. 5 (7:30pm), Dec. 6-7 (2pm 
ragbnd 7:30pm) « Tickets available by phone 


JACK AND THE BEANSTALK Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (420-1757) * Presented by Alberta 
Opera * Farren Timoteo, Amber Bissonnette and 
Andrew MacDonald Smith star in Garner Butler and 
Jeff Unger’s fanciful musical adaptation of the fairy- 
tale about a boy, a cow, a giant and a handful of 
magic beans * Until Dec 14, Thu-Sun (7pm), Sat- 
Sun (2pm) * $8 (child 12 and under)/$10 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$15 (adult) * Tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 
Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


THE AIDS QUILT AS A SITE OF PILGRIMAGE 
AND ACTIVISM Rm L-3, Humanities Centre, U of 
A Campus, Saskatchewan Drive, 111 St A talk by 
Dr. Diana Davidson, part of the series The Sacred in 
Contemporary Cultures « Thu, Dec. 4 (3:30pm) 


COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS See What's 
Happening Downtown 


THE EDMONTON ASSOCIATION FOR BRIGHT 
CHILDREN « Physics Building, U of A Campus 
Myww.edmontonabc_org (469-3318) Discovery 
Group Series: Grades 5-9, Entering the Small and 
Wonderful World of Nanotechnology; Sat, Dec. 6 
(10am-noon); free for members, EABC 
Memberships will be available; pre-register « 
Provincial Museum of Alberta, 12845-102 Ave 
(469-4615) SuperSaturday Series: Grades 1-6; Sat, 
Dec. 13 (9:30am-11:30am); $3.50 for each child; 
pre-register 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE See 
What's Happening Downtown 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtown 


PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION Parking lot of 
RCMP ’K’ Division, 11140-109 St (942-4506) 

* Demonstraton to support Hassan Almrie, spon- 
sored by Edmonton Coalition Against War and 
Racism * Sun, Dec. 7 (1-2pm) 


SHOULD WELFARE BE A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT 
FOR THOSE IN NEED OR SHOULD IT BE A 
CONDITIONAL SUPPORT BETWEEN JOBS? See 
What's Happening Downtown 


* T.A.L.E.S. EDMONTON (433-2932) « Storytelling 
Invitation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) « The oral tradition 
of storytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCI- 
ETY, GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479- 
0014) * Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and medi- 
tation with Kushok Dhamnchoe of Namgyal 
Monastery in India ¢ Every Tues (7-9pm): begin- 
ners * Every Wed (7-9pm) and Sun (11am-1pm): 
advanced 


TRANSFORMING DIFFICULTIES Garneau United 
Place, 11148 84 Ave (412-1006) * Meditations 
with Buddhist monk Gen Kelsang Phuntsog * Thu, 


If you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


siness opportunities 


Gourmet Ingredients, gift assortments and 
heritage medicinals. Free delivery and 
catalogues. Ask me how to eam free products 
at your home party 
Cheryl at 455-5122 
or e-mail clbudzinski@shaw.ca 


BECOME A SUCCESSFUL 
WELLNESS CONSULTANT 


Work your own hours at home. 
Call 473-5105 tor complete details 


WORK AT HOME / LIVE YOUR DREAMS 
$500-$3000+ per month parttime; $3000- 
$10,000+ fulltime. Control your hours and 
income. Full training and support provided. 
Call (780) 454-2190 for free booklet 


JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


OH SUSANNA! The Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, wwww.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna 

* Edmonton's live Euro-style variety show, featuring 
games, musical numbers and celebrity interviews, all 
presided over by international glamour-gal Susanna 
Patchouli and her co-host, Eros, God of Love 


RADIOFOLIES La Cité Francophone, 8621-91 St 
(469-8400) « Presented by L’'UniThéatre * The 
golden days of radio are revisited in this nostalgic 
French-language musical production, a recreation 
of the live radio broadcasts that maintained home- 
front morale during World War li * Dec. 4-7 (8pm), 
Sun (2pm) ¢ $17 (adult)/$12 (student) ¢ Tickets 
available at L’'UniThéatre, La Librairie Le Carrefour 


RED NOSES Theatre Lab, MacEwan Centre for the 
Arts, 10045-156 St (497-4470) * Presented by 


Grant MacEwan College * Peter Barnes's play, set 
in 14th-century France at the height of the Black 
Plague, about a monk who is charged by God with 
the task of bringing merriment to the people, even 
in the face of terrible disease and devastation 

* Until. Dec. 6 (8pm) + $10 (adult)/$7 (sutdent/ 
senior) * Tickets avialable by phone 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051)* A high-energy musical revue celebrating the 
music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Liberace, Neil 
Diamond, Wayne Newton and other performers 
associated with Las Vegas * Until Feb. 22 + Tickets 
available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box office 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The 
Third Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) ¢ Live, 
competitive improvisational comedy with “an ele- 
ment of danger” * Dec. 5, 12, 19 © $5 ¢ Tickets 
available at the door 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre 
* Teams of improvisers create sketches on the 
spot based on audience suggestions, and have the 
results evaluated by a team of heartless judges 

* Every Fri (11pm) ¢ Tickets available by phone 


A WONDERFUL LIFE Kaasa Theatre, lower level 
Jubilee Auditorium (420-1757) * Presented by 
ELOPE * Randy Mueller directs Gary Carter, Kevin 
Mott and Monica Lipscombe in Sheldon Harnick 
and Joe Raposo’s musical version of Frank Capra’s 
1946 film It’s a Wonderful Life, about the frustrated 
owner of a small-town savings and loan who redis- 
covers the joy of living when an angel grants his 
wish that he had never been born * Dec. 4-6; 
Dec. 11-13 (7:30pm); Dec. 7 (2pm) * $20 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior) * Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


SATISFIED 


Dec. 4, 11 (7-9pm) 


WAKE-UP YOUR BRAIN, WAKE UP YOUR 
MIND Chateau Louis Hotel Conference Centre, 
11727 Kingsway Ave (421-4284) « Presented by 
Agnes Kraweck and Colin Maxwell « Wed, Dec. 10 
(7pm) * $10 (door)/$5 (adv) * Pre-register 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AXIOS (454-8449) « A support group, local chap- 
ter of the international organization of Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and 
Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES See What's Happening 
Downtown 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 
6636) * Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go- 
go boys * Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow 
Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red * No membership 
needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support com- 
munity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) 
* Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) * An organization for gay men 
and lesbians in business and their non-gay friends 
to share business knowledge, learn, make friends 
and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) See What's Happening 
Downtown 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) See 
What's Happening Downtown 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


§CARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's Happening 
Downtown 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus, 
www.ualberta.ca/—cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm 

* Monthly meetings for campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academ- 
ic, straight allies and support staff of the U of A to 
network and socialize in a supportive environment 
(fall and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells 


usiness opportunities 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
rom home. eneurs wanted. Call 


Work 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
Two brand new FreshOmatic vending machines. 
‘ombo. Motivated to sell 
‘each, Call 457-0692. 


ENTREPRENEURS Wanted for a Home Based 
Business. Contact Lianne 417-4718 or Toll free 
at 1-877-421-5877 


Work unique business from home 
Visit www.gotakealook.com/ca/brandy 
Ph 432-5145. 


COMPUTER PROBLEMS? FREE ESTIMATES 


New high periormance machines, upgrades, 
repairs, friendly training and support and much 
more. Reasonable rates. Seniors discounts 


Serving home and business users. 709-4987 
Edmonton) www.computerwerks, biz 


(kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwon- 
ham@ualberta.ca) for info « The Alberta Teachers’ 
Association's Edmonton Office (Barnett House); 
Conference: Sex-and-Gender Differences, 
Education, and Culture Conference III presented 
by AGAPE; Dec. 5-6 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474- 
0753) ¢ Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. 
Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen- 
dered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, peer coun- 
selling * Daily drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.icna.org (426- 
0905) « A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual support 
and a safe space for our own spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm ¢ Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after prac- 
tices ¢ Practices every Mon and Thu 
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 
POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service 
and the gay and lesbian community 

PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every sec- 
ond Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group 
for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 
THE ROOST See What's Happening Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See What's Happening 
Downtown 

TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtown 
WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 « Gay nightclub. Every 
Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: 
game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every «weekend: 
open stage, dance with Dj Arrow Chaser * No 
membership needed 

WOMEN’S COMING OUT GROUP See What's 
Happening Downtown 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


CELEBRATE THE SEASON See What's Happening 
Downtown 


FLAVOURS OF ITALY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


HANDKNIT ALPACA SWEATER SALE AND 
OPEN HOUSE Windsor Park Community Hall, 
11840-87 Ave (436-5732/433-3206) * Presented 
by Minkha Women’s Knitting Cooperative of 
Bolivia * Sat, Dec. 6 (10am-4pm) * Proceeds go 
to the Minkha Women’s Co-op 


INDOOR SANTA CLAUS PARADE See What's 
Happening Downtown 


LUMINARIA 2003 Devonian Botanic Garden, 
Devon, 5 km north of Devon on Highway 60 (987- 
0362) * The Kurimoto Japanese Garden lit by can- 
dlelight, horse-drawn carriage rides, storytellers, 
displays, and music by the University of Alberta 
Mixed Chorus * Sun, Dec. 7 (5-9pm) * $8 
(adult)/$5 (children 5-12)/children 4 years and 
under free 


SNOWFLAKE FAMILY GALA See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SUCCESS STORIES OF IMMIGRANT AND 
REFUGEE WOMEN See What's Happening 
Downtown 


TRADE SHOW AND TRAVEL-OUTDOOR GEAR 
SALE TransAlta Arts Barns Lobby, 10330-84 Ave 

* Presented by Hostelling International * Sat, Dec. 
13 (10am-4pm) 


TRI COMMUNITY FESTIVAL OF TREES Transalta 
Tri Leisure Centre, Spruce Grove (963-8778) 

* Presented by the Tri Community Foundation for 
Health and Wellness and the Multicultural Heritage 
Centre * Dec. 4-7 ¢ Gala opening: Dec. 4, $50; 
Dec. 5-7, $2 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 
16625 Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) « Every Thu 
(9pm): Musica Thursdays: Music Trivia with 
Escapade Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): 
with Escapade Entertainment 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) « Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) 

* Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) 
* Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN'S 9710-105 St (424-1614) 

* Every Fri (10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every 


Fri/Sat (9:30pm) with Dee Dee 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) 
* Every Wed/Sun 

FRANCO’S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) » 5 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Fy. 
Tue/Wed with D} Gord 
HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwo 
(462-0468) * Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (45].)3 
* Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) 
* Every Sat (9pm) 

KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) © Eve 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 
L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) « 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 

LEGENDS 6104-172 St (481-2786) * Every Wed 
(9pm) 

MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5) 52 
* Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL’S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « 
Mon: with Jammin’ Jamie 

ORLANDO'S f 15163-1217 St (457-1195) » 
Sun (9pm)/Wed (10pm) 

ORLANDO'S If 13509-127 St (451-7799) « 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert 
(454-0667) © Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Ty 
Entertainment A 
ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) 
* Daily (9pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-515; 
* Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 
ROSIE’S BAR AND GRILL 10315-124 St (48 
1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-96) 
* Every Sun (9pm): with Scott 

SILVER BULLET 4704-97 St (437-6203) « 
Wed (8pm) 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) 
* Every Wed/Fri (9pm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every fi 
(9pm) 

WOODY’S 11725 jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6 
* Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Te 
every Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 
YESTERDAY'S 112, 205 Carnegie Dr (459-l) 
* Every Tue (9pm) 


) 
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LIVE YOUR DREAM, 
Start today, apply for the March 04 Dramatic 
Arts Program 


The Vancouver pes of Dramatic Arts 
ww. i 


adast: 
1-866-231-8232 


POOL TABLES 


Solid Oak Tables, 1” italian Slate, Leather Pockets 
Installed (within city) 
LEISURE TIME PRODUCTS 987-4686 


SUCCESSFUL COURIER CO. for sale 
in Edmonton, due to illness. Call (780) 475-8552. 


NEW “A” STYLE HARDSHELL MANDOLIN CASE 
$75.00 Firm. Ph Carol 426-1996. 


help wanted 


The Artra Art School is seeking Art 
teachers/artists to teach realistic art to both 
adults and children, Please contact Susanne @ 
443-2462 for more information 


Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels. Up to $14/hr. 
Call Hilltop Security Academy 452-1010 


help wanted 


UNIV/COLLEGE STUDENTS 
$14.85 BASE APPT 
Christmas $$, resume exp, Flex, Sched. 


497-7701 www.workforstudents.com/ab/jo 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941, 


aired diate Mr-laleM@arliiilale, 


No Job is too or 
Save $. Only $59/hr. Hire us for all your local and 
long distance moving needs. 905-5129. 24 hrs. 


3 
3 
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rental space 


Nice rental space for workshop on Whyte Ave. 
$25/hour. 432-0375 


Classifieds 


To are your ad in Vue Week 
rmation 


one 426-1996 for more in 
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psychics 


“PSYCHIC SABRINA” 
930-1738 (LOCAL) 
im, Tarot, Crystal Ball, Readings help in all 
probems of life. 30 yrs. experience. 
ns Open 9am-9pm 
onse of Serenity, 10342-81 Ave (780)439-3131 
Psychic Readings Mon-Sun 
bki Treatments, Mon, Wed, Sat, walk-in or by appt 


real estate 


READY TO BUY A HOME? 
Properties available under $120,000 
Call Linda Labrecque 483-4848 
Sutton Group - Challenge Realty 


research 


re you a male surviver of childhood sexual 
use over 18? Have you had at least one past 
sion of individual sore inet If you have 
» been in counselling for the last 6 months 
contact Sherry at 454-9380 or at 
sr6@ualberta.ca 


tailors 


EGR STUDIOS r 
Design and sew interior decorations, 
plus dressmaking and alterations. 909-0415. 


travel 


Spanish Immersion in Mexico 
ks nr Pto Vallarta, Accom, Meals fr $450/vk 
)0-884-5669. www.talkadventures.com 


vehicles wanted 


Instant Cash 


for trucks, cars, and RVs. 1990-2003. 
Call now for a free estimate 443-0966. 


window coverings 


music instruments 


Place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly. 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 
for more information 


Strings & Winds 
eat Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 
Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 
988 - 2352 www. bella-music.com 


213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


@ Specialize in: 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
: and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 


with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981 


artist to artist 


FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than-20 words will be subject fo regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four 
weeks depending on available space. For more 
info please phone Glenys at 426-1996/ax 426- 
2889/e-m office@®vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


artist to artist 


Learn to voice cartoons, commercials, writii 
Sebo: and more. Various workshops available 
www.sharkbytes-studios.convworkshops.him for 
dates and courses available call Debbie 718-4394 


ACTORS NEEDED: Local independent action- 
thriller. feature film seeking actors for supporting 
toles. Roles vary, crowd/action scenes, various 
days. Contact Ken @ 428-5657 for more info. 


Sebo Red Strap Art Market, 10305-97 St, 
497-2211. Every Sunday (1-Spm). 


Film actors wanted: Currently looking for actors for 
to Feature films, Television, 
Industrials and Commercials: * Native Indian or 


8-75 yrs @ Caucasion males 14-65 yrs. Forward 
hoto, acting resume to: Darryl Mark Talent MGMT, 
Box 52120, Edmonton, AB T6G 2T5 


SCREENWRITERS CIRCLE: Established and bud- 
ding screenwriters discuss craft and share works 
in progress the first Tuesday of each month @ the 
Film And Video Arts Society, 429-1671, FAVA.ca 


Models needed for lifedrawing at Red Strap Art 
Market. Ph 497-2211 for info. 


The Canadian Authors Association’s First Annual 
Short Story Contest. For info e-m: ceauthor@ceau 
thors.com or visitwww.ceauthors.com 


_, Call For Submissions: The Edmonton Public 
Library artists to submit pe posals. Deadline: Dec. 
8, 2003. Info Ph: 496-7080, em: facility@epl.ca 


Bored with your job? Need a creative outlet? 
Could you play a gangster? A gunslinger? Do 
you like people? Edmonton’s longest running 
ial events company is once again adding to 
its talent roster. Now booking auditions—please 
call 455-0675, Mon-Fri, ei for information 


Musicale is seeking female vocal performers ages 
12 to 24 {all styles) to learn and perform togeth- 
er, 440-9542 tim@musicale.ca 


Would you like the world to know about an 
Alberta woman you admire? We're looking for 
your original wai for the Standing Together 
pee dine for submissions: March 30, 

004 Please send your submissions to: Alberta 

Council of Women's Shelters, ATTN: IK 

SUBMISSIONS, tN Ave, Edmonton, AB, 


CALL TO ENTER for The Works Art & Design 
1 2004 is now available. Call Chloe at 
426-2122 ext 226 Or visit our website: 
www.theworks.ab.ca Click on what's new. 


Looking for artists/bands to share large stuclio 
space with located in 
Central Edmonton ph Brent at 918-2064 


Join the international Marketplace, Looking for 
ethnic foods, crafts, products. Come to our tree 
info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Dec. 9 or 
Jan. 6, 13 at Mennonite Centre, 10010-107A 
Ave. Ph Allie at 423-9683 or 
e-m alam@emcn.ab.ca 


MUSIC & FILM FESTIVAL AND INDUSTRY 
CONFERENCE Toronto, Ontario - June 10-12 
2004 CALL FOR ARTIST SUBMISSIONS! 
Download the application form on-line at the 
North by Northeast home Aww.Axne com 
Or Contact: NXNE Head 189 Churct 
St, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M5B 1Y7 Phone (416) 863-NXNE (6963) fax 

16) 863-0828, « 


Looking for artists/bands to share large studio 
space with located in 
Central Edmonton ph Brent at 918-2064 


Male vocalist wanted for local rock band Age 
18-26 with wide vocal range. Call Dave 962 
6097 or Eric 8866-3162 


Looking for bongo drummer for Roxette and 
Sass Jordan covers, Ph Nancy 475-6697 


EM-City Records Artist Development 
Department seeking songwriters. Serious 
enquiries only 416-4635/416-4993 


Helping Musicians Thrive! 
www. TalentintheRaw.com 


COMPOSER NEEDED: Independent feature film 
needs local composer/musician for film score 
Must have own é¢ uipment, demo reel. Please 

contact Kenneth @ 428-5657 12-10pm 


Serious artist searches: pianist, percussion, 
bassist. For intence rock Broup. Must be willing 
to play original music. Ph Matt 975-5082 


Musician wanted for working hard rock band 
Vocals an asset, Needed immediately. Call Trent 
913-4508 or 488-2697 


Wanted: Photographers, journalists, songwrit- 
ers, music lovers, igners. We are adding per 
sonelle to. our SOS network. 
www.505sos.com>S05sos.com Ph 429-2046, 


2nd Independent Music Expo 2004 an industry 
event attracting Alberta/Western Canada inde- 
pendent industry reps is held in Edmonton next 
summer has table space available for local 
recording artists, bands, recording studios, record 
labels, agents, artist managers, bars and club pro 
moters to ney or sell their products and serv 

ices to the public. Ph Don Joyce 489-7462 to reg- 
ister and for showcase opportunities 


All MUSICIANS cali SOS 429-2046. Building 
Artist network for Exposure with Websites, MP3s 
& event reporting. 505SOS.COM. Low cost 
website solutions. 


Female singer seeking rock band, or to form 
band, can harmonize, influences from ‘80s metal 
to broadway 481-4866 taojkd! @yahoo.com 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


MUSIC & FILM FESTIVAL AND INDUSTRY 
CONFERENCE Toronto, Ontario - June 10-12 
2004 CALL FOR ARTIST SUBMISSIONS! 
Download the application form on-line at the 
North by Northeast he page www.nxne.com 
Or Contact: NXNE Headquarters - 189 Church 
St, Lower Level, Toranto, Ontario, Canada 
MS5B 1Y7 Phone (416) 663-NXNE (6963) fax 
(416) 863-0828, email: info@nxne.com 


Free Online Music Classifieds! € 
www. TalentintheRaw.com 


Volunteer with immigrant pre-schoolers 
Volunteers will work with Early Childhood 
Educator to Assist with activities that encourage 
early literacy development and schoo! readiness 
for children (newborn-six}. Ph Suzanne 423-967 


Become a mentor in a program for immigrant 
youth, Volunteer mentors will work with small 
groups or one-on-one with immigrant and 
refugee youth in Gr 1-6. PH Suzanne 423-9677 


Join a team of homework club volunteer tutors 
for immigrant youth! Help at Queen Elizabett 
High, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
or Dickinsfield Mall late afternoons or evenings 
Ph Suzanne, 423-9677 


Donate to the Christmas Bureau at any 
Edmonton Fire Hall, Capital City Savings 
Branches, Alberta Treasury Branches, Southgate 
Centre, The Westin Hotel, Edmonton City 
Centre, Bonnie Doon hopping ( entre, 
Kingsway Garden Mall or call 431-XMA 


St. Albert’s Profiles Gallery 
Volunteer Opportunity 
Downtown LightUp hosts, Dec. 4, 6-9pm 
Art Ventures Facilitator 


Calling all future pastry chefs 
Come support the Christmas Bureau at the 
Southgate Centre Cookie Decorating station 
Every weekend until Sun, Dec. 14, noon-4pm 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton need 

volunteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis 

Line. Hours are self-determined and you can 

work from your own home. Training: Jan. 26- 

Feb. 26, 2004. For info and training dates con 
tact 423-4102 


Make a difference in the lives of women in 
prison. Become a mentor with Community 
Justice Ministries, a prisoner support program of 
Mennonite Central Committee. ttt uzZaNNe at 
423-9677 


Stage crew needed: Dedicated and committed 
stage crew volunteers are needed for a unique 
play celebrating Edmonton's 100th anniversary 
No experience necessary. Ph Curtis 437-2913 


Adult Day Support program needs Friendly 
Visiting Volunteers for frail seniors commitment 
ot 4 hours per week, call Gwen @ 434-4747 


Volunteer position: Movements is currently 
accepting applications for the position of 
Volunteer Biarcaner. The Successful applicant 
should possess excellent interpersonal commu 
nicaton and leadership skills. Experience pre- 
ferred. Phone: 415 52 1 


hrysal non-profit organization dedicated to 
providing services to citizens who have disabli 
ties, are looking for volunteers. Please contact 
454-9656 for more information. 


Can you spare one morming or afternoon a 
week? The Learning Centre Literacy Association 
is looking for people to help adults develop 


their literacy skills. Volunteer at the Centre and 
help others make positive changes for them 
selves and their comniunities. Contact.Phyllis at 
429-0675 & 
Change for Children needs volunteers 
to take short and longer term projects around 
our office. Please call 448-1505 for info 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! It you have been 
gfora, ‘leer Opportunit ‘ 
Call PA.L.S. at 


lookir y be 


Can you spare one moming or 
week? The Learning Centre Literac 
s look people to help a 
their lit y skills Volunt 
help others make posit 
selves and their cor 

Contact Phyllis at 


Centre and 
es for them 


75 Ba 


h Program at U of A 
rom SOCIAL PHO- 
Ph 407-3906 


Reimburser 


Research Program at U of A 
ering from SEVERE PMS for 
7.497% 

3775. Reimbursement 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suttering from PANIC ATTACKS tor 


research study Ph 40 11. Reimbursement 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain swrobiologyResearch 
Program at U of A. Ph 407-3775 or 407-3221 
Reimbursement provided 


Chinese Canadians: Did your family run a 
Chinese Restaurant in Alberta? Did you spend a 
lot of your childhood helping out rollin 


eggrolls, deveining shrimp and waiting tables? 


Do you want to share your experiences! A local 
filmmaker wants to hear and document your 
stories, Contact chopsuey@interbaun.com 


Volunteer drivers wanted: 
Join our team. We supply a gas honorarium to 
cover cost. Flexible voluttioer hours. Call Mon 
Fri 8:30-4:30 732-1221 for information 


The Association of Adult Day Support Programs is 
a non-profit organization that provides seniors 
with a structured recre; and educational day 
program. Volunteers are essential to providing the 
best possible program for these seniors. If you 
could spare 4 daytime hours a week to play cards, 
do woodcrafts or sit and visit our clients, Please 
call Gwen © 434-4747 for more info on how you 
can make a difference. 


Help immig ants and refugees improve their 
English skills! Volunteers needed ta tutor in our 
conversation program, assist in classes for seniors 
and teach grammar classes at the Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for newcomers..Moming, 
Afternoon and evening times available. Cafl 
Suzanne at 423-9677 


Chrysalis is looking for volunteers. Chrysalis is a 
non-profit organization that is dedicated dto pro- 
viding services to citizens who have disabilities. 
Please contact 454-9656. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


If you are over 18 


WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 


New Program 
_ for EI recipients! 
Solutions for Work and Career Trends 


428-7989 


TTY: 428-3376 


Chrysalis 67 


iy 


ch English Over 
al ee TESOL Certified § days in-class Seas! 


Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
* All ages * No Exp 
FREE Info Pack 


1-888-270-2941 


avi, 
Al Hardware and ftware Issues ag Compy 
EMination and Cleanup of Viruses ley 
Qhe-on-one, Personalized Tutoring to Assist with your 
98heral Computer, Internet Use 

8d more... 


Travel the World.> 
Earn Great Money 


Ss @7 Pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 
Dec. 10-14(2003), Jan.14-18(2004) 
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2 column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Addicted to lust 


Dear Andrea: 
My ex-husband and | were in a 12- 


algep/therapy cult for 10 years. During my 


tenure, | was diagnosed as a sex addict 
and attended SAA/SLAA meetings 
because before ! was married, | had many 
sex partners. My husband and | didn’t 
have sex for the last six years we were 
there. | was told not to masturbate, look 
at porn or fantasize, let alone have sex. 

I left and have seen therapists and I 
don’t believe I’m truly a sex addict 
(although | also must say that, after 
that experience, I’m not sure exactly 
what the definition is). After leaving, ! 
dated, used porn and enjoyed some 
cyber-sex without feeling too guilty and, 
more importantly, without descending 


“into a life of drug-induced prostitution as 


just slither away before | got home. 
You're confused about the definition 
of sex addiction because it’s god- 
damned confusing, to the point where 
many sensible sex educators (me, for 
instance) have written the whole thing 
off. I'll accept compulsion—many peo- 
ple feel compelled to do stupid stuff 
that’s bad for them and gets in the way 
of leading a productive life. They may 


need professional help to stop doing it. | 
That’s obvious, but sexual behaviour as | 


an addiction analogous to heroin, nico- 
tine and so on? Curable by removing 
the stuff from your system, gradually or 
all at once? | think not. “Sex addiction” 
is compulsive, self-destructive behaviour 
that's more analogous to gambling, eat- 
ing or shopping to excess, and it’s 
potentially curable through therapy or 
sometimes medication, but not detox 
or going cold turkey. Shaming the per- 
son and ordering her to swear off all 
sexual behaviour including fantasy, fer 
Chrissake, is counterproductive—not to 
mention mean. You never were a sex 
addict. Your therapist caused you great 
undue distress by labeling you as one. 
You were a normal person with an 
active sex life who ought to have been 
using condoms. That's all. 

As for me “believing in open rela- 
tionships,” | don’t, as such. | believe in 
thoughtful individuals figuring out 


Shaming the person and ordering her to swear off all 


sexual behaviour including fantasy, fer Chrissake, 


is counterproductive—not to mention mean 


my therapist predicted. 

My new boyfriend is great and the 
greatest lover I’ve ever had. But since we've 
been living together, | have no tolerance for 
his masturbating and staying up late 
browsing Internet porn, usually after satis- 
fying sex. | know everyone says this, but 
Im not a prude and | do keep him satisfied, 
but | feel so conflicted. | should add that he 


taatigmetimes assures me that not many guys 


would put up with my sexual history which 
includes 50-plus lovers, some (cured) STDs, 
an abortion, etc. In other words, he’s kind 
of selectively open about sex. 

I know that you believe in open rela- 
tionships and | know intellectually that | 
should let him have his freedom, but 
there is a nagging part of me that says it 
isn’t quite right. | talked to him about it 
and he agreed to stop, but he’s still kind 
of resentful and I’m sure he’s doing it 
anyway. So, when do otherwise normal 
behaviours become true sex addiction 
and how does anyone know? 

Love, Conflicted 


oe 


Dear Connie: 

This cult of yours... would these be the 
“rattlesnakes in the mailbox” people? 
They’re scary. I’m scared. Then again, | 
don't really have a mailbox and | suppose 
any snakes deposited on my stairs would 
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what sort of relationship works for 
them and doing what they can to 
achieve it. There’s nothing intrinsically 
superior about open relationships—or 


monogamous ones, for that matter. It’s | 


all about “whatever works.” 

I’m sure your new squeeze is won- 
derful, but he’s not merely “selectively 
open”; he’s selectively judgmental. He’s 


not above attempting to shame you | 


into letting him do whatever he likes. 
“Not many men would tolerate your 
past” is a reminder that you are dam- 


aged goods and are lucky to get any | 


man, let alone a prince like him. Yuck. 


You aren’t a slut, he isn’t a prince and | 


you shouldn’t let him use your past as a 
weapon against you. Your past is no 
more shameful than his present—in 
other words, not shameful at all. 

He’s no sex addict, and wouldn’t 


be even if there were such a thing. Per- | 
haps you two can work out a deal: you | 
let him have his porn, and he stops 


treating you like the fallen woman he 
rescued from the gutter. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 
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THE SUPPORT NETWORK 
24 hour distress line offer volunteers: 
training in communication skills, 
crisis and suicide intervention training. 
Visit www. thesupportnetwork.com for details or 
call The Support Network at 732-6648. 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined and 
you can work from your own home. For more 
information Phone 423-4102. 


Sedat tact Laine insoene ponte wence 
immigrant youth! literacy, }, science 
and with at Queen Elizabeth a cee 
Mennonite for ickinsfield 


Newcomers or Dick 
Mall late afternoons or evenings. 
Call Suzanne, 423-9677. 


_ Adult Day Support program 
needs friendly visiting volunteers for frail sen- 


iors, commitment of 4 hrs per week. Call Gwen 
@ 434-4747 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? 
Like science and educating others? 
Dynamic hosting and educational 
volunteer positions available 
@ Odyssium (tm) 
Contact Volunteer Resources at 452-9100. 


Overwhelmed? * Are you faced with challenges 
in your life? « Would you like to talk to a quali- 
fied therapist for no fee?.« The Support Network 
offers a Walk-in Counselling Program. * For info 
about hours and wait times call The Support 
Network at 482-0198. 


The Clinical Services Division of the Faculty of 

Education U of A, is now accepting referrals tor 

individual child and adult personal counselling, 

family, and couples counselling. Although there 

is a once-a-year $50 administration fee, coun- 

selling services are provided at no charge. For 
info call 492-3746. 
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GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local aay ten 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144. 
Enter code 2310 


Professional domination, bondi spanking 
slave sissy training and more .,. Mistress Kitten 
or Lord British 966-1961 www.bdsmvoyeur.com 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


edinnerdate.com 
Intriguing singles... Delectable food... Cozy 


setting... 
Log on ipo ee free today! 
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426-1996 for more information. 
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and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 
send your resume to: Attn: Rob Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St, Edm, AB, 15) 117 
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or e-mail: <rob@vue.ab.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please} 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now, 


44-TALKS 448-255 


Must be 10+ Leng distonee charges may on, 


OUR TEAM IS EXPANDING 


REPRESENTATIVE! 


TAGS 


If YOU have 


+ strong personal skills 


EXTRAS 


vueweekiy @{> 


DECEMBER 4-10, 2003 


ig! ,. Pe, QUEST PERSONAS” 
; ot PS SO Sac) a ee ae SECALL - CLICK CONNECT™ 
4 ge . ie sw, ssi ich com. 
WHAT THE elt is vl r 
why there's nothing 
n here but 


quinea Pig. droppings °”/ 


Edmonton’s busiest live chat! 
780-669-2323 

access code: 6496 
75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 sas/can 


www.cruiseline.ca 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 
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The Grapevine Club inc. does not prescreen callers, Free local Edmonton call. Must be 184 
Fun and confidential. Bist one ‘one free tal account per home phone number. 
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P = : Fefe Dobson’s debut release is filled Pilate, the much praised foranto- 
| ost-grunge quartet Hoobastan ; i itv. pethey: 
MOLD -tamagpergy "and i sail based quartet, leaves their Bit pop 
; pulls no punches and is amped to 
| return with their second album give the world her live experiences. influences in the past and turns in a 
| “The Reason”, The CD features 12 With two hit singles “Bye Bye stunning debut. The results are in 
| Boy irre ie geist shales ice ay your hands with “Caught By The 
| new songs including the first single already filling the airwaves, . 3 3 ‘se 
Fefe Dobson is set to become Window”, and you can't deny it's 
“Out Of Control”. Canada’s next rising star! mighty impressive. 
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